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INTHODUCTION. 

T is a psurt of the Divine Providence of the World, that the Stronjc 
shall influence the Weak : not only on the Battlefield and in 
Diplomacy; but also in Learning and Literature. Thus the 
Nations oi Modem Europe have been influenced by the Writings 
of Greece and Rome : and they have influenced each otKer, in 
turn, with their own Power and iBeauty in Thought and Expres- 
sion. Thus, Modem English hau been subject in succession to the influence 
of Classical Literature in the time of Ascham; to the literary fascination 
of Italy, in the age of Elizabeth ; of France, at the Restoration; and of 
Germany, in more recent times: without at all ceasing in the natural pro- 
gression of its innate capabilities, for all the fashions and forms which, for 
a time, it pleased to adopt. In tike manner, English Literature has allured 
the German, the Frenchman, and the Italian : thereby restoring benefit for 
benefit in the commerce and firee trade of the Mind. 

2. The stream of Ancient Literature and Cultivation, which, after the fall 
of Constantinople, ad\'anced from East to West ; at length reached our 
shores in the reign of Henry the Eight. In the planting and engraftment 
of Classical leamuig in England at that time, St John's College, Cambridge, 
—founded on 9th April i<ii — had a most distinguished share. Its Master 
and Fellows— whether they adhered to the older or the newer ' faith ' — 
* strove alike most earaestl^f to promote the new ' leaming.' 

Thomas Nashb, writing — twenty years after Ascham's death — some- 
what severely on * our triuiall translators,' in his suldress To iJu GtntU^ 
muH StHdentty prefixed to R. Greene's Mtna^koHt 1580 : bears honourable 
testimony to the worthiness of tlus College. ... \ will propound to 
^our learned imiution, those men of import, that haue laboured with credit 
n this laudable kinde of Translation; In the forefront hi whom, I cannot 
but place that aged Father Ertumt$s, that inuested most of our Greeke 
Writers, in the roabes of the aundent RomaiMes^ in whose traces, Philip 
UelaHcth&H^ StuMeL PloMtiiUj and manie other reuerent Germaines insist- 
ing, haue reedified the mines of our decayed libraries, and memeilouslie in- 
riched the Latine tongue with the expence of their toyie. Not long aAer, 
their emulation beeing transported into Bnglamd^ euerie fuiuate SchoUer, 
William Turner , and who not, beganne to vaunt the smattering of Latine, 
in English Impressions. But amongst others in that a^, Sir Thomas Eliot* 
elegance did seuer it selfe from all equalls. although Sir Thomets Moore with 
his Comicall wit, at that insunt was not altogether idle : yet was not Know- 
ledge fulUe confirmed in hir Monarchie amongst vs. till that most famous 
and fortunate Nurse of all leaming, Saint /Mwr in Cambiidee, that at that 
time was as an Vniuersitie within it selfe; shining so farre aboue all other 
Houses. Halls, and Hosptalls whatsoeuer, that no CoUedge in the Towne, 
was able to compare with the tythe of her Students; hauing (as I haue 
hearde graue men of credite report) more candles light in it, euerie Winter 
Morning before fowre of the docke, than the fowre of clocke bell gaue 
stroakes ; till Shee (I saie) as a mttying Mother, put too her helping hauide, 
and sent from her fruitfuli wombe. sufficient SchoUers, both to support her 
owne weale, as also to supplie all other inferiour foundations detects, and 
namelie that royall erection of Triaitie ColUdgt, which the Vniuersitie 
Orator, in an Epistle to the Duke of Sottunet, aptlie tearmed Colonia 
diducia from the Suburbes of Saint Johns, In which extraordinarie con- 
ception, vno partu in rem puM i cam prodkre, the Exchequer of eloquence 
Sir Ihom Cheehe, a man of men, supematurallv traded in al tongues. Sir 
^ohn Masom, Doctor IKa/am, Roamumt^ Aschame, Grindall^ Letior, PU- 
mingion : all which, haue either by their priuate readings, or pubUque workes, 
rrpurged the errors of Artes, expelde from their puritie, and set before our 
tyn, a more perfect Methode of Studie. 
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3. Thomas B ak br in his Hisioty of the ColUg€ of St. John the EvangeUtt^ 
Ed. bv J. E. B., Mayor, 1869; telb us that about 1530-30, '* X3dper week 
was allowed in commons to a fellow, and only jd to a scholar. These were 
times when ;£iao was sufficient to found a fellowship (for the private founda- 
tions usually run thereabouts], and when £,^ per an. was enough to maintain 
a fellow,"/. 81, "as jCi per annum was enough to found a scholar,**/* 99* 

Baker also gives us a Statement of the finances of the College when Doctor 
Metcalfe became its tUrd teaster, about Dec 15x8, which fully corrobo- 
rates Ascham's account at /. 133: which Sutement may be thus sum- 
marized:— 

Total revenues from lands . . . . 234 X4 4 

Less value of private foundatioos . . 48 o o 

x86 X4 4 
Less the ordinary^ chaiges incident to these revenues xas 9 9 
Remainin|[ to the sustentation or all such as be to be found of 
the said lands, a./., for their only commons, sdpend, and 
livery 3rearly . . . 6x 4 6 

The charges of these vix. of the master, twentv-eight fellows, 

MX sciiolars and of several servants, is yeany z63 8 o 

Excess of Outgoings over Receipts f^xox 3 s 

Yet Doctor Metcalfe in ways like those described by Ascham, as well as by 
obtaining the property of the iuppre»ed Nuimeries of Higham and Brome- 
hall, raised the finances of the College to a flourishing condition, until it 
was spending C^ooo a year (equal to ;£x5,ooo now) in the quread of knovr- 
ledge. 

4. But the College was not more fortunate in wealth than in learning 
when, in 1530, Roger Ascham, a Yorkshire lad of xs, entered it. John 
Cheke had been elected Fellow on the 3odi of March in that year : 
and John Redman became a fellow on 3d of November following. 
Asdiam thus distinctly attributes the race of Scholars that were bred 
op in St John's College to the unwearying eflforts of these two men. 
'VAt Cambrige also, in S. Johns Colledge, in my tyme, T do know, that, 
not so much the good statutes, as two lentlemen, of^worthie memorie, Syr 
/«4» Chek*^ and jDoctour Reaebtum^ by their onely example of exceUency 
in leamynff, of godnes in fiuyng, of diligence in studying, of counceU in ex- 
horting^ of good order in all thyng, did breed vp so many learned men 
in that one College of S. lohns, at one time, as I beleue, the whole Vni- 
oersttie of Lotuutu, in many yeares was neuer able to affourd,**/. 67. 

As Redman became Master of Kin^s College in 1543, and Cneke went to 
Court on xo July X544 to be Tutor to Prince Edward; the period of Study to 
which Ascham so gladly and so often reverts in this his last work, ^my 
swete tyme spent at Cambridge,' would not exceed fifteen years, at tae 
longest ; so &r at least as the time during which Cheke and Redman gav« ao 
mighty an impulse to dasiical Leaning. 

6. These Planters of the ancient Literature in England hoped well of 
their Mother Tongue. The more they learnt of the subtilty of Gredc elo- 
ouence or the cunning elegance of Roman prose : the more they desired 
that English nught be kept pure, the more they believed it to be capable df 
a worthy literature. 

RoGBit Ascham while a FeHow of St John's, deliberately wrote his 7V(j> 
oMUbu, published in X545> iaplam and pure English; thus, how strangely to us, 
dt/endt himself. " It any man woulde blame me, eyther for takynge such a 
matter in hande, or eb for writing it in the Englyshe tongue, this answere I may 
make hym, that whan the beste of the realme thinke it honest for them to vse, 
I oneoftheirteanestsorte,oughtnottosupposeitvilefor.metowrite: And though 
to haue written it in an other tonge, haa bene bothe more profitable for my 
study, and also more honest for my name, 3ret I can thinke my labour wd 
bestowed, yf with a little hjrnderaunce of my profyt and name, maye oome 
any fourtheraunce, to the pleasure or commodttie, of the gentlemen and 
yeomen of EngUnde, for whose sake I touke this matter in hand*. And aa 
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for ye Latin or grekc tonfc, euety thing is so excellently done in them, 
that none can do better : In die £n(lysh tonge contrary, euery thinge in a 
maner so meanly, bothe for the matter and handelynge, that no man can do 
worse. For therein the least learned for the moste parte, haue ben alwayes 
moose red ve to wryte. And they whiche had leaste booe in latin, haue bene 
moste bouide in englyshe : when sureljre euery man tnat is moste ready to 
taulke, is not moost able to wryte. He that wyll wryte well in any tongue, 
muste folowe thys councel of Aristotle, to q>eake as the common people do, 
to thinke as wise men do; and so shoulde euery man vnderstande hym, and 
the iudgement of wj'se men alowe him. Idany English writers hiaue not 
done so, but vang straunge wordes as latin, french and Italian, do make all 
thinges darke and harde,*'/- <8- ^^> 1868. 

Thomas Hoby, afterwards knighted, having, after manv delays, finished his 
translation of B^Idassare Castiglione's work, spoken of so highly by Ascham at 
/ 66: in his E/UHe^ has the following. ''As I therefore haue to my smal 
skil bestowed some labour about this piece of woorke, euen so coulde 1 wixhe 
with al my hart, profounde learned men in the Greeke and Latin shoulde 
make the lyke proofe, and euerye manne store the tunge accordinge to hys 
knowledge and delite aboue other men, in some piece of leaniynge, that we 
alone of the worlde may not bee styll counted barbaj^Mis in oure tunge, as in 
time out of minde we haue bene in our manecs. And so shall we perchaunce 
in time become as famous in Englande, as the learned men of otner nations 
haue ben and presently are.'* 

While the work was yet in MS., Hoby sent it to Sir Tohn Ch&kb to look 
over. Cheke wrote the following letter in replv ; which is important as 
coming from one who. Sir T. WiUon says, had ' better skill in our English 
speache to iudge of the Phrases and properties of wordes and to diuide sen- 
tences : than any one else had that I haue knowne.' It is also interesting as 
showing that uniform spelling had nothing to do with clean English. 

This letter mha written while Sir John was lading out of life ; for shame 
at his recantation of the Protestant faith at his pardon, for having acted — 
out of zeal for that faithj-as Secretary of State to Lady Jane Grey. He 
died in the SepL following of that year, 1^57, at the house of his friend 
Peter Osborne, in WoodstreeL The letter u printed verbatim at the end 
of the first edition of TAt Catiriur, 156X. 

C To lus loutng frind Mayster Thomas Hoby. 

FOr your opinion of my gud will vnto^ you as yoa wnit, you can not be 
deceiucd: for submitting your doinges to mi iudgement, I thankc 
you : for taking this pain of your translation, you worthilie deseru great 
thankes of all sortes. 1 haue taken sum pain at your request cheflie in your 
preface, not in the reading of it for that was pleasaunt vnto me boath for the 
roundnes of your saienges and welspeakinges of the saam, but in changing 
certein wordes which might verie well be let aloan, but that I am verie 
curious in mi freendes matters, not to determijn, but to debaat what is b^. 
Whearin, I seek not the bestnes haplie hi truth, hut bi mijn own phansie, and 
shew of goodnes. ^ 

I am <^ thui oi»nion that our own tung shold be written cleauie and pure, 
vnmixt and ynniangeled with borowing of other tunges, wherein if we take 
not heed hi tijm, cuer boro«-ing and neuer payeng, she shall be fain to keep 
her house as bankrupt. fM€ then doth our tung naturallie and praisabUe 
vtter her meaning, when she bouroweth no conterfeitness of other tunges to 
attire her self withall. but vseth plainlie her own with such shift, as nature 
craft, experiens, and folowing of other excellent doth lead her vnto, and if she 
want at ani tijm (ais being vnperfight she must) yet let her borow with suche 
bashfulnes, that it mai appeer. thiu if either the mould of our own tung could 
aerue us to fasdon a woord of our own, or if the old denisooed wordes could 
enntent and ease this neede we wold not boldly venture of vnknowen wordes 
This I say not for reproof of you« who haue icarslie and necessarily vaed 
whear occasion seruetn a strange word so* as it seeraeth to gixnr out of ihc 
matter and not to be sought for : but tor mijn own defens, who might be 
counted ouerstraifEht a deemer ef thinges, if I gaue not thys acoompt to you, 
«i Ireecd and wgs, of mi marring thu your nandiwork. But I an called 



6 IntroduHion. 

awai, I prai you pardon mi shortnes, the rest of mi suenf;:es should be but 
praise and exnortacton in this your doinges, which at moar ieisor I shold do 
better. From my house an Woodstreete the i6 of luly, 1557. 

Yours assured lOAN Cheek. 
These three instances may sufllce to show the close connection between their 
study of the andcnt Literature and their care over their native speech. Some 
of these Classical Students were the best Prose Writers of their time : just as 
the best Poets then, were those who drew their inspiration trom Italy. The 
two literary influences prepared a way, by creating a favourable literary 
atmosphere, for our Master Writers in Elizabeth's reign, Spenser and Shake- 
speare ; Bacon and Hooker. 

0. Ofthe^ClassicalPioneers, Sir TokmChbkb was the chief. His influence 
on the English Literature of that and the next age has hardly been adequately 
recognized : partly because his principal work was Oral Teaching : and partly 
because only three or four of nis thirty to forty known writings (many now 
lost) are in English. Sir Richard Sackville calls him ' the best Master . . . 
in our tyme,' at /. ai. Ascham quotes him ever and anon in this work as 
an authority from whom^ there was hardly any appeal, and in particular, 
relates at i^. Z54>Z59, with a fresh memory, Cheke's criticism of Sallust, 
made to him about twenty-five years before. Cheke was a^ Teacher of 
Teachers. Ilie influence of simply Oral Teachers rests chiefly in the hearts 
and minds of the Taught, and it shows itself most in their aiter Lives and 
Works. Cheke taught Edwaixl VI. ; Sir W. Cecil ; W. Bill, yih Master of 
St Johns ; R. Ascham ; Sir T. Wilson ; and many more celebrities of that 
time : and their characters and careers reflect his teaching. 

T, afterwards Sir T. Wilson, in his EpittU, dated zo June 1570, to Sir W. 
Ceol [It would be an interesting list, if English books were grouped accord- 
ing to their dedicates : as «hovang the influence of the Nobility and Gentry 
on Literature], prefixed to his translation of the Olynthiacs 0/ Demosthenes 
into English : thus ably conveys to us a conoq>tion of the surpassing abilities 
and character of Sir John Cheke. 

'* Great is the force of vertue (Right Honorable Counseller) to wynne loue 
and good will vniuersally, in whose minde soeuer it is perfitelye knowne, to 
haue once gotte a dwelling. I speake it for this ende, that beiug solttarie of 
late time from my other studies, and musinge on this world, in the iniddest 
of m^ bookes : I did then (as I haue oftentimes else done) deepelye thinke of 
Sir fohn Cheeke Knyght, that rare learned man, and singular ornament of 
this lande. And as the remembrance of him was deare vnto me, for his mani- 
folde great gifts and wonderfuU vertues : so did I thinke of his most gentle 
nature and godly disposed minde, to helpe all those with his knowledge and 
vnderstanding, that any waye mademeanes vnto him, and sought hisfauour. 
And to say for my selfe amongest others, I founde him such a friende to me, 
for communicating the skill and giftes of hys minde, as I cannot but during 
my life speake reuerentlye of so worthie a man, and honor in m^ hart the 
hoittenly remembrance of him. And thinking of my being with him in 
Italie in that famous Vniuersitie of Padua : I did cal to minde his care thai 
he had ouer all the Englishe men there, to go to their bokes : and how gladly 
he did reade to me and others, certaine Orations of Demosthenes in Greeke, 
the interpretation wherof, I and they had then from his mouth. And sore- 
membring the rather this world by the very argument of those actions : I did 
thenseeke out amongest my other writings for the translation of them, and 
happily finding some, although not all : I wascaried streightways (I trust by 
GcKU eood motion) to make certaine of them to be acquainted so nigh as I coulde 
with our Englishe tongue, aswell for the aptnesse of the matter, and needefull 
knowledge now at this time to be had : as also Ux the right nouble, and 
mo^t excellent handling of the same. And here must I sa^jre,^ confessing 
mine owne weakenesse and imperfectioB, that I neuer founde in my life any 
thing so harde for me to doe. . . 

Maister Cheeke (whome I dare match with any one before named for bis 
knowledge in the Greeke tongue,) hauingtraueyledin Demosthenes as mucli 
as any one of them all, and famous for his learning throughout Europe : yet 
was he neuer so passing in his translations that no exception couMe be made 
against him. And then what shall I thinke of my selfe, after the naming of 
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so manye excellent learned men, but onely submit my doings to the 
fauottr of others, and desire men to beare with my weakenesse. For this 
must I needes confesse, that I am altogither vnable to doe so in Eng- 
lishes as the excellende of this Orator deserueth in Greeke. And yet the 
cunning is no lesse. and the prayse as great in my iudgement, to translate 
any tlung excellenUy into Englishe, as into any other lai^uage. And I thinke 
lalthougn there be many doers) yet scant one is to be found wordiie amongst 
Ys, for translating into our Countrie speach. Such a hard thing it is to bring 
matter out of any one language into another. And perhaps it may be that 
euen those who take Uiemselues to bee much better learned than I am (as 
what is he that is not, hauing any name for learning at all f) will finde it ^p 
harder peeoe of woorice than they thinke, euen to make Greeke speake 
Englishe, if thev will make proofe thereof as I haue done. Whose labor and 
trauayle I woulde as gladlv see, as they are lyke now to see mine, that such 
an Orator as this is, might bee so framed to q>ieake our tongue, as none were 
able to amende him, and that he migiit be founde to be most like himselTe. 
The which enterprise if any might haue bene moste bolde to haue taken vpon 
him. Sir lohn Chedce was the man. of all that euer I knew, or doc yet know 
in Englande. Sudi acqwaintaiice nad he with this notable OratKU-. so riadly 
did he reade him, and so^often : that I thinke there was neuer olde Priest 
more perfite in his Portreise, nor supersticious Monke in our Ladies Psalter 
as they call it, nor vet good Preacher in the Bible or testament, than this 
man was in Demostnenes. And great cause moued him so to be, for that he 
sawe lum to be the pcaiitest Orator that euer wrate for these two thousand 
yeares almost by past (for so^long it is since he was) and also for that he per- 
ceyued him to haue before his eyes in all his Orations the aduauncement of 
vertue as a thing chiefly to be sought for, togither with the honor and w^ 
(are of his countrie. Besides diu, maister Cheekes iudgement was great in 
translating out of one tOQgue into an other, and better skill he had in our 
English speach to iudge of the Phrases and properties of wordcs, and to 
diuide sentences : than any else had that I haue knowne. And often he woulde 
englyshe his matters out of the Latine or Greeke vpon the sode3me, bv look- 
ing of the boc^e onely without reading or construing ihy thing at all : An 
vsage^ right worthie and rerie profitable for all men, aswell for the Tiider- 
standing of the booke, asalso for the aptnesse of framing the Authors mean- 
iog andbettering th«eby their iudgement, and therevrithall perfiting their 
tongue and vtterance of speach. Moreouer he was moued greatly to fikc 
Demosthenes aboue all others, far that he sawe him so fanuhariv applying 
himselfe to the sense and understanding of the common people, that he 
sticked not to say, that none euer was more fitte to make an Ejiglish man 
tell his tale piaise worthily in an open hearing, either in Parlament or in Pul- 
pit, or otherwise, than this onely Orator was. . . . 

And although your honour hath no neede of these my doinges, for that 
the Greeke is so familiar vnto you, and that yau also, as well as I, naue hearde 
Sir lohn Cheeke read the same Orations at other times : yet I thinke for 
diuers causes I shoulde in right present vnto your honour this my traueyle 
the rather to haue it through your good liking and allowance, to be nuMie 
common to many. First the sayd Sir lohn QiMke (whome I doe often name, 
for the honour tuid reuerence due of so worthie a man) was 3rour brother in 
lawe [Sir ly. CeciTs/irtt wife wa* Ckeeke's sisttr), your deare friende, your 
good admonisher, and teacher in your yonger yeares, to take that way of 
vertue, the fruite whereof you do feele and taste to your great ioy at this <uy, 
and shall for euer be remembered therefore" . . . £^1. 1570. 

We may not wronder then ; if Ascham so affectionately rdlers to Cheke 
in this work : as ' that lentlenian of worthie memorie, my dearest frend and 
teacher of all the poore learning I haue,** A 138. 

[We would here add. out of toe same Rpisil*. by way of parenthens, Wil- 
son's defence of TVanslations, which was possiUy provoked by Ascham's re- 
marks, at/. 127. " But such as are grieued with translated bokes, are lyke to 
them that eadng fine Manchet, are angry with others that feede on Cheate 
breade. And yet God knoweth men would as gUdly eate Mancfaet as they, 
if they had iL But all can not weare Veluet, or feede with the best, and 
therefore such are contented for necessities sake to weare onr Countrie 
doth, and to take themselues to hard fare, that can haue no octter.**] 



8 Ifitroduflion, 

7* We have noticed a f«3W of the influences on Asch.im in his earlier life : 
in order to understand his outlook on the Literature of his day : while — as he 
was |):rowinff from ^8 to 53 years of ase — he wrote this book. The Italian 
influence had come m like a flood after the publication of Tottel's Miscellany in 




reign 01 l!.luabetn. we do not allude to his invective against 
lUdianated EngUduiUHt for which he had doubtless adequate grounds : but 
to his shunninff the airy Kghtsomcness of Italian poesy, which so much 
characterises English Verse for the next forty 3'ears. Every one is en- 
titled to a preference in such matters, and Ascham with others. Thou^ he 
contended for Enj^lish lamUcs, he confessed he never had a " poedcall head." 
He owned to loving the Italian language next after Greek and Latin : but 
Fiction and Rhyme he could not abide. ^ So we realize him as the strong 
plain Englishman of Henry's day, with his love for all field sports and for 
oodc-fighting,^ his warm generous heart, his tolerant spirit, his thorough 
Mhobuship, ois beautiful penmanship : a man to be loved and honoured. 

8. Aschiun's spedal craft was teaching the young, Latin and Greek. He 
had taught the Queen, as he tells us at/. 96 : and now read Greek with her, 
as she desired. Being thus about the Court, and the Court resting at Wind- 
sor on the xoth Dec 1563 ; the officers in attendance dined together under 
the presidency of the Secretary of Sute. Of the Table lalk on that 
occasion and its results: Ascham's own account is the best: and need not 
be repeated here. 

9« Looking within the book : we see that begun in December 1563, it 
was prosecuted off and on for two years and a half, until Sir Richard Sack- 
ville's death in July X966. It was then, for sorrow's sake, flung aside. 
'Almost two yeares togither, this booke lav taUttrtd^ and neglected,* and 
then finished, so far as we now possess it, by the encouragement of Cecil, 
in the last six or eight months of Ascham's life. Ascham died 30 Dec : 1568. 

If a guess might be hazarded : it would seem that the Author had but 
sathered the materials together, up to Sir Richard Sackville's death : and 
tnat he wove them together in their present form, after he resumed the 
book again. The allusion at /. 137, to the Queen's visit to Cambridge, in 

about XI 

lentleman, , . _ , , „ . 

that at least Tkt Pra/ac* and the Invective against I talianated Englishmen 

were written after the resumption of the book in 1568 : and consequently 

that it was after then, that the work was finally planned. The first book 

was then completed, and the second far proceeded with, when Death parted 

for euer, die busy worker from his Book. This is also confirmed by Akcham's 

last letter to Sturm : which proves him to haue been intent on the work just 

before his decease. 

10. Thanks to the editions of Upton and Bennet, Tkt Sckatemaster 
(which, like so many of the books of Elizabeth's time, had been quite for- 
gotten in the previous sixteenth century) has obtained, for a hundred years or 
more, the reputauon of an historic Cngluh work of general as well as of 
profesnonal interest With it, more than with any other of his works, is 
Ascham's name usually associated. As Toxo^kilu* wa« the gift of his man- 
hood towards the cultivation of the Body : so m this work — the legacy almost 
of his last hours — we inherit his ripest, his most anxious thought upon the 
Education of the Mind and Heart. 

11. Among that first race of modem learned Englishmen, who fed and 
carried aloft the Lamp of Knowledge through all those changing and tem- 
pestuous times into the peaceful days of Elizabeth : none has become more 
famous than Roger Ascham: who, taught by the greatest English Teacher 
of his youUi-tide, Sir John Cheeke : in due ttme^ became, to his undying de* 
light, the Instructor of the most noble Scholar within the realm :— the Virgin 
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ueen herself. 



Roger Ascham's Method of Teaching Latin. 

1. That part of TM4 ScJkclematUrw}iiA describes English life and man> 
ners of that affe* is for tis an heritage of authentic information : his Critidsn 
of Ancient and Coatemporary Latin writers, establishes a test of the Clasrical 
acumen of his time : but his system of teadiing Latin— and mutatis mu' 
tattdiM other languagea^deserves our study as a contribution in aid of Edu- 
cation, for all time. 

8. We would wish to assodate with this Reprint, an excellent book. 
Essays ph Edsiaititmal Reformers, by the Rev. R. H. Quick, M.A., Lon* 
don, 1868 : ^s, &/, but worthjr of being perpetually sold at a shilling as a 
companion volume to this reprint ; inasmuch as it is in some measure a con- 
tinuation and completion of The Sckplsmastsr, For in these Essays, Mr. 
Quick ably analyses and compares the successive systems of Instruction 
adopted by Thb Jesuits, Ascham, Momtaignb, Ratich, Milton, Co- 
MBNius, Locks, Roussbau, Basedow, Pbstalozzi, Jacotot, and Her- 
bert Spencer. We cannot therefore too strongly recommend the work to 
the attention of all those who desire to acquaint themselves with Modem 
Thought and Experiment in the Science and Art of Teaching. 

8. Asdiam*s Method is avowedly based upon B.J, c, 34 of Cicero's Ds Ora- 
tare, of which the following^ is a translation : and more especially upon the 
latter portion of it. " But in mv daily exercises I used, when a youth, to 
adopt chiefly that method which 1 knew that Caius Carbo, my adversary, 
generally practised ; which was, that, having selected some nervous piece of 
poetry, or read over such a portion of a speech as I could retain in my 
memory, I used to declaim upon what I had been reading in other words, 
diosen with all the judgment that I possessed. But at length I perceived 
that in that method there was this inamvenience, that Ennius. if I exerdsed 
myself on his verses, or Gracchus, if I laid one of his orations before me, had 
forestalled such woras as were peculiarly a p propriate to the subject, and 
such as were the most elegant and altogether the best ; so that, if fused the 
same words, it profited nothing ; if others, it was even preyodidal to me, as 
I habituated myself to use such as were less eligible. Afterwards I thought 
proper, and continued the practice at a rather more advanced 1^, to trans- 
late the orations of the be«t &eek oraton ; by fixing upon which^ I fnuned 
this advantage, that while I rendered into Latin what I nad read in Greek, 
I not only used the best words, and 3ret sudi as were of conumm occurrence, 
but also formed some words by imitation, which would be new to our country- 
men, taking care, however, that they were unobjectionable.'* £d, 1855. 

4> Upon these hints, Ascham — after considering all possible means of 
teaching languages, wluch he there discusses in the second book — ^insisted 
upon tAs exkaustive stmiy o/one or twe hooks, each to be of the highest 
excellence in its way. 

In fact his system might be labelled as 

The Double Translation of a Model Book. 

Mr. Quidc remarks, ** There are three ways in which the model-book may 
be studied. -»-•»-• • • •• « • • • 

Ratich': 

mastered, 

Ascham's plan ; or, 3rd, the piipil may begin always at the beginning* and 

advance a little further each time, which was Jacotot's plan,**/, ais. 

6.^ Ascham, at/. 94, quotes Pliny and Dionysius Halicamasseus in support 
of his Method, in a pgisssupe we have not space to quote, but which is the icey 
to his system. In tne brief space that remains to us, we can but outUne the 
process of study he laid down, commending the method to the careful con- 
sideration of all teachers. 




PREPARATORY. 

LEARNER. After the child hath learned perfectly the eight 
parts of speech : let him then learn the right joining together of substan- 
tives with a4)ectives, the noun with the verb, the relative with th«* ante- 
cedent,/. S5. 

A. DOUBLE TRANSLATION. 
The Model Book, to begin with, whidi Ascham recommended in his time 
was John Sturm's selection of Cicero's letters, for the capacity of children 



lo Roger Ascham's Method of Teaching Latin. 

This work was first published at Strasburg in 1539, under the title of 
Cictroms E^istola Lihri iv, putrUi tducationi amfectt ; and agnin in 1572. 

I. MASTER, s. Let kim teach the child, cheerfully and plainly, the 
uuue and matUr of the letter, >. 36. 
&. Then let him construe it into English, so often, as the child may etUy 

carry away the understanding of tt, >. 36. 
C Let kim parse it over perfecuv, >. 36. 
'II. LEAR NER. a. Let the child, by and bye, both conspire \i.e, com- 
Inne] and parse it over ai^ain. So that it nuty a^ar^ that the child 
doubteth in nothing that his master iaugkt kim ie/ore, >. a6. 
. * . So far it is the Mind and Memory comprehending and repcodudng the 
Oral Teaching, 
b. Then the child must Xakc a paper book, and sitting in some place where 
no one shall prompt him, by himself, let him translate into English his 
fonner lesson, j^. a6. 
MA S TER, t. Then shewing it to his master : let his master take from 

him his Latin book. 
LEARNER, ). Then, pausing an hour at the least: let the child 
translate his own Engusn into Latin, in another Paper Book. 

III. MA S TER. s. when the child brinseth it, turned bto Latin ; let the 
Master, at the first, lead and teach his Scholer, to join the Rules of his 
Grammar Book, with the examples of hispresent lesson, until the Scholar, 
bv himself, be able to fetch out of his Grammar, every Rule for every 
Example. So, as the Grammar book be ever in the Scholars hand, and 
also used of him as a Dictionary^ for every present use, >. a6. 

b. The Master must compart the child's Retranslation with Goero*s 
book, and lay them both together, >. sd 

Praising him where he doth well, either in choosing or true placing of 
Gcero's words. 

But if the child miss, either in forgetting a word, or in changing a 

Eod for a worse, or misordering the sentmce . . . the master shall 
ve good occasion to say. " N. [like M. or N. in the Catechism] TuUy 
would have used such a word, not this. TuUy would have placed this 
word here, not there : would have used this case, this number, this per* 
SOD, this degree, the gender : he would have used this mood, this tense, 
this simple tather tluui that compound t this adverb here not there ; Iw 
would have ended the sentence with this verb, not with that noun or 
participle, &c 

In these few lines,! have wraiqsed up the most tedious part of Gram- 
mar and also the ground of almost all the Rules . . . Which alter 
this sort, the master shall teach without all error, and the schcdar shall 
learn without ^pneat pain : the Master being lead by so sure a guide and 
the Scholar being brought into so plain and easy a wav, /. 37. 
Axiom. A diild shall take more profit of two faults, gently warned of, dicn 
of four things rightly hlt,>. 37. 

. *. All this whUe, the child shall use to q)eak no Latin, /. s8. 

With this way of good understanding the matter, plsun construing, ^ligent 
parsmg, daily translating, cheerfuU admonishing, and heedfuU amending of 
faults; never leaving behind just praise for well doing: I would have the 
Sdiolar brought up : while he had read and translated over the first book of 
Qcero*s Eputles chosen out bv Sturm ; with a good piece of a Comedy of 
Terence [1 erence at that time held a pontion in Latin Education, which has 
not since been maintained), >. 38. 

B. ANALYSIS. 

As you percdve vour sdiolar to fo better and better on away : first, with 
undersunding his lesson more ouickly, with passing mofe readily, with 
translating more speedily and perfectly than he was wont. 

IV. MA S TER. a. After, gjive him longer lessons to translate. 

b. Begin to teach him, both m Nouns and Verbs ; whatis/>f«s^orZfV^ 
tall what is figurative J what is SyaoHymous^ what is Diverse^ whidi 
be Opposites : and which be the most nouble Phrases in all his reading. 

V. LEARNER. S. Your scholar. 4|/SSrr A# katAdonekis DrnMetraus' 

lating, let him write in a third Pkper Book foor of th4 fore-named 
^igently marked out of every lesson. As 



Roger Ascham's Method of Teaching Latin, i x 

/ Proper. If there be none 

Ftntr or else Figurex. oftheteall / n/^^„^. m««- 

three or two if J Synonymes, in some reading \n£^I, S™ 
there be no 1 Vijerents. yet omit not 1 "^^^ &- 

more. | OposiUx. uie ord<;^ ^ 

V Pkraxe*. ^ but write. 

This diligent translating^ joined with this heedful marking, in the foresaid 
Epistles : and afterward m some pbun Oration of Tully, as/rv Legi Manilia 
fro Archtua Potta^ or in those three Ad Caium Ctuamn shall work such a 
right choice of words, so straight a framing of sentences, such a true judge- 
ment, both to write skilfully and speak witty, as wise men shall both praise 
and marvel at, />. 39-31. 

C READING AND A SECOND KIND OF TRANSLATION. 

After that your Scholar shall come indeed : first to a read>[ perfectness in 
translating, then to a ripe and skilful choice in marking out his six points, >. 87. 
VL LEARNER, a. I would have him readnow^A good deal now at 
every lecture, these books, /. 88. 

[z.] Some book of Gcero, as the Tlurd Book of Epistles chosen oat by 

Storm, de Amieie.^ de Sttuct. : or the first book AdOumt, frat, 

[a.] Some Comedy of Terence or Plautus (But in Plautus, skilful choice 

must be used by the Master to train his scholar to a judgement, in 

perfecting, and cutting out over old and improper words). 

[3.] Caesar's ComnuHtariex, in which is seen the unspotted propriety of 

the Latin tongue ; even when it was at its acme. 
[4.] Some Orations of Livy, such as be both longest and plainest.^ 
b. He shall not now daily use translation : but only construe again and 
parse where ye suspect is any need. Yet let him not omit in these books, 
marking dtlj|^ently and wriung out orderly his six points. 

VII. MA S TER. a. For treuulating^ use vou yourself, every second and 
third day, to choose out some Epistle Ad Atticum, A>me notable com- 
monplace out of Cicero*s Orations, or some other part of Tully, by your 
discretion : a kick your Scholar tixa^ luU Jkttow VfArre io/ind. 

Translate it you yourself into plain natural English, and then give it 
him to translate into Latin again : allowing him good space and tune to 
do it : both with diligent heed and good advisemenL 

Here his wit will be new set on work; his judgment for right choice, 
truly^ tried ; his memory for sure retaining, better exercised than by 
learning anything without the book. And hoc, how much he hath pro- 
fited, shall plainly appear. 

VIII. MA ST ER. a. When he bringeth it translated unto 3*00, bring you 
forth the place of Gcero. Lay them together. Compare the one with 
the other. Commend his good choice and right placing of words. Show 
his faults gently, but blame them not over sharply. For of such miss- 
ings gentlv admonished <^, proceedeth Glad and Good Heed-taking. 
Of Good Heed-taking, springeth chiefly Knowledge, which after groweui 
to perfectness : if thi^i Order be diligently used by the Scholar and gently 
handled by the Master, p. 88. 

D. A THIRD KIND OF TRANSLATION 
When, bjjT this diligent and speedy reading over those forenamed good 
bo<^ of Ocero. Terence, Caesar, and Livy: and by the second kind ol 
translating out 01 your English, time shall breed skill, and use shall bring 
perfection : then you may try, if you will, your acholar, with the third kind 
of translation. Although the two first ways, by mine opinion, be not only 
sufficient of themselves, but aUo surer both for the Master's teaching and 
Scholar's learning, than this third way is. Which is this. 

IX. MASTER, Write you in EngUxh, some letter, as it were from him 
to his father or to some other friend ; naturally, according to the disposi- 
tion of the child : or some tale or lable, or plain narration. But yet use 
you yourself such discretion for choice therein as the matter may he 
withm the compass, both for words and sentences, of his former learning. 

X LEARNER, Let him trtuutaU it into Latin again, abiding in such 

place where no other scholar may prompt him. 
And now take heed, lest your Schobu- do not better in some point than you 
yourself: except you have been diligently exercised in these kinds of irana* 
lating before, pp. 89, 901 
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alfofor ail fuch, as haue forgot the Latin 
tongCy and would^ by themfelues, with- 
out a Scholemaster, in Jhort tyme, 
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^ To the honorable Sir William 

Cecill Knight, principal! SecreUrie to 
the Queues mofl excellent Maieflie. 

IOndry and reafonablebe the caufes why 
Itarntd men Aaue vfed to offer and 
dediaxie Juch workes as they put 
abrodty to fame fitch perfom^e as 
they IhinkeJiiteJI, either in refpeil of 
abilitie of defenfe, or^ill for iuge- 
ment, orpriuate r^ard efkindetuffe and dutie. Euery 
one of thefe confiderations, Syr, moue me of rig/U to offer 
this my late hufbands M. Afchams worke vnto you. For 
well remembryng how mueh all good leamyng oweth 
vnto you for defenfe therof, as the Vniuerfitie of Cam- 
brige, of which my faid late kufband was a member, 
haue in chofing you their worthy Chaunceller acknow- 
ledged, a$ul how happily you haue /pent your time in fiich 
fludies and earied the vfe therof to the right ende, to 
the good feruice of the Quenes Maieflie and your eontrey 
to all our benefites, thyrdly how mueh my fayd hufband 
was many wayes bound vnto you, and how gladly and 
comfortably he vfed in hys lyfe to recognife and report 
your goodneffe toward hym, leauyng with me then 
hys poore widow and a great fort of or phones a good 
comfort in the hope of your good aniinuance, which 
I haue truly found to me and tnyne, and the/fore do 
duely and dayly pray for you and yours : I could not 



i6 Preface. 

iiihh any man for whofe nam^ this booke was moreagre 

able for hope \of\ protection, more tnett for fubmifsion to 

iuiigemeiil, nor more due for refpefl of worthyneffe of your 

part and thankefultteffe of tny hufbandes and myne. 

Good I trust it Jliall do, as I am put in graxt hope by 

many very well learned that can well itidge Ikerof. 

Mete therefore I conipt it that fuch good as my hnfband 

■was able to doe and leaiie to tlu common weale, it fhould 

be receined vnder your name, and that the tvorld Jliould 

owe thanke therof to you, to wliom my hufband the 

authour of it was for good rueyued of you, mofl dutiefuUy 

bounden. And fo befechyng you, to take on you the de- 

fenfe of this booke, to auaunce the good that may come of 

it by your allowance and furtherance to publike vfe and 

bencfile, and to accept the thankefull recognition of me and 

my paore children, truflyng of the continuance of your 

good memorie of "iA. Afcham and his, anddayly 

commendyng the prof perous estate of you 

and yours to God whom you feme 

and whoes you arc, I rejl 

to trouble you. 

Your liumble Margaret 
Afcham. 



•St? A Prceface to the 

Reader. 



HHen the great plage was at Lon- 
don, the yeare 1563. the Quenes 
Maiedie Qucene Eluabtih, lay at 
herCaftleofWindforc: Where, vpon 
the lo.day of December, it foituned, 
that in Sir WiUtam Cudls chamber, 
hir HighnefTe Principall Secretarie, 
there dined togither thefe perfon- 
ages, M. Secretarie him felfe, Syr WUUam Ptter, Syr 
y. Mafon, D. Wotton, Syr Richard StukuUle Treafurer 
of the Exchecker, Syr Walter Mildmaye Chauncellor 
of the Exdiecker, M. Haddon Mailer of Requefles, 
M._^(4H^rf&yMafterof thelewellhoufe, M.^»wiwrf 
Hampton, M. Nicafius, xaA^. Of which number, the 
mofl part were of hir MaieAies motl honourable priuie 
Counfell, and the reafl feniing hir in verie good place. 
I was glad than, and do reioice yet to remember, that 
my chance was fo happie, to be there that day, in the 
companie of fo manie wife and good men togither, as 
hardly than could haue beene pi[c]ked out againe, out 
of all England befide. 

M. Secretarie hath this accudomed maner, though 
bis head be neuer fo full of mofl weightie affaires of 
the Realms yet, at diner time he doth feeme to lay 
them alwaies alide : and findeth euer fitte occalion to 
taulke pleafantlie of other matters, but moll gladlie of 
Ibme matter of learning : wherein, he will curteAie 
heare the minde of the meanell at his Table. 

Not long after our fitting donoe, I haue (UaDge 
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newes brought me, iajrth M. Secretarie, this morning, 
M. Sgcnta- that dluerfe Scholers of Eaton, be runne 
•»'• awaie from the Schole, for feare of beat- 

ing. Whereupon, M. Secretarie tooke occafion, to 
wifhe, that fome more difcretion were in many 
Scholemaflers, in vfmg corre<5lion, than commonlie 
there is. Who many times, punifhe rather, the weake- 
nes of nature, than the fault of the Scholer. Whereby, 
many Scholers, that might elfe proue well, be driuen 
to hate learning, before they knowe, what learning 
meaneth : and fo, are made willing to foriake their 
booke, and be glad to be put to any other kinde of 
liuing. 

VLPtur, ^ M. Pder^ as one fomewhat feuere of 
nature, (aid plainlie, that the Rodde onelie, was the 
fworde, that mud keepe, the Schole in obedience, and 
M. Woium, the Scholer in good order. M. Wotton^ a 
man milde of nature, with foft voice, and fewe wordes, 
inclined to M. Secretaries iudgemenl^ and (aid, in mine 
LudusU- opinion, the Scholehoufe fliould be in 
texanun. decdc, as it is called by name, the houfe of 

playe and pleafure, and not of feare and bondage: 
Plato ^ and as I do remember, fo faith Socrates in 
Rep. 7- one place of Plato, And therefore, if a 

Rodde carie the feare of a Sworde, it is no maruell, if 
thofe that be fearefuU of nature, chofe rather to for- 
iake the Plaie, than to (land alwaies within the feare 
of a Sworde in a fonde mans handling. M. 
M. MawH, Mafon^ after his maner, was verie merie 
with both parties, pleafantlie playing, both, with the 
(hrewde touches of many courfte boyes, and with the 
fmall difcretion of many leude Scholemafters. M. 
yL.Hadd<m, Haddoti was fullie of M. Peters opinion, 
and faid, that the bed Scholemafter of our time, was 
the greateft beater, and named the Perfon. Though, 
The Author of quoth I, it was his good fortune, to fend 
this booke. from his Schole, vnto the Vniuerfitie,,one 
of the bed Scholers in deede of all our time, yet wife 
men do thinke, that that came fo to paffe, rather, by 
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the great towaidnes of the Scholery than by the great 
beadiig of the Mailer: and Aether this be troe or no, 
you your felfe are beft-witnes. I laid fomewhat folder 
in the matter, how, and iHue^yong children, were foner 
allured by loue, than driuen by beating, to atteyne 
good learning: wherein I was the bolder to lay my 
minde, bicaufe M. Secretarie curteilie prouoked me 
thereunto : or elfe, in fuch a companie, and namelie 
in his praefence, my wonte is, to be more willing, to 
vfe mine eares, than to occupie my tonge. 

Syr Walter MUdmaye, M. AstUy, and the reft, laid 
verie litle : onelie Syr ^ick. Sadaail^ (aid nothing at 
alL After dinner I went vp to read with the Queenes 
Maieftie. We red than togither in the Greke tonge, 
as I well remember, that noble Oration j}^a>aA 
of Demasihaus againft jEfchines^ for his v^v«> 
falfe dealing in his Ambaf&ge to king P^^P^^ 
Philip of Macedonie. Syr Rich. Sachdle came vp 
fone after: and finding me in hir ^^^' cJZ^k^ 
fties priuie chamber, he tooke me by oommnnieatHm 
the hand, and caiymg me to a windoe, SJS^" 
(aid, M. Afcham^ I would not for a good booke. 
deale of monie, haue bene, this daae, abfent from 
diner. Where, though I laid nothing, yet I gaue as 
good eare, and do confider as well the taulke, that 
paffed, as any one did there. M. Secretarie laid very 
wifely, and moft truely, that many yong wittes be 
driuen to hate leaminge, before they know what 
leaminge is. I can be good witnes to this my felfe : 
For a fond Scholemafter, before I was ftillie fourtene 
yeare olde, draue me fo, with feare of beating, from 
all loue of leaminge, as nowe, when I know, what 
difference it is, to luuie leaminge, and to haue lide, or 
none at all, I feele it my greateft greife, and finde it 
my greateft hiute, that euer came to me^ that it was my 
fo ill chance^ to li^ht vpon fo lewde a Scholemafter. 
But feing it is but m vam, to lament thinges pafte, and 
alfo wifdome to looke to thinges to cum, furely, God 
willinge, if God lend me life, I will make this my mif- 
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hap, fome occafion of good hap, to litle Robert Sack- 
uilc my Tonnes fonne. For whofe bringinge vp, I 
would gladlie, if it fo pleafe 3rou, vfe fpecidlie your 
good aduice. I heare faie, you haue a fonne, modi 
of his age : we wil deale thus togither. Point you out 
a Scholemailer, who by your order, (hall teache my 
fonne and yours, and for all the reft, I will prouide, 
yea though they three do coft me a couple of hundred 
poundes by yeare : and befide, you ihall finde me as 
&ft a Frend to you and yours, as perchance any you 
haue. Which promife, the worthie lentleman furelie 
kept with me, vntill his dying daye. 

Thedieife ^^ ^^ ^^ farther taulke togither, of 

p<Natet</ bringing vp of children : of the nature, of 
thUbooice. quidke, and hard wittes: of the right choice 
of a good witte: of Feare, and loue in teachinge 
children. We pafled from children and came to yonge 
men, namely, lentlemen : we taulked of their to modi 
libeitie, to Hue as they luft : of their letting loufe to 
fone, to ouermoch experience of ill, contrarie to the 
good order of many good olde common welthes of the 
Periians and Grekes: of witte gathered, and good 
fortune gotten, by fome, onely by experience, without 
learning. And laftlie, he required of me verie eameft- 
lie, to ihewe, what I thought of the common goinge 
of Englilhe men into Italie. But, iayth he, bicaufe this 
place, and this tyme, will not fuffer fo long taulke, as 
thefe good matters require, therefore I pray you, at 
my requeft, and at your leyfure, put in fome order of 
writing, the dieife pointes of this our taulke, concern- 
ing, &e right order of teachinge, and honeftie of 
lining, for the good bringing vp of children and yong 
men. And furelie, befide contentinge me, you (hall 
both pleafe and profit verie many others. I made 
fome .excufe by lacke of habilitie, and weakenes of 
bodie : well, iayth he, I am not now to leame, what 
you can do. Our deare firende, good M. Goodricke^ 
whofe iudgement I could well Meue, did once for 
all, iati%e me fuUie therein. Againe, I heard you 
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fay, not long agoe, that you may thanke Syr l^ohn 
ChiJu^ for all the leaminge you haue : And I know 
verie well my felfe, that you did teach the Quene. 
And therefore feing God did fo blefle you, to make you 
the Scholer of the befl Mafter, and alfo the Schole- 
mafler of the bed Scholer, that euer were in our tyme» 
furelie, you fliould pleafe God, benefite your countrie, 
and honefl your owne name, if you would take the 
paines, to impart to others, what you learned of foch 
a Mafler, and how ye taught fuch a fcholer. And, in 
vttering the ftufie ye receiued of the one, in declanng 
the order ye tooke with the other, ye (hall neuer lacke, 
neither matter, nor maner, what to write, nor how to 
write in this kinde of Argument. 

I beginning fome fisuther excufe, fodeinlie was called 
to cum to the Queene. The night following, I flepi 
litle, my head was fo full of this our former taulke, 
and I fo mindefuU, fomewhat to fatiffie the honed re- 
^uefl of fo deare a frend. I thought to prepare fome 
htle treatife for a New yeares gift diat Chriflmas. But, 
as it chanceth to bufie builders, fo, in building thys 
my poore Scholehoufe (the rather bicaufe the forme 
of it is fomewhat new, and differing from others) the 
worke rofe dailie higher and wider, than I thought it 
would at the b^;inninge. 

And though it appeare now, and be in verie deede, 
but a fmall cota^e, poore for the fluffe, and rude for 
the workemanfhip, yet in going forward, I found the 
fite fo good, as I was lothe to giue it ouer, but the 
making fo cofllie, outreaching my habilitie, as many 
tymes I wifhed, that fome one of thofe three, my deare 
frendes, with full purfTes, Syr Tho, Smithe^ M. Haddon^ 
or M. Waifon^ had had the doing of it iSmUtk. 
Yet, neuertheleffe, I my felfe, fpending ^X^^^^ 
gladlie that lide, that I gatte at home by syr/. cuke, 
good Syr John Cheke^ and that that I bor- i^sturmima, 
rowed abroad of my frend Siurmius^ befide ^fS^^^. 
fomewhat that was left me in Reuerfion c&vf». 
by my olde Maflers, FkUc^ Arist^^tU^ and Cicero^ 
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I haae at lail patched it vp, as I could, and as you 
fee. If the matter be meane, and meanly handled, I 
piay you beare, both with me, and it : for neuer worke 
went vp in worfe wether, with mo lettes and ftoppes, 
than this poore Scholehoufe of mine. Weftminfter 
Hall can beaie fome witnefFe, befide moch weakenes 
of bodie, but more trouble of minde, by fome foch 
fores, as greue me to toche them my feUe, and there- 
fore I purpofe not to open them to others. And, in 
middes of outward iniuries, and inward cares, to enr 
x. creafe them withall, good Syr Rkk. Sack- 

vile dieth, that wor&e lentleman : That 
earned fauorer and furtherer of Gods true Religion : 
That faithfiill Seruitor to his Prince and Countrie : A 
kiuer c^ learning, and all learned men : Wife in all 
doinges: Curteffe to all perfons: (hewing fpite to 
none: domg govd to many: and as I well found, to 
me fo £i(l a frend, as I neuer loft the like before. 
Whan he was gone, my hart was dead. There was 
not one, that woare a blacke gowne for him, who 
caried a heuier hart for him, than I. Whan he was 
gone, I caft this booke awaie : I could not looke vpon 
it, but with weping eyes, in remembring him, who was 
the onelie fetter on, to do it, and wooLd haue bene, 
not onelie a glad commender of it, but alfo a fure and 
certaine comfort, to me and mine, for it Almoft two 
yeares togither, this booke lay fcattered, and n^le6ted, 
and had bene quite giuen ouer of me, if the goodneife 
of one had not giuen me fome life and fpirite againe. 
God, the mouer of goodneife, profper alwaies him and 
his, as he hath many times comforted me and mine, 
and, I truft to God, (hall comfort more and more. Of 
whom, moft iuftlie I may (aie, and verie oft, and al- 
waies gladlie, I am wont to (ky, that fweete verfe of 
Sefhades^ fpoken by Oedipus to worthie Thefeus. 

Thys hope hath helped me to end this booke : which, 
if he allowe, I (hall thinke my labours well imployed, 
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and fhall not moch aedeme the mifliking of any others. 
And I trufl, he (hall thinke the better of it, bicaufe he 
fhall finde the bed part thereof, to cum out of his 
Schole, whom he, of all men loued and liked bed. 

Yet fome men, frendly enough of nature, but of 
iinall iudgement in leaminge, do thinke, I take to 
moch paines, and fpend to moch time, in fettinge 
forth thefe childrens affaires. But thofe pz./^ in initio 
good men were neuer brought vp in So- 2*^J!f> 
crates Schole, who faith plainlie, that no JI^^^tw 
man goeth about a more godlie purpofe, $twr4pov 
than he that is mindfull of the good bring- ^Mp^nrot d» 
ing vp, both of hys owne, and other mens P^>^f^^^o, 
children. tm^'aT 

Hierfore, I trull, good and wife men, rw a^od, 
will thinke well of this my doing. And of koI rQ» 
other, that thinke otherwife, I will thinke o'*'^. 
my felfe, they are but men, to be pardoned for their 
follie, and pitied for their ignoraunce. 

In writing this booke, I haue had earned refpefle 
to three fpeciall pointes, trothe of Religion, honedie 
in lining, right order in learning. In which three 
waies, I praie God, my poore children may diligently 
wauike : for whofe fake^ as nature would, and reafon 
required, and neceflitie alfo fomewhat compelled, I 
was the willinger to take thefe paines. 

For, feing at my death, I am not like to leaue them 
any great dore of liuing, therefore in my life time, I 
thought good to bequeath vnto them, in this litle 
booke, as in my Will and Tedament, tiie right waie 
to good learning : which if they foUowe, with the feare 
of God, they (hall verie well cum to fufficiencie of 
liuinge. 

I wifhe alfo, with all my hart, that yong M. R<^. 
SackuUk^ may take that fhi£te of this labor, that his 
worthie Grauntfather purpofed he fliould haue done : 
And if any other do take, either proffet, or pleafure 
hereby, they haue caufe to thanke M. Robert SackuiUe^ 
for whom fpeciallie tliis my Scholemader was prouided. 
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And one thing I would haue the Reader confider 
in readinge this booke, that bicaufc, no Scholemafler 
hath charge of any childe, before he enter into hys 
Schole, therefore I leauing all foimcr care, of dieir 
good bringing vp, to wife and good Parentes, as a 
matter not belonging to the Scholemafler, I do appoint 
thys my Sdioleinallcr, than, and there to begin, where 
his office and charge b^nneth. Which chaise lafteth 
not long, but vntill the Scholer be made hable to go 
to the Vniuerfitie, to precede in Logik^ Rhetoricke, 
and other kindes of learning. 

Yet if my Scbolenialler, for loue he beareth to hys 

Scholer, Iball teach hym fomewhat for hys fiirtheiance, 

and better iudgcment in learning, that may feme 

him feucn yeare after in the Vaiueriitie, he 

doth hys Scholer no more wrong, nor de> 

ferueth no worfe name thereby, than he 

doth in London, who fellinge filke 

or cloth vnto his frend, doth 

giue him better meafure, 

than cither hys pro- 

mife or bargaine 

was. 

Farewdiin Ckritt. 
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Fter the childe hath learned per- 
fitlie the eight partes of fpeach, let 
him then leame the right ioyning 
togither of fubfUntiucs with adiec- 
tiues, the nowne with the verbe, 
the reUtiue with the antecedent 
And in learninge farther hys Syn- 
taxis, by mine aduice, he (hall not 
vfe the common order in common fcholes, for making 
of latines : wherby, the childe commonlie leameth, 
firil, an euill choice of wordes, (and right cu. dc 
choice of wordes, faith Gefar, is the' °*- "■ 
foundation of eloquence) than, a wrong placing of 
wordes; and laftlie, an ill framing of the fentencc, 
with a perueife iu^gement, both of wordes and Sen- 
tences. Thefe faultes, taking once roote in yougthe, 
be neuer, or hardlic, pluckt away in age. ^jj^rfut 
Moreouer, there is no one thing, that hath tiM munA 
more, either dulled the wittes, or taken Ch''^™- 
awaye the will of children from learning, then the care 
they haue, to fiktiffie their mailers, in making of latines. 

For, the fcholer, is commonlie beat for the making, 
when the mailer were more worthie to be beat for the 
mending, or rather, marring of the fame : The mafler 
many times, being as ignorant as the childe, what to 
laie properlie and fitlie to the matter. 

Two fcholemaflen haue fet forth in print, either of 
them a booke, of foch kindc of latinei, Htrmit 
Barman KoA WhittingtoH. wuitimgUm. 

A childe fhall Icame of the better of them, that, 
which an other daic, if he be wife, and cum to iudge- 
ment, he mufl be faine to vnleame againe. 
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There is a waie, touched in the fird booke of 
1 De Or. Cicero De Oraiarey which, wifelie brought 

into fcholes, truely taught, and conflantly vfed, would 
not onely take wholly away this butcherlie feare in 
making of latines, but would alfo, with eafe and plea- 
fure, and in fliort time, as I know by good experience, 
worke a true choice and placing of wordes, a right 
ordering of fentences, an eafie vnderftandyng of the 
tonge, a readines to fpeake, a facultie to write, a true 
iudgement, both of his owne, and other mens domges, 
what tonge fo euer he doth vfe. 

The waie is this. After the three Concordances 
learned, as I touched before, let the mafler read vnto 
hym the Epiftles of Cicero^ gathered togither and 
chofen out by Sturmius^ for die capacitie of children. 

Firfl,lethim teach the childe,cherefullie and plainlie. 
The order of ^^ caufe, and matter of the letter : then, let 
««•«*»«»• him conflrue it into Englifhe, fo ofl, as the 
childe may eafilie carie awaie the vnderflanding of it : 
LafUie, parfe it ouer perfitlie. This done thus, let 
the childe, by and b^, both conflrue and parfe it 
ouer againe: fo, that it may appeare, that the childe 
douteth in nothing, that his mailer taught him be- 
fore. After this, the childe mud take a paper booke, 
and fitting in fome place, where no man fhall prompe 
him, by him felf, let him tranflate into Englifhe his 
Two paper former leflbn. Then fhewing it to his 
twkes. mafler, let the mader take from him his 

latin booke, and paufmg an houre, at the lead, than 
let the childe tranflate his owne Englifhe into latin 
againe, in an other paper booke. When the childe 
bringeth it, turned into latin, the mader mud compare 
it with Tuilies booke, and late them both togither : and 
where the childe doth well, either in chofmg, or true 
Chiidrcnieame pl^cing of 7\iliies wordes, let the mader 
\j prayie. piaife him, and faie here ye do well For I 
aflure you, there is no fuch whetdone, to fharpen a good 
witte and encourage a will to leaminge, as is praife. 

But if the childe miffe, either in forgetting a worde, 



the brynging vp of youth. 27 

or in chaunging a good with a worfe, or mifordering 
the fentence, I would not haue the mafter, either 
froune, or chide with him, if the childe haue done his 
diligence, and vfed no trewandfhip therein. For I 
know by good experience, that a childe fhall take more 
profit of two fautes, ientlie warned of, then lenUeness in 
of foure thinges, rightly hitt For than, teaching. 
the mafler (hall haue good occafion to laie vnto him. 
N. JWie would haue vfed fuch a worde, not this : 
TltUie would haue placed this word here, not there : 
would haue vfed this cafe, this number, this, perfon, 
this degree, this gender: he would haue vfed this 
moode, this tens, this fimple, rather than this com- 
pound : this aduerbe here, not there : he would haue 
ended the fentence with this verbe, not with that 
nowne or participle, etc. 

In thefe fewe lines, I haue wrapped vp, the mod 
tedious part of Grammer: and aJfo the ground of 
almofl all the Rewles, that are fo bufilie taught by 
the Mafler, and fo hardlie learned by the Scholer, in 
all common Scholes : which after this fort, the mafler 
fhall teach without all error, and the fcholer fhall 
leame without great paine : the mafler being led by 
fo fure a guide, and the fcholer being brought into fo 
plaine and eafie awaie. And therefore, we do not 
contemne Rewles, but we gladlie teach Rewles : and 
teach them, more plainlie, fenfiblie, and orderlie, than 
they be commonlie taught in common Scholes. For 
whan the Mafler fhall compare TuUies booke \iath his 
Fthe] Scholers tranflation, let the Mafler, at the firfl, 
lead and teach his Scholer, to ioyne the Rewles of his 
Grammer booke, with the examples of his prefent 
leflbn, vntill the Scholer, by him felfe, be hable to 
fetch out of his Grammer, euerie Rewle, for euerie 
Example : So, as the Grammer booke be euer in the 
Scholers hand, and alfo vfed of him, as a Dictionarie, 
for euerie prefent vfe. This is a liuely and perfite 
waie of teaching of Rewles : where the common waie, 
vfed in common Scholes, to read the Grammer alone 
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by it felfe, is tedious for the Mailer, hard for the 
Scholer, colde and vncumfortable for them bothe. 

Let your Scholer be neuer afraide, to aike you any 
dou[b]ty but vfe difcretlie the bed allurements ye can, 
to encorage him to the fame : left, his ouermodi hear- 
inge of you, driue him to feeke fome miforderlie (hifte : 
as, to feeke to be helped by fome other booke, or 
to be prompted by fome other Scholer, and fo goe 
aboute to b^ujile you moch, and him felfe more. 

With this waie, of good vnderllanding the ma[t]ter, 
plaiue conllruinge, diligent parlinge, dailie tranilat- 
mge, cherefiill admonifhinge, and heedefull amendinge 
of &ultes: neuer leauinge behinde iude praife for 
well doiuge, I would haue the Scholer brought vp 
withall, till he had red, and tranilatedouer ye fiiil booke 
of EpifUes chofen out by Sturmius^ with a good peece 
of a Comedie of Tererue alfo. 

All this while, by mine aduife, the childe (hall vfe 
to fpeake no latine : For, as Cicero iaith in like matter, 
Latin speak. ^^ ^^ wordcs, loqumdo^ moU loqm 
r«* difcuftt. And, that excellent learned man, 

G. Bwimu. Q ^i^ateitf, in his Grecke Commentaries, 
fore complaineth, that whan he began to leame the 
latin tonge, vfe of fpeaking latin at the table, and elfe- 
where, vnaduifedlie, did bring him to foch an euill 
choice of wordes, to foch a crooked framing of fen- 
tencesy that no one thing did hurt or hinder him more^ 
all the daies of his life afterward, both for redineffe in 
fpeaking; and alfo good iudgement in writinge. 

In veiy deede, if children were brought vp, in foch 
a houfe, or foch a Schole, where the latin tonge were 
properlie and periitlie fpoken, as Tib. and Co. Grata 
were brought vp, in their mother Cormiias houfe, 
furelie, than the dailie vfe of fpeaking, were the beft 
and r^uiiefl waie, to leame the latin tong. But now, 
commonlie, in the beft Scholes in England, for wordes, 
' right dioice is fmallie regarded, true proprietrie wholUe 
neglected, confufion is brought in, barbarioufhefTe is 
br^ up fo in yong wittes, as afterward they be, not 
'elie marde for fpeaking, but alfo corrapted in iudge- 
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ment: as with moch adoe, or neuer at all, they be 
brought to right frame againe. 

Yetallmen couet to haue their children fpeake latin : 
and fo do I verie eamefUie toa We bothe, haue one 
purpofe : we agree in defire, we wifh one end : but we 
dififer fomewhat in order and waie, that leadeth rightlie 
to that end Other would haue them fpeake at all 
aduentiires : and, fo they be fpeakinge, to fpeake, the 
Mailer careth not, the Scholer knoweth not, what. 
This is, to feeme, and not to bee : except it be, to be 
bolde without ihame, rafhe without (kill, full of wordes 
without witte. I wifh to haue them fpeake fo, as it 
may well appeare, that the braine doth goueme the 
tonge, and that reafon leadeth forth the taulke. So- 
crates doctrine is true in Plato^ and well ptai0, 
marked, and truely by Horace in Arte H^rat, 
Poetica^ that, where fo euer knowledge doth accom- 
panic the witte, there bed vtterance doth alwaies awaite 
vpon the tonge: For, good vnderflanding mud firfl 
be bred in the childe, which, being nuriflied Much writ n 
with (kill, and vfe of writing (as I will teach breedeTrreafy 
more laigelie hereafter) is the onelie waie •P«*''y««- 
to bring him to iudgement and readinelfe in fpeakinge: 
and that in farre fhorter time (if he followe conflantlie 
the trade of this lit[tjle leflbn) then he (hall do, by 
common teachinge of the common fcholes in England. 

Buty to go forward, as you perceiue, your fcholer to 
goe better and better on awaie, firfl, with vnderfland- 
ing his leffon more quicklie, with parfmg more readelie, 
with tranflating more fpedelie and perfitlie then he 
was wonte, after, giue him longer leflbns to tranflate : 
and withall, begin to teach him, both in nownes, and 
verbes, what is Froprium^ and what is 
TY-anJlatum, what Synonymum, what IH- dSTrJ^JS^ 
uer/um^ which be Contraria^ and which be ^H^, 
moft notable Fhrafes in all his leAure. 

As: 



teachyng. 



Praprium. i'ff«'^«'«' 
^ \ magnifiu. 
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i Cum illoprincipe^ 
X fepulta est et gloria 
\ ei Saius R^f^publioB* 



Tranjlatum, 



Synonyma, 



Diuerfa, 



( Enfis^ Gladius. 
\ Laudare^ pradicare, 

i Diligere^ Amare. 
< CaUre^ Exardefcere 
\ Inimkus^ HosHs. 



Contraria. 



{Acerbum et lu^hiofum 
bellum. 
Duids et Icsia 
Fax. 



Phrafes, 



{Dare verba, 
abjicere obeeUeniiam. 



Your fdioler then, mud haue the third paper booke : 
The Utyrd ^ the which, after he hath done his double 
laperbokc tranflation, let him write, alter this fort 
foure of thefe forenamed fixe, diUgentlie marked out 
of euerie lefTon. 



Quatuar. 



Propria, 
Tranflata., 
Synonyma. 
Diuerfa. 
Coniraria. 
^ Fhrafes. 



Or elfe, three, or two, if there be no moe : and if 
there be none of thefe at all in fome lecture, yet not 
omitte the order, but write thefe. 

{Diuerfa nulla. 
Contraria nulla, etc. 

This diligent tranllating, ioyned with this heedefull 
marking, in the foreiaid Epiftles, and alterwarde in 
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iome plaine Oration of TuUU^ as, pro lege Manil: fro 
ArcJua Foeta^ or in thofe three ad, C Caf\ ihall worke 
foch a right choife of wordes, fo flreight a framing of 
fentences, foch a true iudgement, bodi to write (kil- 
fullie, and fpeake wittlelie, as wife men ihall both 
praife, and maruell at 

If your fcholer do miffe fometimes, in marking 
rightlie thefe forefaid fixe thinges, chide not haflelie : 
for that ihall, both dull his witte, and dif- lendenesia 
corage his diligence : butmoniih himgen- teaching, 
telie : which ihall make him, both willing to amende, 
and glad to go forward in loue and hope of learning. 

I haue now wiihed, twife or thrife, this gentle nature, 
•to be in a Scholemailer : And, that I haue done fo, 
neither by chance, nor without fome reafon, I will 
now declare at large, why, in mine opinion, Loue. 
loue is fitter then feare, ientlenes better Feaie. 
then beating, to bring vp a childe rightlie in leaminge. 

With the common vfeof teaching and bating in com- 
mon fcholes of England, I will not greatlie Commoa 
contend : which if I did, it were but a fmall Schoie*. 
grammaticall controuerfie, neither belonging to herefie 
nor treafon, nor greatly touching God nor Sie Prince : 
although in very deede, in the end, the good or ill 
bringing vp of children, doth as much feme to the 
good or ill feruice, of God, our Prince, and our whole 
countrie, as any one thing doth befide. 

I do gladlie agree wi£ all good Scholemailers in 
thefe pointes : to haue children brought to good per- 
fitnes in learning : to all honeilie in maners : to haue 
all fau[l]tes rightlie amended: to haueeuerie vice feue- 
relie corrected : but for the order and waie that lead- 
eth rightlie to thefe pointes, we fomewhat differ. For 
commonlie, many fdiolemailers, fome, as shane 
I haue feen, moe, as I haue heard tell, SchoEnaitert. 
be of fo crooked a nature, as, when they meete 
with a hard wxtted fcholer, they rather bresdce him, 
than bowe him, rather marre him, then mend him. 
For whan the fcholemailer is angrie with fome other 
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matter, then will he fonefl faul to beate his fcholer : 
and though he him felfe Ihould be punifhed for his 
folie, yet mud he beate fome fcholer for his pleafure : 
though there be no caufe for him to do fo, nor yet 
fault in the fcholer to deferue fo. Thefe ye will diy, 
be fond fcholemaflers, and fewe they be, that be found 
to be foch. They be fond in deede, but furelie ouer- 
many foch be found euerie where. But this will I 
Nmtnra iay, that euen the wifeil of your great 

P*™***^ batters, do as oft punifhe nature, as they 
do correcte fiuiltes. Yea, many times, the better na- 
ture, is forer punifhed: For, if one, by quidcnes ot 
witte, take his leifon readelie, an other, by hardnes of 
witte, taketh it not fo fpeedelie: the firfl is alwaies 
conmiended, the other is commonlie puniflied : whan 
a wife fcholemailer, Ihould rather difcretelie conlider 
the right difpoiition of both their natures, and not 
fo modi wey what either of them is able to do now, 
QnidBewitiet AS what either of them is Ukdie to do 
ferksTByas. hereafter. For this I know, not onelie 
by reading of bookes in my ftudie, but alfo by 
experience of life, abrode in the world, that tiiofe, 
which be commonlie the wifeft, the beft learned, and 
beft men alfo, when they be olde, were neuer com- 
monlie the quickeft of witte, when they were yonge. 
The caufes why, amongeft other, which be many, that 
moue me thus to thinke, be thefe fewe, which I will 
recken. Quicke wittes commonlie, be apte to take, 
ynapte to keepe : foone bote and defirous of this and 
that: as colde and fone wery of the fame againe: 
more quicke to enter fpedelie, than hable to pearfe 
farre : euen like ouer iharpe tooles, whole edges be 
verie foone turned. Soch wittes ddite them felues in 
eafie and plealant ftudies, and neuer pafle Dure for- 
ward in hie and hard fdences. And therefore thequidc- 
e(l wittes commonlie may proue the beft Poetes, but 
not the wifeft Orators : readie of tonge to fpeak bold- 
9|ii^<Bwitta. lie, not deepe of iudgement, dther for good 
^c^!"*"*" counfell or wife writing. Alfo, for maners 
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and life, quicke wittes commonlie, be, in defire, 
newfangle[d], in purpofe, vnconflant, light to proraife 
any thing, readie to foiget euery thing: both bene- 
fite and iniurie : and therby neither fail to frend, nor 
fearefuU to foe : inquilitiue of euery trifle, not fecret in 
greatefl affaires : bolde, with any perfon : bufie, in euery 
matter : fo[o]thing, foch as be prefent : nipping any that 
is abfent : of nature alfo, alwaies, flattering their betters, 
enuying their equals, defpifing their inferiors : and, by 
quicknes of witte, verie quicke and readie, to like 
none fo well as them felues. 

Moreouer commonlie, men, very quicke of witte, be 
alfo, verie light of conditions : and thereby, very readie 
of difpofition, to be caried ouer quicklie, by any light 
cumpanie, to any riot and vnthriftines when they be 
yonge : and therfore feldome, either honefl of life, or 
riche in lining, when they be olde. For, quicke in 
witte, and light in maners, be, either feldome troubled, 
or verie fone we[e]ry, in carying a verie heuie purfe. 
Quicke wittes alfo be, in mod part of all their domges, 
ouer quicke, hailie, raflie, headie, and brainficke. 
Thefe two lafl wordes, Headie, and Brainficke, be 
fitte and proper wordes, rifmg naturallie of the matter, 
and tearmed aptlie by the condition, of ouer moch 
quickenes of witte. In yougthe alfo they be, readie 
fcoffers, priuie mockers, and euer ouer light and mer[r]y. 
In aige, fone teflie, very wafpiihe, and alwaies ouer 
miferable : and yet fewe of them cum to any great 
aige, by reafon of their mifordered life when they were 
yong : but a greate deale fewer of them cum to fhewe 
any great countenance, or beare any great authoritie 
abrode in the world, but either liue obfcurelie, men 
know not how, or dye obfcurelie, men marke not whan. 
They be like trees, that fhewe forth, faire blofioms and 
broad leaues in fpring time, but bring out fmall and 
not long lafling fruite in haruefl time : and that onelie 
foch, as fall, and rotte, before they be ripe, and fo, 
neuer, or feldome, cum to any good at all. For this 
ye fhall finde mod true by experience, that amongefl a 

c 
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number of quicke wittes in youthe, fewe be found, in 
the end, either veiie fortunate for them felues, or verie 
profitable to feme the common wealth, but decay and 
vanifh, men know not which way : except a very 
fewe, to whom peraduenture blood and happie paren- 
tage, may perchance purchace a long (landing vpon 
the (lage. The which felicitie, becaufe it commeth 
by others procuring, not by their owne deferuinge, and 
(land by other mens feete, and not by their own, what 
owtward brag fo euer is borne by them, is in deed, of 
it felfe, and in wife mens eyes, of no great eflimation. 

Some wittes, moderate enough by nature, be many 
Som sdences tymes mardc by ouer moch (ludie and vfe 
JSdmi"S,ri? of fome fciences, namelie, Muficke, Arith- 
mancrs. metick, and Geometrie. Thies fciences, 

as they fharpen mens wittes ouer moch, fo they change 
mens maners ouer fore, if they be not moderatlie 
mingled, and wifclie applied to fom good vfe of life. 
MathemadcaJi Marke all Mathematical! heades, which be 
*«»d«^ onely and wholy bent to thofe fciences, 

how folitarie they be themfelues, how vnfit to Hue with 
others, and how vnapte to feme in the world. This 
is not onelie knowen now by common experience, but 
vttered long before by wife mens Judgement and fen- 
CaitH, tence. Galene faith, modi Mufick niar- 

piato, reth mens maners : and Plato hath a not- 

able place of the lame thing in his bookes de Rep. 
well marked alfo, and excellentlie tranflated by TuUie 
himfelf. Of this matter, I wrote once more at laige, 
XX. yeare a go, in my booke of Ihoting : now I thought 
but to toucli it, to proue, that ouer moch quicknes of 
witte, either giuen by nature, or (harpened by (ludie, 
doth not commonlie bring forth, eyther greatdl learn- 
ing, bed maners, or happied life in the end 

Contrariewi(e, a witte in youth, that is not ouer 
Hard Witt in dulle, hcauie, kuottie and lumpi(he, but 
*«*"»»«• hard, rough, and though (omwhat (la(fi(he, 

as Tullie wi(heth otium^ quietum^ non languidum : and 
negotium cum labore^ nan cum periculo^ fuch a witte I 
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fay, if it be, at the firll well handled by the mother, 
and rightlie fmoMthed and wrought as it fhould, not 
ouer[t]whartlie, and againd the wood, by the fchole- 
mafler, both for learning, and hole couxfe of liuing, 
proueth alwaies the befl. In woode and (lone, not 
the foftefl, but hardefl, be alwaies aptefl, for portra- 
ture, both faired for pleafure, and rood durable for 
proffit Hard wittes be hard to receiue, but lure to 
keepe : painefull without werinefle, hedefuU without 
wauering, condant without newfanglenes : bearing 
heauie thinges, thoughe not lightlie, yet willinglie; 
entring hard thinges, though not eafelie, yet depelie ; 
and fo cum to that perfitnes of learning in the ende, 
that quicke wittes, feeme in hope, but do not in deede, 
or elfe verie feldome, euer attaine vnto. Hard wits 
Alfo, for maners and life, hard wittes com- |°?\*3.*" 
monlie, ar[e] hardlie caried, either to defire 
euerie new thing, or elfe to maruell at euery drange 
thinge : and therefore they be carefull and*diligent in 
their own matters, not curious and bufey in other mens 
affaires : and fo, they becum wife them felues, and alfo 
ar[e] counted honed by others. They be graue,dedfad, 
filent of tong, fecret of hart Not hadie in making, 
but condant in ke[ejping any promife. Not radie in 
vttering, but war[y]e m confidering euery matter : and 
therby, not quicke in fpeaking, but deepe of iudge- 
ment, whether they write, or giue counfell in all 
waightie affaires. And theis be the men, that becum 
in the end, both mod happie for themfelues, and al- 
waife bed edemed abrode in the world. 

I haue bene longer in defcribing, the nature, the 
good or ill fucceffe, of the quicke and hard witte, than 
perchance fom will thinke, this place and The best wittes 
matter doth require. But my purpofe was SJJIJJ/^ 
hereby, plainlie to vtter, what iniurie is other liuyng. 
offered to all leaminge, and to the common welthe 
alfo, fird, by the fond father in chofmg, but chiefiie by 
the lewd fcholemader in beating and driuing away the 
bed natures from learning. A childe that is dill, filent. 
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conflaut, and fomwhat hard of witte, is either neuet 
chofen by the father to be made a fcholer, or elfe, 
when he commeth to the fchole, he is fmally regarded, 
little looked vnto, he lacketh teaching, he lacketh co- 
raging, he lacketh all thinges, onelie he neuer lacketh 
beating, nor any word, that may moue him to hate 
learninge, nor any deed that may driue him from 
learning, to any other kinde of lining. 

And when this (adde natured, and hard witted 
Hard wits child, is bette from his booke, and becum- 
SiSJ k^de ™c'^ ^cr eyther ftudent of the common 
of !yfe. lawe, or page in the Court, or feruingman, 

or bound prentice to a merchant, or to fom handie- 
crafte, he proueth in the ende, wifer, happier and 
many tymes honeRer too, than many of theis quick 
wittes do, by their learninge. 

Learning is, both hindrc^ and iniured to[o], by the ill 
choice of them, that fend yong fcholers to the vniuer- 
lities. Of whom mud nedes cum all oure Diuines, 
Lawyers, and Phyficions. 

Thies yong fcholers be chofen commonlie, as yong 
The m dioice ^pples be chofcn by children, in a faire 
of wittes for garden about ^9. lames tyde : a childe will 
**™^'* chofe a fweeting, becaufe it is prefentlie 
faire and pleafant, and refiife a Runnet, becaufe it is 
than grene, hard, and fowre, whan the one, if it be 
eaten, doth breed, both wormes and ill humors : the 
other if it (land his tyme, be ordered and kepte as it 
fhould, is holfom of it felf, and helpeth to the good 
digeilion of other meates : Sweetinges, wiil receyue 
wormes, rotte, and dye on the tree, and neuer or 
feldom cum to the gathering for good and lading 
(lore. 

For verie greafe of hearte I will not applie the fimi- 
litude: but hereby, is plainlie feen, how learning is 
robbed of hir bed wittes, fird by the greate beating, 
and after by the ill chofing of fcholers, to go to the 
vniuerfities. Whereof cummeth partelie, Uiat Icwde 
and fpitefuU prouerbe, founding to the greate hurte of 
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learning, and fliame of learned men, that, the greated 
Clerkes be not the wifeft men. 

And though I, in all this difcourfe, feem plainlie to 
prefer, hard and roughe wittes, before quicke and light 
wittes, both for leamyng and maners, yet am I not 
ignorant that fom quicknes of witte, is a fmguler gifte 
of God, and fo mod rare emonges men, and namelie 
fuch a witte, as is quicke without lightnes, fharpe with- 
out brittlenes, defirous of good thinges without new- 
fanglenes, diligent in painfull thinges without werifom- 
ncs, and conflant in good will to do all thinges well, 
as I know was in Syr John Cheke^ and is in fom, that 
yet liue, in whome all theis faire qualities of witte ar[e] 
fullie mette togither. 

But it is notable and trewe, that Socrates laith in 
Plato to his frende Crito. That, that put:U 
number of men is fewed, which far ex- ^^*^»*' 
cede, either in good or ill, in wifdom or folie, but the 
meane betwixt both, be the greated num- "Venesoodor 
ber: which he proueth trewe in diuerfe £"J^"£*' 
other thinges : as in greyhoundes, emonges number, 
which fewe are found, exceding greate, or exceding 
litle, exceding fwift, or exceding flowe: And ther- 
fore, I fpeaking of quick and hard wiltes, I ment, 
the common number of quicke and hard wittes, 
emonges the which, for the mod parte, the hard witte, 
proueth manie times, the better learned, wifer and 
honeder man: and therfore, do I the more lament, 
that foch wittes commonlie be either kepte from learn- 
ing, by fond fathers, or be[a]t[e] from learning by lewde 
fcholemaders. 

And fpeaking thus moche of the wittes of children 
for learning, the opportunitie of the place, Honemen be 
and goodnes of the matter might require jj« jf jJ'JJJJ 
to haue here declared the mod fpeciall c9te. tiBn 
notes of a good witte for learning in a Sch^master* 
childe, after the maner and cudume of a knowledge of 
good horfman, who is fkilfull, to know, •«®**^*'«- 
and hable to tell others, how by certein fure fignes, a 
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man may choife a colte, that is like to proue an other 
day, excellent for the faddle. And it is pit[t]ie, that 
commonlie, more care is had, yea and that emonges 
A good Rider vcrie wifc men, to finde out rather a cun- 
SS"haiTJoti nynge man for their horfe, than a cunnyng 
Schoieinastcr. man for their children. They fay nay in 
worde, but they do fo in dede. For, to the one, they will 
gladlie giue a flipend of 200. Crounes by [the] yeare, 
and loth to offer to the other, 200. fhillinges. God, that 
fitteth in heauen laugheth their choice to (korne, and 
Horse well rewardeth their liberalitie as it fliould : for 
broken, chii- he fuffereU) them, to haue, tame and well 
rem toug t. Qj-^j^^g^ horfe, but wilde and vnfortunate 
Children : and therfore in the ende they finde more plea- 
fure in their horfe, than comforte in their children. 

But concerning the trewe notes of the befl wittes 
for learning in a child e, I will reporte, not myne own 
opinion, but the very iudgement of him, that was 
counted the befl teacher and wifefl man that learning 
piato'xxx 7 m^keth mention of, and that is Socrates in 
dc Rep. riatOy who expreffeth orderlie thies feuen 

plaine notes to choife a good witte in a child for 
learn inge. 

2 JMioy/xwi*. 

Trewe notes of a \ *T» \ ' 

good wine. ■ 4 *PaAO"OIOS. 

6 Z>yT>;TrK'os. 
I 7 <I»iA€7ratros. 

And bicaufe I write Knglifli, and to Englifhemen, I 
will plainlie declare in Engliflie both, what thies wordcs 
of Plato meane, and how aptlie they be linked, and 
how orderlie they fol[l]o\v one an other. 

witte. Is he, that is apte by goodnes of witte, 

Will. and apjjliable by readines of will, to learn- 

ing, hauincr all other (|ualities of the minde and partes 
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of the bodie, that mufl an other day ferue learning, not 
tro[u]bled, mangled, and halfed, but founde, whole, full, 
and hable to do their office : as, a tong, The tnnc. 
not flamering, or ouer hardlie drawing forth wordes, 
but plaine, and redie to deliuer the meaning of the 
minde : a voice, not fofte, weake, piping, The voice, 
womannifhe, but audible, flronge, and manlike: a 
countenance, not werifhe and crabbed, but Face, 
faire and cumlie: a perfonage, not wretched and 
deformed, but taule and goodlie: for Stature, 
furelie a cumlie countenance, with a goodlie flature, 
geueth credit to learning, and authoritie Leamvn^ 
to the perfon : otherwife commonlie, either jJ'JJSiir'*' 
open contcmpte, or priuie difiauour doth personage, 
hurte, or hinder, both perfon and learning. And, euen 
as a faire flone requireth to be fette in the fined gold, 
with the bed workmanfhyp, or elfe it lefeth moch of the 
Grace and price, euen fo, excellencye in learning, and 
namely Diuinitie, ioyned with a cumlie perfonage, is a 
meruelous lewell in the world. And liow can a 
cumlie bodie be better employed, than to ferue the 
faired exercife of Goddes greated gifte, and that is 
learning. But commonlie, the faired bodies, ar[e] be- 
dowed on the fouled purpofes. I would it were not 
fo : and with examples herein I will not medle : yet I 
wifhe, that thofe diold, both mynde it, and medle with 
it, which haue mod occafion to looke to it, as good 
and wife fathers (hold do, and greated authoritie to 
amend it, as good and wife magidrates ought to do : 
And yet I will not let, op>enlie to lament the vnfortun- 
ate cafe of learning herein. 

For, if a father haue foure fonnes, three faire and 
well formed both mynde and bodie, the 
fourth, wretched, lame, and deformed, his crc!u™c$ 
choice dialbe, to put the word to learning, ~'JJ^°"'jf "^ 
as one good enoughe to becum a fcholer. •^'"y"*- 
I haue fpent the mod parte of my life in the Vniuer- 
fitie, and therfore I can beare good witnes that 
many fathers commonlie do thus: wherof, I haue hard 
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many wife, learned, and as good men as euer I knew, 
make great, and oft complainte : a good horfeman will 
choife no foch colte, neither for his own, nor yet for 
his maRers ladle. And thus moch of the firfl note. 

Memone. Good of memorie, a fpeciall parte of the 

firfl note 6v<^vi}s, and a mere benefite of nature : yet it 
is fo necefTarie for learning : as Flato maketh it a 
feparate and perfite note of it felfe, and that fo princi- 
pall a note, as without it, all other giftes of nature do 
Aui, GtL (mall feruice to learning, Afranius^ that 
olde Latine Poete maketh Memorie the mother of 
learning and wifedome, faying thus. 

Vfus megmuit^ Mater peperit memoria^ and though 
it be the mere gifte of nature, yet is memorie well 
preferued by vfe, and moch encreafed by order, as our 
Three sure fcholer mufl leame an other day in the 
JSJf^* Vniuerfitie : but in a childe, a good me- 
morie. morie is well known, by three properties : 
that is, if it be, quicke in receyuing, fure in keping, 
and redie in deliuering forthe againe. 

Giuen to loue learning : for though a child haue all 
the giftes of nature at wifhe, and perfection of memorie 
at will, yet if he haue not a fpeciall loue to learning, he 
ihall neuer attaine to moch learning. And theifore 
Ifocraies^ one of the noblefl fcholemaflers, that is in 
memorie of learning, who taught Kinges and Princes, 
as Halicamaffaus writeth, and out of whofe fchole, as 
Tullie faith, came forth, mo noble Capitanes, mo wife 
Councelors, than did out of Epdus horfe at Troic 
This Ifocrates^ I iay, did caufe to be written, at the 
entrie of his fchole, in golden letters, this golden 
fentence, wv r^ ^iAofui6^i^s, lfTr\ 7roXvfjM0rji which 
excellentlie faid in Greekf^ is thus rudelie in Englilhe, 
if thou loued learning, thou (halt attayne to moch 
learning. 
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Is he, that hath a luil to labor, and a will to take 
paines. For, if a childe haue all the benefites of nature, 
with perfection of memorie, loue, like, and praife 
learning neuer fo rooch, yet if he be not of him felfe 
painfull, he (hall neuer attayne vnto it And yet where 
loue is prefent, labor is feldom abfent, and nanielie in 
(ludie of learning, and matters of the mynde : and ther- 
fored id Ifocrata rightlie fudge, that if his fcholer were 
if>ikofiaOijs he cared for no more. AriJlotU^ variing 
from Ifocraicsvci priuate affaires of life, but agreing with 
Tf aerates in common iudgement of learning, for loue and 
labor in learning, is of the fame opinion, vttered in thefe 
wordes, in his Rhetorike odTheode^Un. Li- ^ Rhet. ad 
bertie kindleth loue : Loue refufeth no labor : Theod, 
and labor obteyneth what fo euer it feeketh. And yet 
neuertheleffe, Goodnes of nature may do .little good: 
Perfection of memorie, may feme to fmall vfe : All loue 
may be employed in vayne : Any labor may be fone 
graualed, if a man trufl alwaies to his own (inguler 
witte, and >\nll not be glad fomt3rme to heare, take ad- 
uife, and learne of an other : And therfore doth Soerates 
very notablie adde the fifte note. 

He, that is glad to heare and learne of an other. 
For otherwife, he fliall (licke with great troble, where 
he might go eafeiie forwarde : and alio catche hardlie 
a verie litle by his owne toyle, whan he might gather 
quicklie a good deale, by an others mans teaching. 
But now there be fome, that haue great loue to learn- 
ing, good lufl to labor, be willing to learne of others, 
yet, either of a fonde fhamefaflnes, or elfe of a proud 
folie, they dare not, or will not, go to learne of an 
nother: And therfore doth Soerates wifelie adde the 
iixte note of a good witte in a childe for learning, and 
that is. 
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He, that is naturallie bold to aflce any quedion, deiirous 
to fearche out any dou[b]te, not afhamed to learne of the 
meaned, not afiraide to go to the greatefl, vntiil he be 
perfitelie taught, and fullie fatilhede. The feuenth 
and lafl poynte is. 

7 ^lAciraivos. 

He, that loueth to be praifed for well doing, at his 
father, or maflers hand. A childe of this nature, will 
eamedlie loue leam3mg, gladlie labor for learning, 
willinglie learne of other, boldlie afke any dou[b]te. And 
thus, by Socrates iudgement, a good father, and a wife 
fcholemafler, (hold chofe a childe to make a fcholer 
of, that hath by nature, the forefayd perfite qualities, 
and cumlie furniture, both of mynde and bodie, hath 
memorie, quicke to receyue, fure to keape, and readie 
to deliuer : hath loue to learning : hath lufl to labor : 
hath defire to learne of others : hath boldnes to afke 
any queflion : hath mynde holie bent, to wynne praife 
by well doing. 

The two firfle poyntes be fpeciall benefites of nature : 
which neuertheleiTe, be well preferued, and moch en- 
creafed by good order. But as for the fiue lafle, loue, 
labor, gladnes to learne of others, boldnes to afke 
dou[b]tes, and will to wynne praife, be wonne and main- 
tened by the onelie wifedome and difcretion of the 
fcholemafler. Which fiue poyntes, whether a fchole- 
mafler fhall work fo[o]ner in a childe, by fearefuU 
beating, or curtefe handling, you that .be wife, iudge. 

Yet fome men, wife in deede, but in this matter, 
more by feueritie of nature, than any wifdome at all, 
do laugh at vs, when we thus wiflie and reafon, that 
yong children (hould rather be allured to learning by 
ientilnes and loue, than compelled to learning, by 
beating and feare : They fay, our reafons ferue onelie 
to breede torth talke, and paffe a waie tyme, but we 
neuer faw good fcholemafler do fo, nor neuer red of 
wife man that thought fo. 
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Yes forfothe : as wife as they be, either in other mens 
opinion, or in their owne conceite, I will bring the con- 
trarie iudgement of him, who, they them felues (hall con- 
feffe, was as wife as they are, or elfe they may be iudlie 
thought to haue fmall witte at all : and that is Socrates^ 
whofe iudgement vaFlcUo is plainlie this in thefe />^/^ ^q ^^ 
wordes : which, bicaufe they be verie notable, d« R«p- 
I will recite them in his owne tonge, ovltv fiaSrjfia fier^ 
SovActas )(pri fjLav0dv€iv: ol iikv yh^ rov crcu/iaros irovoi^i^ 
vovovfi€VOi X€Lf>ov ovScv TO tTtafi/k diir^pva^vrai ; "yv^Q 
3c, pUitov ovSkv i/i/iovov fjidOrjfiaz in £ngli(he thus. No 
learning Oughtto.be learned with bondage: For, bodelie 
labors, wrought by compulfion, hurt not the bodie : but 
any learning learned by compulfion, tarieth not long in 
the mynde : And why ? For what foeuer the mynde doth 
leame vnwillinglie with feare, the fame it doth quicklie 
forget without care. And led proude wittes, that loue 
not to be contraryed, but haue lufl to wrangle or trifle 
away troth, will fay, that Socrates meaneth not this 
of childi'ens teaching, but of fom other higher learn- 
yng, heare, what Socrates in the fame place doth more 
plainlie fay : fi^ toLvxjv ^l^ ; <ii dpurrt^ rovs iratSas €v 
TOiS /JLaOi^fuuriv, dX.Xa irai^ovras t^c'^c, that is to fay, 
and therfore, my deare frend, bring not vp your child- 
ren in learning by compulfion and feare, but by play- 
ing and pleafure. And you, that do read P/ato, as ye 
ihold, do well perceiue, that thefe be no xhe right 
Queflions afked by Socrates, as doutes, but readyng of 
they be Sentences, firfl affirmed by Socrates, ^^^' 
as mere trothes, and after, giuen forth by Socrates, 
as right Rules, mod neceffarie to be marked, and fitte to 
befolowed of all them, that would haue children taughte, 
as they fhould. And in this counfell, iudgement, 
and authoritie of Socrates I will repofe my felfe, vntill 
I meete with a man of the contrarie mynde, whom I 
may iudlie take to be wifer, than I thinke Socrates was. 
Fonde fcholemaders, neither can vnderdand, vong lentie- 
nor will folow this good counfell of Socrates, JJJlJ^JS^^* 
but wife lyders, in their office, can and will to ryde, by 
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^nT^han ^^ both I which is the onelie caufe, that 
to learae, by commonly, the yong ientlemen of England, 
sSX" go fo vnwillinglie to fchole, and run fo fad 
«na«te««. to the (lable : For in verie deede fond fchole- 
maflers, by feare, do beate into them, the hatred of 
learning, and wife riders, by ientle allurementes, do 
breed vp in them, the loue of riding. They finde feare, 
and bondage in fcholes. They feele IJbertie and free- 
dome in flables : which caufeth them, vtterlie to ab- 
horfrle the one, and mod gladlie to haunt the other. 
And 1 do not write this, that in exhorting to the one, 
I would dilTuade yong ientlemen from the other : yea 
I am forie, with all my harte, that they be giuen no 
Rydtng. more to riding, then they be : For, of all 

outward qualities, to ride faire, is mod cumelie for him 
felfe, mod neceflkrie for his contrey, and the greater he 
is in blood, the greater is his praife, the more he doth 
exce[e]de all other therein. It was one of the three ex- 
cellent praifes, amonged the noble ientlemen the old 
PerfiatiSy Alwaife to fay troth, to ride faire, and fliote 
well : and fo it was engrauen vpon Darius tumbe, as 
Strabo. 15. Strabo beareth witneffe. 

Darius the king^ iieth buried here^ 

Who in riding andJJioting Jiad neucr peare. 

But, to our purpofe, yong men, by any meanes, lee- 
fing the loue of learning, whan by tyme they cum to 
their owne rule, they carie commonlie, from the fchole 
with them, a perpetuall hatred of their mader, and a 
continuall contempt of learning. If ten Ientlemen be 
afked, why they forget fo fone in Court, that which 
they were learning fo long in fchole, eight of them, or 
let me be blamed, will laie the fault on their ill hand- 
ling, by their fcholemaders. 

Cufpinian doth report, that, that noble Emperor 

Maximilian^ would lament verie od, his mifTortune 

herein. 

Pastime. Yet, fome will fay, that children of na- 

Learnyng. ture, loue padimc, and miflike learning : 
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bicaufe, in their kinde, the one is eafie and pleafant, 
the other hard and werifon : which is an opinion not 
fo trewe, as fome men weene : For, the matter lieth 
not fo much in the difpofition of them that be yong, as 
in the order and maner of bringing vp, by them that 
be old, nor yet in the difference of leamyng and paflime. 
For, beate a child, if he daunce not well, and cherilh 
him, though he leame not well, ye (hall haue him, vn- 
willing to go to daunce, and glad to go to his booke. 
Knocke him alwaies, when he draweth his (haft ill, and 
fauo[u]r him againe, though he fau[11t at his booke, ye 
(hall haue hym verie loth to be in the field, and verie 
willing to be in the fchole. Yea, I faie more, and not 
of my felfe, but by the iudgement of thofe, from whom 
few wifemen will gladlie dilTent, that if euer the nature 
of man be giuen at any tyme, more than other, to re- 
ceiue goodnes, it is, in innocencie of yong yeares, 
before, that experience of euill, haue taken roote in 
hym. For, the pure cleane witte of a -fweete yong 
babe, is like the newefl wax, mod hable to receiue the 
bed and fayred printing : and like a new bright filuer 
di(he neuer occupied, to receiue and kepe cleane, anie 
good th3mg that is put into it 

And thus, will in children, wifelie 
wrought withall, maie eafelie be won 
to be verie well willing to leame. And 
witte in children, by nature, namelie 
memorie, the onely keie and keper of all learning, is 
readied to receiue, and fured to kepe anie maner of 
thing, that is learned in yougth : This, le wde and learned, 
by common experience, know to be mod trewe. For 
we remember nothyng fo well when we be olde, as 
thofe things which we learned when we were yong : 
And this is not draunge, but common in all natures 
workes. Euery man fees, (as I fayd be- Yo„gyearc« 
fore) new wax is bed for printyng : new aptett for 
daic, fitted for working : new (home wo[o]ll, *«*™y"«' 
apted for fone and fured dying : new fre(h fle(h, for 
good and durable faking. And this fimilitude is not 
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rude, nor borowed of the larder houfe, but out of his 
fcholehoufe, of whom, the wifefl of England, neede not 
be afhamed to learne. Yong Graftes grow not onelie 
fonefl, but alfo fairefl, and bring alwayes forth the bed 
and fweetefl frute : yong whelpes leame cafelie to carie : 
yong Popingeis leame quicklie to fpeake : And fo, to 
be (hort, if in all other tliinges, though they lacke 
reafon, fens, and life, the fimilitude of youth is fitted 
to all goodnefle, furelie nature, in mankinde, is mod 
beneficiall and effectuall in this behalfe. 

Therfore, if to the goodnes of nature, be ioyned the 
wifedome of the teacher, in leading yong wittes into a 
right and plaine waie of leamyng, furelie, children, 
kept vp in Gods feare, and gouemed by his grace, 
maie mod eafelie be brought well to feme God, and 
contrey both by vertue and wifedome. 

But if will, and witte, by farder age, be once allured 
from innocencie, delited in vaine fightes, fil[l]ed with 
fouU taulke, crooked with wilfulneffe, hardned with 
dubbumeffe, and let loufe to difobedience, furelie it is 
hard with ientleneife, but vnpofTiblewith feuere cmeltie, 
to call them backe to good frame againe. For, where 
the one, perchance maie bend it, the other fhall furelie 
breake it : and fo in dead of fome hope, leaue an 
aflured defperation, and fhameleffe contempt of all 
jTm. I. Cyri goodneffe, the farded pointe in all mifchief, 
^^' as Xenopium doth mod trewlie and mod 

wittelie marke. 

Therfore, to loue or to hate, to like or contemne, to 
plie this waie or that waie to good or to bad, ye (hall 
haue as ye vfe a child in his youth. 

And one example, whether loue or feare doth worke 
more in a child, for vertue and learning, I will gladlie 
report : which maie be hfejard with fome pleafure, and 
folowed with more pront Before I went into Ger- 
manUf I came to Brodegate in Le[ilcederfhire, to take 
Lmdfimu my leaue of that noble Ladie lane Grey^ to 
^^^- whom I was exceding moch beholdinge. 

Hir parentes, die Duke and Duches, with all Sie 
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houfliold. Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, were hunt- 
inge in the Parke : I founde her, in her Chamber, 
readinge Fhadon Plaionis in Greeke, and that with as 
modi delite, as fom ientlemen wold read a merie tale 
in Bocafe. After ialutation, and dewtie done, with 
fom other taulke, I alked hir, whie (he wold leefe foch 
padime in the Parke? fmiling Ihe anfwered me: I 
wide, all their fporte in the Parke is but a (hadoe to 
that pleafure, that I £nd in Piato : Alas good folke, 
they neuer felt, what trewe pleafure ment And howe 
came you Madame, quoth I, to this deepe knowledge 
of pleafure, and what did chieflie allure you vnto it : 
feinge, not many women, but verie fewe men haue 
atteined thereunto. I will tell you, quoth (he, and 
tell you a troth, which perchance ye will meruell at 
One of the greated benefites, that euer God gaue me, 
is, that he fent me fo iharpe and feuere Parentes, and 
fo ientle a fcholemailer. For when I am in prefence 
either of father or mother, whether I ipeake, kepe 
(ilence, fit, fland, or go, eate, drinke, be merie, or fad, 
be fowyng, plaiyng, dauncing, or doing anie thing els, 
I mufl do it, as it were, in foch weight, mefure, and 
number, euen fo perfitelie, as God made the world, or 
elfe I am fo (harplie taunted, fo cruellie threatened, 
yea prefentlie fome tymes, with pinches, nippes, and 
bobbes, and other waies, which I will not name, for 
the honor I beare them, fo without meafure mifordered, 
that I thinke my felfe in hell, till tyme cum, that I 
mufl go to M, Elmer^ who teacheth me fo ientlie, fo 
pleafantlie, with foch faire allurementes to learning, 
that I thinke all the tyme nothing, whiles I am wiUi 
him. And when I am called from him, I fall on 
weeping, becaufe, what foeuer I do els, but lesuning, 
is ful of grief, trouble, feare, and whole mifliking vnto 
me: And thus my booke, hath bene fo modi my 
pleafure, and bringeth dayly to me more pleafure and 
more, that in refpect of it, all other pleafures, in very 
deede, be but trifles and troubles vnto me. I re- 
member this talke gladly, both bicaufe it is fo worthy 
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of memorie, and bicaufe alfo, it was the lafl taike that 
euer I had^ and the lad tyme, that euer I law that 
noble and worthie Ladie. 

I could be ouer long, both in (hewmge iuil canfes, 
and in recitinge trewe examples, why learning (hold 
be taught, rather by loue than feare. He that wold 
fee a' perfite difcourfe of it, let him read that learned 
Siurmhu. treatefe, which my frende loan. Sturmius^ 
de last, piinc. wrotc di inJtUutunu Frindpis^ to the Duke* 
of dates, 

-. . .^ The godlie counfels of Salomon and 

vt^la?^ lefus the fonne oiSirach^ for (harpe kepinge 
*'***^ in, and bridleinge of youth, are ment rather, 

for fatherlie correction, then maRerlie beating, rather 
for maners, than for leaminge : for other places, than 
for fcholes. For God forbid, but all euill touches, 
wantonnes, lyinge, pickinge, flouthe, will, (lubbum- 
neffe, and difobedience, (hold be with Iharpe chailife- 
ment, daily cut away. ' 

This difdpline was well knowen, and diligentlie vfed, 
among the Gradans^ and old Romanes^ as doth 
appeare in Ariftophana^ Ifocrates^ and Piato^ and alfo 
in the Comedies of Piautusi where we fee that 
dhildren were vnder the rule of three perfones: Pracep- 
I. Scfaoiemaster. ^^^"^^ Podagogo^ Parenttx the fcholemafler 
a.GooenKrar. taught him leamyng withall ientlenes .* the 
3. Father. Gouemour corrected his maners, with 
moch (harpenefle: The father, held the (leme 
of his whole obedience: And fo, he that Vfed to 
teache, did not commonlie vfe to beate, but remitted 
that ouer to an other mans charge. But what (hall 
we iaie, when now in our dayes, the fcholemafler is 
vfed, both ioxPrnueptor in leamyng, and PiBdagogus in 
maners. Surelie, I wold he (hold not confound their 
offices, but difcretelie vfe the dewtie of both fo, that 
neither ill touches (hold be left vnpunilhed, nor 
ientle[ne1(re in teaching anie wife omitted. . And he 
fhall well do both, if wifelie he do appointe diuerfitie of 
tyme, and feparate place, for either puix)ofe : vik^ 
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alwaife foch difcrete moderation, as the Tiwschoie- 
fcholehoufe (hould be counted a fanctuarie '*~**' 
againd feare: and verie well learning, a common 
perdon for ill doing, if the &ult, of it felfe be not ouer 
heinous. 

And thus the children, kept vp in Gods feare, and 
preferued by his grace, finding paine in ill doing, and 
pleafure in weU ftudiyng, (hold eafelie be brought to 
honedie of life, and perfitenes of learning, the onelie 
marke, that good and wife Others do wifhe and labour, 
that their children, fhold moil bufelie, and carefuUie 
(hot at. 

There is an other difcommoditie, befides crueltie 
in fcholemaflers in beating away the loue Youth of 
of learning from children, which hindreth ?!JJ**J"** 
learning and vertue, and good bringing vp withV^ch 
of youth, and namelie yong ientlemen, *»*«">«• 
verie modi in England. This fault is cleajie contrary 
to the fiHL I wifhed before, to haue loue of learning 
bred vp in children : I wilhe as moch now, to haue 
yong men brought vp in good order of liuing, and in 
foroe more feuere difcipline, then commonlie they be. 
We haue lacke in England of foch good order, as the 
old noble Perfians fo carcfiillie vfed : x*n. 7 Cyri 
whofe children, to the age of xxi. yeare, •''«'• 
were brought vp in leamyng, and exercifes of labor, 
and that in foch place, where they (hould, neither fee 
that was vncumlie, nor heare that was vnhonefl. Yea, 
a yong ientlemen was neuer free, to go where he 
would, and do what he lifte him felf, but vnder the 
kepe, and by the counfell, of fome graue gouemour, 
vntill he was, either maryed, or cal[l^d to beare fome 
office in the common wealth. 

And fee the great obedience, that was vfed in old 
tyme to fathers and gouemours. No fonne, were he 
neuer fo old of yeares, neuer fo great of birth, though 
he were a k3mges fonne, might not mary, [might marry] 
but by his father and mothers alfo confent. Cyrtts the 
great, after he had conquered Babylon^ and fubdewed 

D 
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Riche king Crafus with whole Afia tninor^ cummyng 
tryumphantlie home, his vnde Cyaxeris offered him 
h^ daughter to wife. Cyrus thanked his vnde, and 
praifed the maide, but for manage he anfwered him 
with thies wife and fweete wordes, as they be vttered 
Jftw.8. Cyri by Xowphofi^ <3 Kva^dpri^ ro tc ycvos 
P^d, ciraivci) koI rrjvvalSa koI rd Soipa* PovXofJtai 

oroi avvaivea-ai, &C., that is to fay : Vncle Cyaxeris^ I 
commend the ilodce, I like the maide, and I allow 
well the dowrie, but (fayth he) by the counfell and 
confent of my father and mother, I will detomine 
farther of thies matters. 

Strong Sam/on alfo in Scripture law a maide that 
liked him, but he fpake not to hir, but went home to 
his father, and his mother, and delured both father and 
mother to make the manage for hioL Doth this 
modeflie, doth this obedience, that was in great kyng 
Cyrus^ and (loute Sam/on^ remaine in our yongmen at 
this daie ? no furelie : For we liue not longer after 
them by tyme, than we liue fiure different from them 
by good order. Our tyme is fo farre from that old 
difcipline and obedience, as now, not onelie yong 
ientlemen, but euen verie girles dare without all feare, 
though not without open fhame, where they lid, and 
how they lid, marie them felues in fpite of father, 
mother, God, good order, and all The caufe of this 
euill is, that youth is lead looked vnto, when they (land 
[in] mod neede of good kepe and regard It auail- 
eth not, to fee them well taught in yong yeares, and 
after whan they cum to lud and youthful! dayes, to 
giue them licence to liue as they lud them felues. 
For, if ye fuffer the eye of a yong lentleman, once to 
be entangled with vaine fightes, and the eare to be 
corrupted with fond or filthie taulke, the mynde fhall 
quick] ie fall feick, and fone vomet and cad vp, all the 
holefome doctrine, that he receiued in childhoode, 
though he were neuer fo well brought vp before. And 
bemg ons [once] inglutted with vanitie, he will dreight 
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way loth all learning, and all good counfell to the 
iame. And the parentes for all their great cofl and 
charge, reape onelie in the end, the fru[ijte of grief and 
care. 

This euill, is not common to poore men, ^ » 

as God will haue it, but proper to nche tonnes wont 
and great mens children, as they deferue *"**"«^' ^ 
it In deede from feuen, to feuentene, yong ientle- 
men commonlie be carefullie enou|;h brought vp : But 
from feuentene to feuen and twentie (the mod danger- 
ous ^rme of all a mans life, and mod flipperie to day 
well in) they haue commonlie the reigne of all licens 
in their owne hand, and fpedallie fodi as wke men fond 
do Hue in the Court And that which is &«!»«»• 
mod to be merueled at, commonlie, the wifed and alfo 
bed men, be found the fonded fathers in this behalfe. 
And if fom good father wold feick fome remedie 
herein, yet the mother (if the houfe hold of our Lady) 
had rather, yea, and will to, haue her foAne cunnyng 
and bold, in making him to lyue trimlie when he is 
yong, than by leammg and trauell, to be able to feme 
his Prince and his contrie, both wifelie in peace, and 
doutelie in warre, whan he is old. 

The &ult is in your felues, ye noble Meuemens 
men[s] fonnes, and tiierefore ye deferue the S pSt^""* 
greater blame, that commonlie, the meaner anSwitie. 
mens children, cum to be, the wifed councellours, and 
greated doers, in the weightie affaires of this Realme. 
And why? for God will haue it fo, of his prouidence : 
bicaufe ye will haue it no otherwifci by your n^li- 
gence. 

And God is a good God, and wifed in all his doinges, 
that will place vertue, and difplace vice, MobiUde with- 
in thofe kingdomes, where he doth go- outwiiedome. 
ueme. For he knoweth, that Nobilitie, without ver- 
tue and wifedome, is bloud in deede, but bloud trewe- 
lie, without bones and finewes: and fo of it felfe, 
without the other, verie weeke to beare the burden of 
weightie affaires. 



/Wisedome. 
Nobnttewith< 

Vout wisedome. 
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The greatefl Ihippe in deede commonlie carieth the 
greatefl burden, but yet alwayes with the greatefl 
ieoperdie, not onelie for the perfons and goodes com- 
NobiUtiewith mitted vnto it, but euen for the ftiyppe it 
wisedome. felfe, except it be gouemed, with the 
greater wifdome. 

But Nobilitie, gouemed by learning and wifedome, 

is in deede, mod like a faire 
(hippe, hauyng tide and winde at 
will, vnder the reule of a fkilfiill 
mailer: whan contrarie wife, a 
(hippe, carried, yea with the hieft 
tide and greatefl winde, lacking a fkilfull mafler, mofl 
commonlie, doth either, finck it felfe vpon fandes, or 
breake it felfe vpon rockes. And euen fo, how manie 
^ . , haue bene, either drowned in vaine pleafure, 

andttoute or oueTwhelmed by flout wilfumefFe, the 
jiS£r **** hiftories of England be able to affourde 
coemies to oucr many examples vnto vs. Therfore, 
** "^ ye great and noble mens children, if ye 
will haue rightfullie that praife, and enioie furelie that 
place, which your fathers haue, and elders had, and lefl 
vnto you, ye mufl kepe it, as they gat it, and that is, by 
the onelie waie, of vertue, wifedome and worthineffe. 

For wifedom, and vertue, there be manie faire 
examples in this Court, for yong lentlemen to fo[lJlow. 
But they be, like faire markes in the feild, out of a 
mans reach, to far of, to fhoce at well. The befl and 
worthiefl men, in deede, be fomtimes feen, but feldom 
taulked withall : A yong lentleman, may fomtime 
knele to their perfon, fmallie vfe their companie, for 
their better inflruction. 

But yong lentlemen are faine commonlie to do in 
the Court, as yong Archers do in the feild : that is to 
take foch markes, as be nie them, although they be 
lu companie ncucT fo foulc to fhotc at I mccne, they 
marreth youth, be driucn to kcpc companie with the 
worfle : and what force ill companie hath, to corrupt 
good wittes, the wifefl men know befL 
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And not ill companie onelie, but the ill opinion alfo 
of the mod part, doth moch harme, and The Court 
namelie of thofe, which (hold be wife in Se^t^JSJI^ 
the trewe decyphring, of the good difpofi- in youth, 
tion of nature, of cumlinefTe in Courtlie maners, and 
all right doinges of men. 

But error and phantafie, do commonlie occupie, 
the place of troth and iudgement For, if a yong 
ientleman, be demeure and (lill of nature, they lay, he 
is iimple and lacketh witte : if he be bafliefuU, and will 
foone blufhe, they call him a babifhe and ill brought 
vp thvng, when Xenophon doth precifelie xtn. in t. 
note m Cyrus^ that his bafhfulnes in youth, O^- ^•^ 
was ye verie trewe (igne of his vertue and (loutnes 
after : If he be innocent and ignorant of ill, they lay, 
he is rude, and hath no grace, fo vngrad- The Gnce 
ouflie do fom graceleffe men, mifufe the »Cottrt«. 
faire and godlie word grace. 

But if ye would know, what grace they*meene, go, 
and looke, and leame emonges them, and ye fliall 
fee that it is : FirR, to blufh at nothing. And blulh- 
yng in youth, iayth Arijlatle is nothyng els, but feare 
to do iU : which feare beyng once ludely fraid away 
from youth, then foloweth, to dare do any Cmoeorcourte. 
mifchief, to contemne floutly any goodnefTe, to be 
bufie in euery matter, to be fkilfuU in euery thyng, to 
acknowledge no ignorance at all. To do thus in 
Court, is counted of fome, the chief and greated grace 
of all : and termed by the name of a vertue, called 
Corage and boldneffe, whan Craffus in ac^-dtOr, 
Cicero teacheth the cleane contrarie, and that mod 
wittelie, faying thus: Audcre^ cum bonis BoMncs^yeaia 
etiam rebus coniunilum^ per fdpfum est lS*tii^^' 
magnopere fugiendum. Which is to fay, to praised, 
be bold, yea in a good matter, is for it felf, greatlie to 
be exchewed. 

Moreouer, where, the fwing goeth, there to follow, 
fawne, flatter, laugh and lie ludelie at other More Grace o£ 
mens liking. To face, fland formed, fhoue Court*, 
backe : and to the meaner man, or vnknowne in the 
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Court, to feeme fomwhat folume, coye, big, and dan- 
gerous of looke, taulk, and anfwere : To thinke well of 
him felfe, to be luflie in contemning of others, to haue 
fome trim grace in a priuie mock. And in greater 
prefens, to beare a braue looke: to be warlike, though 
he neuer looked enimie in the face in warre : yet fom 
warlike figne mud be vfed, either a flouinglie bufking, 
or an ouerflaring frounced hed, as though out of euerie 
heeres toppe, fhould fuddenlie flart out a good big 
othe, when nede requireth. Yet praifed be God, Eng- 
Men of ^^"^^ \i'^^ at this time, manie worthie Capi- 

bestpf ' taines and good fouldiours, which be in 
conditions. deedc, fo houefl of behauiour, fo cumlie 
of conditions, fo milde of maners, as they may be 
examples of good order, to a good fort of others, 
which neuer came in warre. But to retome, where I 
left : In place alfo, to be able to raife taulke, and 
make difcourfe of euerie riflie : to haue a verie good 
will, to heare him felfe fpeake : To be feene in Palm- 
paimistrie. cflrie, wherby to conueie to chad eares, 
fom fond or filthie taulke : 

And, if fom Smithfeild Ruffian take vp, fom drange 
going : fom new mowing with the mouth : fom wrinch- 
yng with the dioulder, fom braue prouerbe : fom frefli 
new othe, that is not dale, but will rin [run] round in the 
mouth : fom new difguifed garment, or defperate hat, 
fond in facion, or gaurifh in colour, what foeuer it cod, 
how fmall foeuer his lining be, by what (hift foeuer it 
be gotten, gotten mud it be, and vfed with the fird, or 
els the grace of it, is dale and gone : fom part of this 
graceleffe grace, was difcribed by me, in a little rude 
verfe long ago. 

f To iaug/ie^ to lie^ to flatter ^ to face: 

j Foure waits in Court to win vieti grace. 

\ If thou be thrall to none of theise^ 

I AuHiy good Peek goos^ hens John Checfe : 

Marke well my wordy ami marke their dede^ 
\^ And thinke this verfe part of thy Creed, 

Would to God, this taulke were not trewe, and that 
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fom mens doinges werenot thus - 1 write not to hurteany 
but to proffit fom : to accufe none, but to nionifh foch' 
who, allured by ill counfell, and folowing ill 



, 



Counoell. 



Company. 



example, contrarie to their good bringyng 
vp, and againll their owne good nature, 
yeld ouermoch to thies folies and faultes : 
I know many feruing men, of good order, 
and well (laide : And againe, I heare iaie, there be 
fom feruing men do but ill feruice to their Seminge men. 
yong mailers. Yea, rede Terence and Tertntim. 
Piaui[us\ aduifedlie ouer, and ye (hall finde Piautu*. 
in thofe two wife writers, almoll in euerie commedie, 
no vnthriftie yong man, that is not brought semi comipte- 
there vnto, by the fotle inticement of fom ^ mttcnum. 
lewd feruant. And euen now in our dayes Geia and 
Dauty Gnatos and manie bold bawdie Pharmios to, 
be preafmg in, to pratle on euerie flage, j^^j^. ^^ 
to medle in euerie matter, whan honed w^ud 
Parmenos (hall not be hard, but beare •^■™*°''"**- 
fmall fwing with their maders. Their companie, 
their taulke, their ouer great experience in mif- 
chief, doth eafelie corrupt the bed natures, and bed 
brought vp wittes. 

But I meruell the le(re, that thies miforders be 
emonges fom in the Court, for commonlie Misordenin 
in the contrie alfo euerie where, innocencie ^^ countrey. 
is gone : Ba(htulne(re is bani(hed : moch prefumption 
in yougthe : fmall authoritie in aige : Reuerence is 
negledled : dewties be confounded : and to be (horte, 
difobedience doth ouerflowe the bankes of good order, 
almode in euerie place, almode in euerie degree of 
man. 

Meane men haue eies to fee, and caufe to lament, 
and occafion to complaine of thies miferies : but other 
haue authoritie to remedie them, and will do fo to, 
whan God (hall think time fitte. For, all thies mif- 
orders, be Goddes iude plages, by his fufferance, brought 
iudelie vpon vs, for our (innes, which be infinite in 
nomber, and horrible in deede, but namelie, for the 
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greate abhominable fm of vnkindneiTe : but what vn> 
Contempt of kindneffc ? euen fuch vnkindneiTe as was 
Gods trewe in the lewes, in contemninge Goddes voice. 
Religion. jj^ fluinking from his woorde, in wilhing 

backe againe for ^gypt^ in committing aduoultrie 
and hordom, not with the women, but with the doc- 
trine of Babylon, did bring all the plages, deflructions, 
and Captiuities, that fell fo ofte and horriblie, vpon 
IfraelL 

We haue caufe alfo in England to beware of vnkind- 
neiTe, who haue had, in fo fewe yeares, the Candel of 
Goddes worde, fo oft lightned, fo oft put out, and yet will 
Dtetrimn venture by our vnthankfulnefTe in doctrine 
MffTtt, and fmfuU life, to leefe againe, lighten 

Candle, Candlefticke and all. 

God kepe vs in his feare, God grafte in vs the trewe 
knowledge of his woorde, with a forward will to folowe 
it, and fo to bring forth the fweete fruites of it, and 
then (hall he prefenie vs by his Grace, from all maner 
of terrible dayes. 

The remedie of this, doth not (land onelie, in mak- 
PubHae Leges, iiig good common lawes for the hole 
Realme, but alfo, (and perchance cheiilie) in obferuing 
Domestica priuate difcipline euerie man carefullie in 
duci/UMo. his own houfe : and namelie, if fpeciall 
regard be had to yougth : and that, not fo much, in 
CogHithbomL teaching them what is good, as in keping 
them from that, that is ill 

Therefore, if wife fathers, be not as well ware in 
ignmmtu Weeding from their Children ill thinges, 
«««^ and ill companie, as they were before, in 

graftinge in them leaminge, and prouiding for them 
good fcholemafters, what frute, they (hall reape of all 
their code and care, common experience doth tell. 

Here is the place, in yougthe is the time whan fom 
Some i nor- ignonince is as necefTarie, as moch know- 
ance. a^g^d ledge : and not in matters of our dewtie 
as knowledge, towaixles God, as fom wilful wittes willing- 
lie againd their owne knowledge, pemidouflie againfle 
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their owne confdence, haue of late openlie taught 
In deede S. Chryfoftome^ that noble and cknmst. tu 
eloquent Doctor, in a fermon contra faium^ •^«^- 
and the curious ferchinge of natiuities, doth wifelie faie, 
that ignorance therein, is better than knowledge : But 
to wring this fentence, to wrefle thereby out of mens 
handeSy the knowledge of Goddes doctrine, is without 
all reafon, againll common fence, contrarie to the 
iudgement alfo of them, which be the difcretefl men, 
and bed learned, on their own fide. I know, lu- 
lianus Apojiata did fo, but I neuer hard or luUa^Apoauu, 
red, that any auncyent father of the primitiue chirch, 
either thought or wrote fo. 

But this ignorance in yougthe, which I innocencym 
fpake on, or rather this limplicitie, or mod y^^ 
trewlie, this innocencie, is that, which the noble 
Ferfians^ as wife Xawphon doth teflifie, were fo carefuU, 
to breede vp their yougth in. But Chriflian fathers 
commonlie do not fo. And I will tell you a tale, as 
moch to be mifliked, as the Perfians example is to be 
folowed. 

This lad fomer, I was in a lentlemans houfe : where 
a yong childe, fomewhat pad fower yeare ^ chiuie m 
olde, cold in no wife frame his tonge, to brought vp. 
faie, a litle diorte grace : and yet he could roundlie 
rap out, fo manie vgle othes, and thofe of the newed 
facion, as fom good man of fourefcore yeare olde hath 
neuer hard named before : and that which was mod 
detedable of all, his father and mother lUParentei. 
wold laughe at it I moche doubte, what comforte, 
an other daie, this childe diall bring vnto them. This 
Childe vfmg moche the companie of feruinge men, and 
geuing good eare to their taulke, did eafelie leame, 
which he (hall hardlie forget, all [the] daies of his life 
hereafter: So like wife, in theCourte, ii a^ong lentleman 
will vehtur[e] him feLf into the companie of Ruffians, it 
is ouer greate a ieopardie, led, their fiacions, maners, 
thoughtes, taulke, and deedes, will verie fone, be euer 
like. The confounding of companies, breedeth con* 



58 Thefirjl booke teachyng 

lu eompanie. fufioD of good maners both in the Courte, 
and euerie where elfe. 

And it maie be a great wonder, but a greater (hame, 
to vs Chriflian men, to vndeHland, what a heithen 
/Mcm/M. writer, Ifocrates^ doth leaue in memorie of 
writing, concerning the care, that the noble Citie of 
Athens had, to bring vp their yougthe, in honed eom- 
panie, and vertuous difcipline, whofe taulke in Greke, 
is, to this effect, in Englifhe. 

" The Citie, was not more carefull, to fee their Chil- 
lo Oiat " dren well taughte, than to fee their yong 

^n«i»«* " men well goUemal : which they brought 

" to paffe, not fo much by common lawe, as by priuate 
" difdpline. For, they had more rega^rd, that their 
" yougthe, by good order (hold not offend, than how, 
'• by lawe, they might be puniihed : And if offenfe 
" were committed, tiiere was, neither waie to hide it, 
" neither hope of pardon for it Good natures, were 
" not fo moche openlie praifed as they were fecretlie 
"marked, and watchfullie regarded, left they ihould 
" leafe the goodnes they had. Therefore in fcholes of 
"iinging and dauncing, and other honeft exercifes, 
'' gouemours were appointed, more diligent to ouerfee 
" Uieir good maners, than their mafters were, to teach 
" them anie learning. It was fom fliame to a yong 
** man, to be feene in the open market : and if for 
" bufmeffe, he paffed throughe it, he did it, with a 
" meruelous modeftie, and bafhefull facion. To eate, 
" or drinke in a Taueme, was not onelie a (hame, but 
" alfo punifhable, in a yong man. To contrarie, or to 
" ftand in termes vtith an old man, was more heinous, 
"than in fom place, to rebuke and fcolde with his 
" owne father : with manie other mo good orders, and 
£3ure difciplines, which I referre to their reading, that 
haue luft to looke vpon the defcription of fuch t, 
wwthie common welthe. 

Goodfle(k, And to know, what worthie fhite, did 

vorthie friiu. fpring of foch worthie feade, I will teU yow 
the mod meruell of all, and yet foch a trothe, as no 
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man (hall denie it, except fuch as be ignorant in 
knowledge of the bed (lories. 

Athens^ by this difcipline and good ordering of 
yougthe, did breede vp, within the circu[i]te Atkenn, 
of that one Citie, within the compas of one hondred 
yeare, within the memorie of one mans life, fo manie 
notable Capitaines in warre, for worthine(re, wifdome 
and learning, as be fcarfe matchable no Rooul 
not in the ftate of Rome, in the compas of thofe 
feauen hondred yeares, whau it flori(hed mode. 

And bicaufe, I will not onelie (aie it, but alfo prone 
it, the names of them be thefe. Miltiadesy ^^^^ ^^^ 
TTiemiftodes^ Xantipptts^ Perides^ Cymon^ c«p|uuiesor 
Akybiadis, Thrafybulvs, Conon, Iphicraies, ^"'"^ 
Xawphan^ Timatheus^ Theopomfus^ Demetrius^ and di- 
ners other mo : of which euerie one, maie iudelie be 
^oken that worthie praife, which was geuen to Scipio 
Africanus^ who, Ciaro douteth, whether he were, more 
noble Capitaine in warre, or more eloquent and wife 
councelor in peace. And if ye beleue not me, read 
diligentlie, jEmilius Probus in Latin, and jEmUPrgbm, 
Plvtarche in Greke, which two, had no Pimurtkm, 
caufe either to flatter or lie vpon anie of thofe which 
I haue recited. 

And befide nobilitie in warre, for excellent and 
matchles maders in all maner of leaminge. The leaned of 
in that one Citie, in memorie of one aige, 'A»*»«»««- 
were mo learned men, and that in a maner altogether, 
than all tyme doth remember, than all place doth 
affourde, than all other tonges do conteine. And I 
do not meene of thofe Au&ors, which, by iniurie of 
tyme, by negligence of men, by crueltie of fier and 
fworde, be lod, but euen of thofe, which by Goddes 
grace, are left yet vnto us : of which I thank God, 
euen my poor dudie lacketh not one. As, in Philo- 
fophie, Piato^ ArifttdU^ Xenophon^ Eudide^ and Theo- 
phrafti In eloquens and Ciuill lawe, Demoflhenes^ 
ASJchities, LycurguSy Dinarchus^ Demades^ Ifocrata^ 
Ifitus^ Lyfias^ Antijlhcnes^ Andocides : In hidories, He- 
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rodotus^ Thucydides^ Xenophon : and which we lacke, to 
our great loCTe, Theopompuszud JSpMorus] : In Poetrie, 
jEj5iylu5^ Sophodes^ Euripides^ Arijhphanes^ and fome- 
what oiMmander^ Dem^henes iillerrs] fonne. 

Now, let Italian, and Latin it felf, Spanifhe, French, 
Learnyng. Douch, and Engliflic bring forth Uieir lem- 
chieflyooo- ing, and recite Uieir Authors, Cicero onelie 

toned in the a. j j • j. • t -.• 

Gi«ke, and in excepted, and in one or two moe in Latin, 
no other tonir. ^jjey be all patched cloutes and ragges, in 
comparifon of faire wouen broade doathes. And 
trewelie, if there be any good in them, it is either 
lemed, borowed, or (lolne, from fome one of thofe 
worthie wittes of Athens. 

The remembrance of foch a common welthe, vfmg 
foch difcipline and order for yougthe, and thereby 
bringing forth to their praife, and leauing to vs for 
our example, fuch Capitaines for warre, foch Councel- 
ors for peace, and matcheles maflers, for all kinde of 
leaminge, is plealant for me to recite, and not irkfum, 
I trufl, for other to heare, except it be foch, as make 
neither counte of vertue nor leaminge. 

And whether, there be anie foch or no, I can not 
CoBtemnen of Well tell : yet I heare faie, fome yong len- 
•«n»yng. tlemen of oures, count it their fhame to be 
counted learned : and perchance, they count it their 
ihame, to be counted honed alfo, for I heare faie, they 
medle as litle with the one, as with the other. A mer- 
uelous cafe, that lentlemen (hold fo be aihamed of 
good learning, and neuer a whit afhamed of ill maners : 
lentlemen of foch do lalc for them, that the lentlemen 
France. Qf France do fo : which is a lie, as God 

will haue it Langausy and Belktus that be dead, and 
the noble Vidam of Chartes, that is aliue, and infinite 
mo in France, which I heare tell of, proue this to be 
mofl falfe. And though fom, in France, which will 
nedes be lentlemen, whether men will or no, and haue 
more ientlefhipe in their hat, than in their hed, be at 
deedlie feude, with both learning and honeflie, yet I 
beleue, if that noble Prince, \jxig Francis the faH were 
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aliue, they (hold haue, neither place in his p,^^^,^, , 
Courte, nor penfion in his warres, if he had NoUiu. Fnn- 
knowledg of them. This opinion is not ***""* '^"• 
French, but plaine Turckifhe: from whens, fom 
French fetche moe Suites, than this : which, I praie 
God, kepe out of England, and fend alfo thofe of oures 
better mindes, which bend them felues againde vertue 
and leaminge, to the contempte of God, dishonor of 
their oontrie, to the hurt of manie others, and at length, 
to the greatefl harme, and vtter deflruction of them- 
felues. 

Some other, haoing better nature, but lefle witte, 
(for ill commonlie, haue ouer moch witte) do not vt- 
terlie difpraife learning, but they iaie, that ^ 
Without learning, common expenence, without 
knowledge of all fadons, and haunting all *«*"▼»«• 
companies, fhall worke in yougthe, both wifdome, and 
habilitie, to execute anie weightie afSiire. , Surelie long 
experience doth proffet moch, but mode', and almoR 
onelie to him ^if we meene honed affaires) that is dili- 
gentlie before mdructed with preceptes of well doinge. 
For good precepts of learning, be the eyes of the 
minde, to looke wifelie before a man, which waie to 
go right, and which not 

L^uming teacheth more in one yeare Learnyni^ 
than experience in twentie : And learning Experience, 
teacheth fafelie, when experience maketh mo miferable 
then wife. He hafardeth fore, that waxeth wife by 
experience. An vnhappie Mader he is, that is made 
cunning by manie fhippe wrakes : A miferable mer- 
chant, that is neither riche or wife, but after fom bank- 
routes. It is codiie wifdom, that is bought by exper- 
ience. We know by experience it felfe, that it is a 
meruelous paine, to finde oute but a (hort waie, by 
long wandering. And furelie, he that wold proue wife 
by experience, he maie be wittie in deede, but euen 
like a fwift runner, that runneth fad out of his waie, 
and vpon the night, he knoweth not whither. And 
verilie they be fewed of number, that be happie or 
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wife by vnleamed experience. And looke well vpon 
the former life of thofe fewe, whether your example be 
old or yonge, who without learning haue gathered, b} 
long experience, a litle wifdom, and fom happines : 
and whan you do confider, what mifcheife they luuie 
committed, what dangers they haue efcaped (and yet 
zx. for one, do perifhe in the aduenture) than thinke 
well with your (elfe, whether ye wold, that your owne 
fon, (hould cum to wifdom and happines, by the waie 
of foch experience or no. 

Syr J?«)r«r It is a notable tale, that old Syr Roger 

ckMmiM, Chamloey fometime cheife luRice, wold tell 

of him felfe. When he was Auncient in Inne of Courte, 
certaine yong lentlemen were brought before him, to 
be corrected for certaine miforders : And one of the 
luftiefl (aide: Syr, we be yong ientlemen, and wife 
men before vs, haue proued all facions, and yet thofe 
haue done full well : this they faid, becaufe it was well 
knowen, that Syr Ri^er had bene a good feloe in his 
yougth. But he aunfwered them verie wifelie. In 
deedeiaith he, in yougthe, I was, as you ar[e] now: and 
I had twelue feloes Hke vnto my felf, but not 9ne of 
them came to a good ende. And therfore, folow not 
my example in yougth, but folow my councell in aige, 
if euer ye thinke to cum to this place, or to thies yeares, 
that I am cum vnto» lelfe ye meete either with pouer- 
tie or Tibum in the way. 

Experience. ^ Thus, experience of all facions in 
yougthe, beinge, in profe, alwaife daungerous, in iilhue, 
feldom lucklie, is a waie, in deede, to ouermoch know- 
ledge, yet vfed commonlie of foch men, which be either 
caned by fom curious affection of m3mde, or driuen by 
fom hard neceflide of life, to haiard the triall of ouer 
manie perilous aduentures. 

Ermtmmt. Erofmus the honour of learning of all 

oure time, iaide wifelie that experience is the common 
Experience. fcholchoufe of foles, and ill men : Men, of 
SV^^il^ wittc and honeOie, be otherwife inOructed. 
iu acB. For there be, that kepe them out of fier. 
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And yet was neuer burned : That beware of water, and 
yet was neuer nie drowninge : That hate harlottes, 
and was neuer at the (lewes : That abhorre faUhode, 
and neuer brake promis themfelues. 

But will ye fee, a fit Similitude of this aduentured 
experience. A Father, that doth let loufe his fon, to 
all experiences, is mod like a fond Hunter, that letteth 
flippe a wheipe to the hole herde. Twentie to one, 
he (hall fall vpon a rafcall, and let go the faire game. 
Men that hunt fo, be either ignorant perfones, preuie 
dealers, or night walkers. 

Learning therefore, ye wife fathers, and good bring- 
ing vp, and not blinde and dangerous experience, is 
the next and readied waie, that mud leede your Chil- 
dren, fird, to wifdom, and than to worthinedey if euer 
ye purpofe they (hall cum there. 

And to faie all in fhorte, though I lacke ^®^ «*p*^ 
Authoritie to giue counfell, yet I lacke not profieT^^ 
good will to widhe, that the yougthe'in England, 
fpedallie lentlemen, and namelie nobilitie, (hold be 
by good bringing vp, fo grounded in iudgement of 
leaminge, fo founded in loue of honedie, as, whan 
they (ho[u]ld be called forthe to the execution of great 
affaires, m feruice of their Prince and co[u]ntrie, they 
might be hable, to vfe and to order, all experiences, 
were they good were they bad, and tiiat, according to 
the fquare, rule, and line, of wifdom, learning, and 
vertue. 

And, I do not meene,. by all this my DiUgente 
taulke, that yong lentlemen, diould al- JfbS*S^^«^*** 
waies be poring on a booke, and by vfing with pleasant 
good dudies, (hold leafe honed pleafure, £SfeU?{n a 
and haunt no good padime, I meene no- lentieman. 
thing leffe : For it is well knowne, that I both like and 
loue, and haue alwaies, and do yet dill vfe, all exer- 
cifes and padimes, that be fitte for my nature and 
habilitie. And befide naturall difpodtion, in iudge- 
ment, alfo, I was neuer, either Stoick in doctrine, or 
Anabaptif in Religion to miflik' a merie, pleadmt. 
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and plaifull nature, if no outrage be committed, 
againfl lawe, me[a]fure, and good order. 

Therefore, I wo[uJld wilhe, that, beiide fome good 
time, fitlie appointed, and conilantlie kepte, to encreafe 
by readinge, the knowledge of the tonges and learning, 
yong ientiemen (hold vfe, and delite in all Courtelie 
j^^^^ exercifes, and lentlemanlike paflimes. 

ioyned^th And good caufe whie : For the feif fame 
iMstimes. nolXt Citie of Athenes, iulllic commended 
of me before, did wifelie and vpon great confideration, 
appoint, the Mufes, Apollo^ and Fahas^ to be patrones 
Mmm. of leainmge to their yougthe. For the 

Mufes, beiides learning, were alfo Ladies of daundnge, 
AMB»- mirthe and miniftrelfie : Apollo^ was god of 

(hooting, and Author of cunning playing vpon Indru- 
PmUma, mentcs : FaUas alfo was' Laidie miilres in 

warres. Wherbie was nothing elfe ment, but that 
leaminge (hold be alwaife mingled, with honed mirthe, 
and cumlie exercifes : and that warre alfo (hold be 
gouemed by learning, and moderated by wifdom, as 
aid well appeare in thofe Capitaines of Athena named 
by me before, and alfo in Sdpio and Cafar the two 
Diamondes of Rome. 

And PaiiaSy was no more feared, in weering jEgida^ 

Learning Kwi- ^^^ ^^ ^^ praifed, for chofing Oiiuax 
cch both warn whcreby (hineth the glory of learning, 
•nd peace. which thus, was Gouemour and Miflres, 
in the noble Citie oi Athenes^ both of warre and peace. 

Therefore, to ride cumlie : to run faire at the tilte 
or ring : to plaie at all weapones : to (hote faire in 
bow, or furelie in gon : to vaut luRely : to runne : to 
Thepudmes leape *. to wrcftle : tofwimme: Todaunce 
^ofae^fiuefor cumlie: to (ing, and playeofindrumentes 
Ientiemen. cunuyugly : to Hawke : to hunte : to playe 
at tennes, and all padimes generally, which be ioyned 
with labor, vfed in open place, and on the day light, 
conteining either fome fitte exerdfe for warre, or fome 
plea(ant padime for peace, be not onelie cumlie and 
decent, but alfo verie neceflarie, for a Courtlie lentle* 
man to vfe. 
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But, of all kinde of paflimes, fitte for a lentleman, I 
will, godwilling, in fitter place, more at large, declare 
fuUie, in my booke of the Cockpitte : which The Cokpitte. 
I do write, to iatiffie fom, I trufl, with fom reafon, 
that be more curious, in marking other mens do- 
inges, than carefull in mendyng their owne faultes. 
And fom alfo will nedes bufie them felues in meniel- 
ing, and adding thereunto vnfrendlie taulke, why I, a 
man of good yeares, and of no ill place, I thanke God 
and my Prince, do make choife to fpend foch tyme in 
writ3mg of trifles, as the fchole of ihoting, the Cock- 
pitte, and this booke of the firft Principles of Grammer, 
rather, than to take fome weightie matter in hand, 
either of Religion, or Ciuill difcipline. 

Wife men I know, will well allow of my choife 
herein : and as for fuch, who haue not witte of them 
felues, but mufl leame of others, to iudge right of mens 
do3mges, let them read that wife Poet ji booke of 
Horace in his Arte Poetica^ who willeth ^'^jhe*bfi«^ 
wifemen to beware, of hie and loftie Titles, ouer i^^ETf 
For, great (hippes, require coftlie tackling, p™*™^ 
and aifo afterward dangerous gouemment: Small boates, 
be neither verie chargeable in makyng, nor verie oft in 
great ieoperdie: and yet they cary many tymes, as 
^ood and cofllie ware, as greater veflels do. A meane 
Argument, may eafelie beare, the light The right 
burden of a finall faute, and haue alwaife Jfi^ifj^^JSJ 
at hand, a ready excufe for ill handling : to write vpon. 
And, fome praife it is, if it fo chaunce, to be better in 
deede, than a man dare venture to feeme. A liye 
title, doth charge a man, with the heauie burden, of to 
great a promife: and therefore iayth Horace verie 
%vittelie, diat, that Poete was a verie foole, n^r. inAru 
that began hys booke, with a goodlie verfc ^^ 
in deede, but ouer proude a promife. 

Fortunam Priami cantabo ct nobiU bdlum^ 

And after, as wifelie. 

QuatUb rectus hic^ gut nil moliiur ineptl etc, 

£ 
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H4>mert wisdom Meening HomcT^ who, within the compaffe 
Ar^mcnt*!^*^ o^ ^ ^"^^^ Aigumeiit, of onc harlot, and of 
one good wife, did vtter fo much learning in 
all kinde of fciences, as, by the iudgement of Quiniil- 
ian^ he deferueth fo hie a praife, that no man yet defer- 
ued to (it in the fecond degree beneth him. And thus 
moch out of my way, concerning my purpofe in fpend- 
ing penne, and paper, and tyme, vpon trifles, and 
namelie to aunfwere fome, that haue neither witte nor 
learning, to do any thyng them felues, neither will nor 
honeflie, to lay well of other. 

Ta ioyne learnyng with cumlie exercifes, Conto 
TheCortcKian, BaldefosT CcuttgHofu in his booke. Cor- 
bCok^fir • tegiafu, doth trimlie teache : which booke, 
ientieman. aduifcdlic read, and diligentlie folowed, 
but one yeare at home in England, would do a yong 
ientieman more good, I wifle, then three yeares tra- 
uell abrode fpent in Italie. And I meruell this booke, 
is no more read in the Court, than it is, feyng it is fo 
well trandated into £ngli(h by a worthie Ientieman 
Syr TJk0, Syr Th, HobbUy who was many wayes well 

HMu, fuiliifhed with learnyng, and veiy expert in 

knowledge of diuers tonges. 

And befide good preceptes in bookes, in all kinde 
of tonges, this Court alfo neuer lacked many faire ex- 
amples, for yong ientlemen to folow : And furelie, one 
Examples example, is more valiable, both to good and 
better than ill, than XX. prcceptcs written in bookes : 
preceptes. ^^^ f^ Plato^ not in oue or two, but diuerfe 
places, doth plainlie teach. 

King Ed. 6. If kyng Edward had liued a litle longer, 

his onely example had breed foch a rafe of worthie 
learned ientlemen, as this Realme neuer yet did af- 
fourde. 

And, in the fecond degree, two noble Primerofes of 
The yong Duke Nobiliiie, the yong Duke of Suffolke, and 
of Sufibike. Lord H, Matrmers^ were foch two examples 
L. If. Jt/ar- to the Court for learnyng, as our tyme may 
truuers. rather wiflie than looke foi agayne 
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At Cambrige alfo, in S. lohns Colledge, in my 
tyme, I do know, that, not fo much the good (latutes, 
as two lentlemen, of worthie niemorie Syr syryohm, 
John Cheke^ and Dodlour Readman^ by <^^*«*'- 
their onely example of excellency in leamyng, of god- 
nes in liuyng, of diligence in (ludying, of councell in 
exhorting, of [by] good order in all ihyng, D, Readman. 
did breed vp, fo many learned men, in that one College 
of S. Johns, at one time, as I beleue, the whole Vni- 
uerfitie of Lauaine^ in many yeares, was neuer able to 
affourd. 

Prefent examples of this prefent tyme, I lift not to 
the touch : yet there is one example, for all Qu»nu 
lentlemen of this Court to fol[l]ow, that i^«^'^ 
may well fatiffie them, or nothing will feme them, nor 
no example moue them, to goodnes and learning. 

It is your (hame, (I fpeake to you all, you yong 
lentlemen of England) that one mayd[e] (hould go be- 
yond you all, in excellencie of leamyng, and knowledge 
of diuers tonges. Pointe forth ffx of the beft giuen 
lentlemen of this Court, and all they together, (hew 
not fo much good will, fpend not fo much tyme, 
beftow not fo many houres, dayly, orderly, and con- 
ftantly, for the increafe of learning and knowledge, as 
doth the Queenes Maieftie her felfe. Yea I beleue, 
that befide her perfit readines, in Laiin^ Italian^ French. 
and Spaniflt^ (he readeth here now at Windfore more 
Greeke euery day, than fome Prebendarie of this 
Chirch doth read Latin in a whole weeke. And 
that which is moft praife worthie of all, within the 
walles of her priuie chamber, (he hath obteyned 
that excellencie of leamyng, to vnderftand, fpeake, 
and write, both wittely with head, and faire with 
hand, as fcarce one or two rare wittes in both the 
Vniuerfities haue in many yeares reached vnto. 
Amongeft all the benefites yat God hath bleffed me 
with all, next the knowledge of Chriftes true Re- 
ligion, I counte this the greateft, that it pleafed God 
to call me, to be one poore minifter in fett}'ng for 
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i^ard thefe excellent giftes of leamyng in this mod 
excellent Prince. Whofe onely example, if the 
reft of our nobiUtie would folow, than might £ng- 
ni Examples land be, for leamyng and wifedome in 
w.'&Sgood nobilitie, a fpectacle to all the world 
eamViei. bcfide. But fee the mifhap of men : The 
beft examples haue neuer fuch forfe to moue to any 
goodnes, as the bad, vaine, light and fond, haue to all 
ilnes. 

And one example, though out of the compas of 
learning, yet not out of the order of good maners, was 
notable in this Courte, not fullie xxiiij. yeares a go, 
when all the actes of Parlament, many good Procla- 
mations, diuerfe ftrait commaundementes, fore punifh- 
ment openlie, fpeciall regarde priuatelie, cold not do fo 
moch to take away one miforder, as the example of 
one big one of this Courte did, ftill to kepe vp the 
fame : The memorie whereof, doth yet remaine, in a 
common prouerbe of Birching lane. 

Take hede therfore, ye great ones in ye Court, yea 
^ ^ though ye be ye greateft of all, take hede, 

Great men in i. ^® "^ j ^ i l j t- i* •«? 

Court, by their what ye do, take hede how ye hue. For 

S^re, ISf* *s y^** ff^^^ ^^^ ^^ *^ ^^> ^o ^ meane 
other mens men loue to do. You be in deed, makers 

"*"*^ or marrers, of all mens maners within the 

Realme. For though God hath placed yow, to be 
cheife in making of lawes, to beare greateft authoritie, 
to commaund all others : yet God doth order, that all 
your lawes, all your authoritie, all your commaunde- 
mentes, do not halfe fo moch with meane men, as doth 
Example in your example and maner of liuinge. And 
Refigion. for example euen in the ^eateft matter, 
if yow your felues do feme God gladlie and orderlie 
for confcience lake, not coldlie, and fomtyme for 
maner fake, you carie all the Courte with yow, and 
the whole Realme befide, eameftlie and orderlie to do 
the lame. If yow do otherwife, yow be the onelie 
authors, of all miforders in Religion, not onelie to the 
Courte, but to all England befide. Infinite (hall be 
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made cold in Religion by your example, that neuer 
were hurt by reading of bookes. 

And in meaner matters, if three or foure great ones 
in Courte, will nedes outrage in apparell, Exampb in 
in huge hofe, in mon(l[e]rous hattes, in »?«»«"• 
gaurifhe colers, let the Prince Proclame, make Lawes, 
order, punifhe, commaunde euerie gate in London dailie 
to be watched, let all good men befide do euerie where 
what they can, furelie the miforder of apparell in mean 
men abrode, (hall neuer be amended, except the greatefl 
in Courte will order and mend them felues faiL I 
know, fom greate and good ones in Courte, were 
authors, that honed Citizens in London, (houlde 
watche at euerie gate, to take mifordered perfones in 
apparell I know, that honed Londoners did fo: 
And I (awe, which I lawe than, and reporte now with 
fome greife, that fom Courtlie men were offended with 
thefe good men of London. And that, which greued 
me mod of all, I iawe the verie fame tyme, for all theis 
good orders, commaunded from the Courte and exe- 
cuted in London, I lawe I fay, cum out Mastew-Vshers, 
of London, euen vnto the prefence of the ami Schoien of 
Prince, a great rable of meane and light ^^"^ 
perfons, in apparell, for matter, againd lawe, for mak- 
ing, againd order, for fadon, namelie hofe, fo without 
all order, as he thought himfelfe mod braue, that durd 
do mod in breaking order and was mod monderous in 
miforder. And for all the great commaundementes, 
that came out of the Courte, yet this bold miforder, 
was winked at, and borne withall, in the Courte. I 
thought, it was not well, that fom great ones of the 
Court, durd declare themfelues offended, with good 
men of London, for doinge their dewtie, and the good 
ones of the Courte, would not (hew themfelues offended, 
with the ill men of London, for breaking good order. 
I fownde thereby a layinge of Socrates to be mod trewe 
that ill men be more hadie, than good men be forwarder 
to profecute their purpofes, euen as Chrid himfelfe 
iaith, of the Children of light and darknes. 
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Befide apparell, in all other thinges to, not fo mbch, 
good lawes andilrait commaundementes as the example 
and maner of liuing of great men, doth carie all meane 
men euerie where, to like, and loue, and do, as they 
do. For if but two or three noble men in the Court, 
Example in ^^^ but beginne to Ihoote, all yong 
»i»<«yn«- lentlemen, the whole Court, all London, 
the whole Realme, would (Iraight waie exercife (hooting. 

What praife (hold they wynne to themfelues, what 
commoditie (hold they bring to their contrey, that 
would thus deferue to be pointed at : Beholde, there 
goeth, the author of good order, the guide of good 
men« I cold (ay more, and yet not ouermoch. But 
perchance, fom will (ay, I haue (lepte to farre, out of 
my fchole, into the common welthe, from teaching a 
«r_j yo'^g fcholer, to moni(he greate and noble 

for^t^n, men : yet I trud good and wife men will 

mau*c£idren. ^^"^^ ^^^ iudgc of me, that my minde 
was, not fo moch, to be bufie and bold 
with them, that be great now, as to giue trewe aduife 
to them, that may be great hereafter. Who, if they 
do, as I wi(he them to do, how great fo euer they be 
now, by blood and other mens meanes, they (hall be- 
cum a greate deale greater hereafter, by leaminge, 
vertue, and their owne defertes : which is trewe praife, 
right worthines, and verie Nobilitie in deede. Yet, if 
fom will needes preffe me, that I am to bold with great 
men, and dray to farre from my matter, I will anfwere 
Ad Philip. them with S, Paul^ fiueper contentumem^ 
fine quocunque modo^ modb Chrijlus prcidicetnr^ etc, euen 
fo, whether in place, or out of place, with my matter, or 
be(ide my matter, if I can hereby either prouoke the 
good, or (laye the ill, 1 (hall thinke my writing herein 
well imployed. 

But, to cum downe, from greate men, and hier 
matters, to my litle children, and poore fdioolehoufe 
againe, I will, God willing, go forwarde orderlie, as I 
purpofed, to indructe Children and yong men, both 
for leaminge and maners. 

Hitherto, I haue (hewed, what harme, ouermoch 
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feare bringeth to children : and what hurte, ill com* 
panie, and ouermoch libertie breedeth in yougthe: 
meenmg thereby, Uiat from feauen yeare olde, to 
feauentene, loue is the bed allurement to leaminge : 
from feauentene to feauen and twentie, that wife men 
(hold carefullie fee the ileppes of yougthe furelie (laide 
by good order, in that mod flipperie tyme : and fpeci- 
allie in the Courte, a place mod dangerous for yougthe 
to Hue in, without great grace, good regarde, and dili- 
gent looking to. 

Syr Richard Sackuile^ that worthy lentleman of 
worthy memorie, as I (ayd in the begynnynge, in the 
Queenes priuie Chamber at Windefore, Tnueiiing 
after he had talked with me, for the right ""> i^aJ^- 
choice of a good witte in a child for leamyng, and of 
the trewe difference betwixt quicke and hard wittes, of 
alluring yong children by ientlenes to loue leamyng, 
and of the fpeciall care that was to be had, to keepe 
yong hien from licencious liuyng, he was mod earned 
with me, to haue me fay my mynde alfo, what I thought, 
concemyng the fanfie that many yong lentlemen of 
England haue to trauell abroad, and namely to lead a 
long lyfe in Italie. His requed, both for his authoritie, 
and good will toward me, was a fufficient commaunde- 
ment vnto me, to (atidie his pleafure, with vtteiyng 
plainlie my opinion in that matter. Syr quoth I, I 
take goyng thither, and liuing there, for a yonge ientle- 
man, that doth not goe Mider the ke[e]pe and garde of 
fuch a man, as both, by wifedome can, and aurhoritie 
dare rewle him, to be meruelous dangerous. And 
whie I faid fo than, I will declare at large now : which 
I faid than priuatelie, and write now openlie, not bi- 
caufe I do contemne, either the knowledge of drangc 
and diuerfe tonges, and namelie the Italian xi.e luiun 
tonge, which next the Greeke and Latin ^nc- 
tonge, I like and loue alx>ue all other : or elfe bicaufe 
I do defpife, the learning that is gotten, or the experi- 
ence that is gathered in drange contries : or for any 
priuate malice that beare to Italie : which luiia. 
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Roma. contrie, and in it, namelie Rome, I haue 

alwayes fpeciallie honored : bicaufe, tyme was, whan 
Italie and Rome, haue bene, to the greate good of vs 
that now liue, die bed breeders and bringers vp, of 
the worthieft men, not onelie for wife fpeakinge, but 
alfo for well doing, in all Ciuill affaires, that euer was 
in the worlde. But now, that tyme is gone, and 
though the place remayne, yet the olde and prefent 
maners, do differ as farre, as blacke and, white, as 
vertue and vice. Vertue once made that contrie 
Midres ouer all the worlde. Vice now maketh that 
contrie flaue to them, that before, were glad to feme 
it All roan feeth it: They themfelues confeffe it, 
namelie foch, as be bed and wifefl amongeR them. For 
finne, by lud and vanitie, hath and doth breed vp 
euery where, common contempt of Gods word, priuate 
contention in many families, open factions in euery 
Citie : and fo, makyng them felues bonde, to vanitie 
and vice at home, they are content to beare the yoke 
of feruyng ilraungers abroad. Italie now, is not that 
ItalU^ that it was wont to be : and therfore now, not 
fo fitte a place, as fome do counte it, for yong men to 
fetch either wifedome or honeilie from thence. For 
furelie, they will make other but bad Scholers, that be 
fo ill Mailers to them felues. Yet, if a ientleman will 
nedes trauell into ItalU^ he (hall do well, to looke on 
the life, of the wifefl traueller, that euer traueled thether, 
fet out by the wifefl writer, that euer fpake with tong, 
Gods doctrine onelie excepted : and that is Vlyffes in 
vfytut, Honiere. Vlyffes^ and his trauell, I wifhe 

Hcnurt. our trauelcTS to looke vpon, not fo much 
to feare them, with the great daungers, that he many 
tyines fuffered, as to infUuct them, with his excellent 
wifedome, which he alwayes and euerywhere vfed. 
Yea euen thofe, that be learned and wittie trauelers, 
when they be difpofed to prayfe traueling, as a great 
commendacion, and the befl Scripture they haue for 
it, they gladlie recite the third veife of Homere^ in his 
firfl booke of Odyffca^ conteinyng a great prayfe of 
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yiyffes^ for the wittc he gathered, and wife- ^w, a. 
dome he vfed in trauelling. 

Which verfe, bicaufe, in mine opinion, it was not 
made at the firil, more naturallie in Greke by Hamere^ 
nor after turned more aptelie into Latin by Horace^ 
than it was a good while ago, in Cambrige, tianf- 
lated into £ngli(h, both pUinlie for the fenfe, and 
roundlie for the verfe, by one of the beR Scholers, tliat 
euer S. Johns Colledge bred, M. IVaf/on, myne old 
frend, fomtime Bilhop of Lincolne, therefore, for their 
fake, that haue luil to fee, how our Englilh tong, in 
avoidyng barbarous ryming, may as well receiue, right 
quantitie of fillables, and trewe order of verfifiyng (of 
which matter more at laige hereafter^ as either GreA^ 
or Zafm, if a cunning man haue it m [the] handling, 
I will fet forth that one verfe in all three tonges, for 
an Example to good wittes, that (hall delite in like 
learned exercife. 

IJomertt^. 

Iloratttuf. 
Qui mores Iiominum muUorum vidit et vrhes. 

ffi. SHatoon. 
AUtraudhrs do gladly report great pray ft ofVlyJffes^ 
For that hekfiew many mens maners^ and Jaw many Cities. 

And yet is not Vlyffes commended, fo much, nor 
fo oft, m Homere^ bicaufe he was ' 
voAurpoiros, that is, (kilfull in many 
mens manners and facions, as bi- 
caufe he was ^roAv/ii^ris, that is, wife 
in allpurpofes,andwar[y]ein all places : which wifedome 
and warenes will not feme neither a tra- PaUatinmi 
ueler, except Pallas be alwayes at his i»«aucn. 
elbow, that is Gods fpeciall grace from heauen, to kepe 
him in Gods feare, in all his doynges, in all his ieomeye* 
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For, he Ihall not alwayes in his abfence out of Eng- 
AUynoHs. M. 2. land, light vpon the ientle Alcyncus^ and 

walke in his faire gardens full of all 
harmeleiTe pleafures : but he Ihall fome- 
tymes, fall, either into the handes of fome 
cruell Cyclops^ or into the lappe of fome 
wanton and dalying Dame Calypfox and 
fo fuffer the danger of many a deadlie 
Denne, not fo full of perils, to diflroy 
the body, as, full of vayne pleafures, to 
poyfon the mynde. Some Siren (hall 
fmg him a fong, fweete in tune, but 
fownding in the ende, to his vtter de- 
(Iruction. If Scylla drowne him not, 
Carybdis may fortune fwalow hym. 
OnrvM. iz, r. I Some Circes (hall make him, of a plaine 
Englilh man, a right Italian, And at length to hell, or 
to fome hellifh place, is he likelie to go : from whence 
is hard returning, although one Vlyffes^ and that by 
M. X. Pallas ayde, and good counfell of Ttrefias 

once efcaped that horrible Den of deadly darkenes. 

Therfore, if wife men will nedes fend their fonnes 
into Jtalie^ let them do it wifelie, vnder the kepe and 
garde of him, who, by his wifedome and honeflie, by 
his example and authoritie, may be hable to kepe them 
iafe and found, in the feare of God, in ChriRes trewe Re- 
ligion, in good order and honeRie of liuyng : except they 
will haue them run headling [headlong], into ouermany 
ieoperdies, as Vlyffes had done many tymes, if Pallas 
had not alwayes gouemed him : if he had not vfed, to 
M. #1. Rop his eares with waxe : to bind him felfe 

W. jc. to the maft of his (hyp: to feede dayly, vpon 

Moty Herba. that fwctc herbe Moly with the bla[c]ke roote 
and white floore, giuen vnto h>in by Mercuric, to auoide 
all inchantmentes of Ciras, Wherby, the Diuine Poete 
Homer ment couertlie (aswife and Godly men do iudge) 
that loue of honeflie, and hatred of ill, which Dautd 
PtaL 33. more plainly doth call the feare of God : 

the onely remedie agaynR all inchantementes of finne. 
1 know diuerie noble perfonages, and many worthic 
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lentlemen of England, whom all the Siren fonges of 
JtalUy could neuer vntwyne from the made of Gods 
word : nor no inchantment of vanitie, ouertume them, 
from the feare of God, and loue of honeflie. 

But I know as many, or mo, and fome, fomet}'me 
my deare frendes, for whofe fake I hate going into that 
countrey the more, who, partyng out of England fer- 
uent in the loue of Chrides doctrine, and well fumifhed 
with the feare of God, returned out of Italie worfe 
tranfformed, than euer were any in Circes Court I 
know diuerfe, that went out of England, men of inno- 
cent life, men of excellent learnyng, who returned out 
of Italie^ not onely with worfe manners, but alfo with 
leffe learnyng : neither fo willing to liue orderly, nor 
yet fo hable to fpeake leamedlie, as they were at 
home, before they went abroad. And why ? Fiato^ 
yat wife writer, and worthy traueler him felfe, telleth 
the caufe why. He went into Sicilia^ a countrey, no 
nigher ItcUy by fite of place, than Italie that is now, is 
like Sicilia that was then, in all corrupt* maners and 
licencioufnes of life. Plato found in Sicilia, euery 
Citie full of vanitie, full of factions, euen as Italic is 
now. And as HomerCy like a learned Poete, doth 
feyne, that Circes^ by plealant inchantmentes, did 
tume men into beades, fome into Swine, fom in 
AlTes, fome into Foxes, fome into Wolues eta euen 
fo, FlatOy like a wife Philofopher, doth pui.adDioi.ys. 
plainelie declare, that pleafure, by licenti- ^p***- 3- 
ous vanitie, that fweet and perilous poyfon of all youth, 
doth ingender in all thofe that yeld vp themfelues to 
her, foure notorious properties. 

1. \rj6rjv 

2. Bva-fiaetav Thefmiuot 

3. oi<f>poovynv Tayne pleasure. 

4. vPpiv. 

The firft, foi^getfulnes of all good thinges learned 
before : the fecond, dulnes to rcceyue either causes why 
learnyngorhoneftie euer after: the third, oMSVe^teSl 
a mynde embracing lightlie the worfe learned and 
opinion, and baren of difcretion to make ^^^n^^^"***- 
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trewe difference betwixt good and ill, betwixt troth, 
and vanitie, the fourth, a proude difdainfulnes of other 
PuSimid ^ood men, in all honed matters. Hamert 
and expounded, and Flato^ haue both one meanyng, looke 
both to one end. For, if a man inglutte himfelf with 
A Swyae. vanitie, or waiter in filthines like a Swyne, 
all leamyng, all ^oodnes, is fone forgotten: Than, 
AnAsse. quicklie (hall he becum a dull Affe, to 

vnderfland either leamyng or honeflie : and yet (hall 
A Fojce. he be as futle as a Foxe, in breedyng of 

mifchief, in bringyng in miforder, with a bufie head, a 
difcourfing tong, and a factious harte, in eueiy priuate 
afiaire, in all matters of (late, with this pretie propertie, 
h/^ooff^, alwayes glad to commend the worfe partie, 
Quid, et vndc. and euer ready to defend the falfer opinion. 
And why? For, where will is giuen from goodnes to 
vanitie, the mynde is fone caryed from right iudge- 
ment to any fond opinion, in Religion, in Philofophie, 
or any other kynde of learning. The fourth fruite of 
vAuf. vaine pleafure, by Homer and FkUos 

iudgement, is pride in them felues, contempt of others, 
the very badge of all thofe that feme in Circes Court. 
The true meenyng of both Homer and Flato^ is plainlie 
declared in one (hort fentence of the holy Prophet of 
Hieremas Ood Hiercmie^ crying out of the vaine and 
4. Cap. vicious life of the Ifraelites. This people 

(iayth he) be fooles and dulhedes to all goodnes, but 
fotle, canning and bolde, in any mifchiefe. etc 

The true medecine againil the inchantmentes of 
Circes, the vanitie of licencious pleafure, the intice- 
mentes of all fmne, is, in Homere^ the herbe Moly^ 
with the blacke roote, and white flooer, fower at the 
Henodus de fifd, but fwcete in the end : which, Hefiodus 
^**"*«- termeth the ftudy of vertue, hard and irkfome 
in the b^innyng,butintheend,eafie andpleafant And 
that, which is mod to be marueled at, the diuine Poete 
Homerusdiai- Homere fayth plainlie that this medicine 
nus Poeu. againd finne and vanitie is not found out by 
man, but giuen and taught by God. And forfome [ones] 
lake, that will haue delite to read that fweete and Godlie 
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Verfe, I will redte the very wordes of HomerezxA alfo 
tume them into rude Englilh metre. 

avSpdiri y€ Oyqroun^ OtoX Si TrdvTa Svyavri, 
In Englifh thus. 
Nb mortall tnan^ withfweat ofbraive^ or toile of minder 
But ondy God^ who can do cdl^ that her be dothfinde, 

Plato alfo, thatdiuine Philofopher, hath many Godly 
medicines agaynd the poyfon of vayne pleafure, in 
many places, but fpecially in his Epiilles to Dionifius 
the tyrant of Sictlie : yet agaynd thofe, Plat, ad Dio. 
that will nedes becum beafles, with feruyng of 
Circes^ the Prophet Dauid^ aieth mod loude, Nolite 
fieri ficut eques et mulus : and by and by /•*«'• 3*. 
giueth the right medicine, the trewe herbe Moiy^ In 
canto et freno maxiiias eorum conjlringe^ that is to fay, 
let Gods grace be the bitte, let Gods feare be the bridle, 
to day them from runnyng headlong into* vice, and to 
turne them into the right way agayne. Dauid in the 
fecond Pfalme after, giueth the fame medi- p*aL 33. 
cine, but in thefe plainer wordes, Diuerte d malo etfac 
bonum. But I am affraide, that ouer many of our 
trauelers into Italie^ do not exchewe the way to Circes 
Court : but go, and ryde, and runne, and die thether, 
they make great had to cum to her : they make ^eat 
fute to ferue her : yea, I could point out fome with my 
finger, that neuer had gone out of England, but onelie 
to ferue CirceSy in Italie, Vanitie and vice, and any 
licence to ill Huyng in England was counted dale and 
rude vnto them. And fo, beyng Mules and Horfes 
before they went, returned verie Swyne and Afles home 
agayne: yet euerie where verie Foxes with as futtle 
and bufie heades ; and where they may, verie VVooIues, 
with cruell malicious hartes. A maruelous ^ ^^^^ p.^ 
monder, which, for filthines of liuyng, for mre of a knight 
dulnes to learning him felfe, for wilineffe of^i'«»<^"«- 
in dealing with others, for malice in hurting without 
caufe, diould carie at once in one bodie, the belie of 
a Swyne, the head of an Afle, the brayne of a Foxe, 
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the worabe of a wolfe. If you thinke, we iudge ami{r< 
and write to fore againd you, heare, what the Italian 
The Italians ^yth of the EngUHi Man, what the mailer 
E^IIKen^ reporteth of the fcholer: who vttereth 
broughtvp°iii pla3mlie, what is taught by him, and what 
^^^^ learned by you, laying, Engicfi Italianato^ 

e vn diaholo incamato^ that is to fay, you remaine men in 
fhape and facion, but becum deuils in life and condi- 
tion. This is not, the opinion of one, for fome priuate 
fpite, but the iudgement of all, in a common Prouerbe, 
which rifeth, of liiat leamyng, and thofe maners, which 
The Italian dif- 1^^ gather in /te//> : a good Scholehoufe 
&jj«* *^5" of wholefome doctrine, and worthy Mailers 
the Engiuhe of Commendable Scholers, where the Maf- 
"■^ ter had rather diifame h3rm felfe for hys 

teachyng, than not fliame his Scholer for his leamyng. 
A good nature of the mailler, and faire conditions of 
the fcholers. And now chofe you, you Italian Eng- 
lifhe men, whether you will be angrie with vs, for call- 
ing you monllers, or with the Italiams^ for callyng you 
deuils, or elfe with yotu- owne felues, that take fo much 
paines, and go fo faire, to make your felues both. If 
fome yet do not well vnderlland, what is an Englifh 
man Italianated, I will plainlie tell him. He, that by 

An English ^*"^°S> *°^ traucling in ItaliCy bringeth 
man home into England out of Italic^ the Re- 

itahanated. Ug^Q^, the learning, the policie, the ex- 
perience, the maners of Italic That is to fay, for Re- 
ligion, Papiftrie or worfe: for leam- 
yngylelTe commonly than theycaried 
out with them: forpollicie, a factious 
hart, adifcourfmg head, a mynde to 
medleinall mens matters: for ex- 
perience, plentieof new mifchieues 
neuer knowne in England before : 
for maners, varietie of vanities, 
and chaunge of filthy lyuing. Thefe be the in- 
chantementes of Circes^ brought out of Italie^ to 
marre mens maners in England; much, by ex- 
ample of ill life, but more by pnxeptes of fondc 
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bookes, of late tranflated out of Italian i?^f^2?'J^ 

. ^ T^' ,.--,, . ^ . T translated into 

into Enghin, fold in euery mop in Lon- EngUsh. 
don, commended by honell titles the fo[o]ner to corrupt 
honed maners : dedicated ouer boldlie to vertuous and 
honourable perfonages, the eafielier to beg[u]ile fimple 
and innocent wittes. It is pitie, that thofe, _^ 

which haue authoritie and charge, to allow and "^^ 
diflalow bookes to be printed, be no more circumfpect 
herein, than they are. Ten Sermons at Paules Crofle 
do not fo moch good for mouyng men to trewe doc- 
trine, as one of thofe bookes do harme, with inticing 
men to ill lining. Yea, I say farder, thofe bookes, 
tend not fo moch to corrupt honed liuing, as they do, 
to fubuert trewe Religion. Mo Papides be made, by 
your mer[r]y bookesof //^r/*f, than byyoureamed bookes 
of Louaitu And bicaufe our great Phificians, do wiuke 
at the matter, and make no counte of this fore, I, 
though not admitted one of their felo^'fhyp, yet hauyng 
bene many yeares a prentice to Gods trewe Religion, 
a.nd trud to continewe a poore iomey man therein all 
dayes of my life, for the dewtie I owe, and loue I beare, 
both to trewe doctrine, and honed liuing, though I 
haue no authoritie to amend the fore my felfe, yet I 
will declare my good will, to difcouer the fore to others. 
S. Paul faith, that fectes and ill opinions. Ad GaL 5. 
be the workes of the fledi, and frutes of finne, this is 
fpoken, no more trewlie for tlie doctrine, than fenfiblie 
for the reafon. And why? For, ill doinges, breed 
ill thinkinges. And of corrupted maners, fpr>iig per- 
uerted iu<]^ementes. And how? there be in man 
two fpeciall thinges: Mans 
will, mans mynde. Where 
will inclineth to goodnes, the 
mynde is bent to troth: Where will is caried from 
goodnes to vanitie, the mynde is fone drawne from 
troth to falfe opinion. And fo, the readied way to 
entangle the mynde with falfe doctrine, is fird to in- 
tice the will to wanton liuyng. Therfore, when the 
bufie and open Papides abroad, could not, by their 
contentious bookes, tume men in England fad enough. 
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from troth and right iudgement in doctrine, than the 
^^. futle and' fecrete Papiiles at home, procured 
^^ bawdie bookes to be tranflated out of the 
Italian tonge, whereby ouer many yong willes and 
wittes allured to wantonnes, do now boldly contemne 
all feuere bookes that founde to honedie and godlines. 
In our forefathers tyme, whan Papiflrie, as a fland3mg 
poole, couered and ouerflowed all England, fewe 
bookes were read in otu* tong, fauyng certaine bookes 
Cheualrie, as they iayd, for pzddime and pleafure, which, 
as fome fay, were made in Monafteries, by idle Monkes, 
or wanton Chanons : as one for example, Morte Ar- 
Morte Arthur, thurtx the whole pleafure of which booke 
(landeth in two fpeciall poyntes, in open mans flaughter, 
and bold bawdiye : In which booke thofe be counted 
the noblefl Knightes, that do kill moR men without any 
quarrell, and commit fowled aduoulter[i1es by futleft 
fliiftes : as S\x Launcelote^ with the wife of king Arthttre 
his maRer : Syr JHJlram with the wife of king Marke 
his vncle : Syr Lamerocke with the wife of king Lote^ 
^~. that was his own aunte. This is good 

^^ (luffCy for wife men to laughe at, or honeR 

men to take pleafure at Yet I know, when Gods 
Bible was banifhed the Court, and Marte Arthure re- 
ceiued into the Princes chamber. What toyes, the 
dayly readyng of fuch a booke, may worke in the will 
of a yong ientleman, or a yong mayde, that liueth 
welthelie and idlelie, wife men can iudge, and honeR 
men do pitie. And yet ten Morte Arthures do not the 
tenth part fo much harme, as one of thefe bookes, 

made in Italic^ and tranflated in England. 

They open, not fond and common wayes 
to vice, but fuch fubtle, cunnyng, new, and diuerfe 
fliiftes, to cary yong willes to vanitie, and yong wittes 
to mifchief, to teach old bawdes new fchole poyntes, 
as the fimple head of an Englilhman is not hable to 
inuent, nor neuer was hard of in England before, yea 
when PapiRrie ouerflowed all. Sufler thefe bookes to 
be read, and they (hall foone difplace all bookes ot 
godly leamyng. For they, carying the will to vanitie 
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and manyng j^ood manerSy (hall eafily 
corrupt the mynde with ill opinions, and 
falfe iudgen\ent in doctrine : firil, to thinke nothyng 
of God hym felfe, one fpedall pointe that is to be 
learned in Italie^ and Italian bookes. And 
that which is mod to be lamented, and 
therfore more nedefuU to be looked to, there be moe 
of thefe vngratious hookes fet out in Printe within thefe 
fewe monethes, thaii haue bene fene in England many 
fcore yeare[s] before. And bicaufe our Englifh men 
made Italians can not hurt, but certaine perfons, and in 
certaine places, therfore thefe Italian bookes are made 
Englilh, to bryng mifchief enough openly and boldly, to 
all dates great and meane, yong and old, euery where. 

And thus yow fee, how will intifed to wanionnes, 
doth eafelie allure the mynde to falfe opinions : and 
how corrupt maners in liuinge, breede falfe iudgement 
in doctrine : how finne and fle(hlines, bring forth fectes 
and herefies : And therefore fuffer not vaine bookes to 
breede vanitie in mens willes, if yow would haue 
Goddes trothe take roote in mens myndes. 

That Italian, that fird inuented the Italian Prouerbe 
againd our Englifhe men Italianated, ment no more 
their vanitie in liuing, than their lewd opinion in Reli- 
gion. For, in calling them Deuiles, he ^j^^ ixaXy^a 
carieth them cleane from God: and yet prouerbe 
he carieth them no farder, than they wil- «i»"«d«<i' 
linglie go themfelues, that is, where they may freely 
fay their mindes, to the open contempte of God and 
all godlines, both in liuing and doctrine. 

Ajid how? I will exprede how, not by a Fable of 
Hamere^ nor by the Philofophie of Flaio^ but by a 
plaine troth of Goddes word, fenfiblie vttered by Dauid 
thus. Thies men, abhominabiles fa^i in studijs fuis^ 
thinke verily, and fmge gladlie the verfe before, Dixit 
infipiens in Cordejuo^ nan eft Deus : that is Psa. 14. 
to lay, they geuing themfelues vp to vanitie, fhakinge 
of the motions of Grace, driuing from them the feare 
of God, and running headlong into all finne, fird, 
ludelie contemne God, than Icomefullie mocke his 

F 
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worde, and alfo fpitefullie hate and hurte all well willers 
thereof. Than they hauc in more reuerence, the 
triumphes of Petrarche : than the Genefis of Mofes : 
They make more account of JWies offices, than 5. 
Paula epidles : of a tale in Bocace^ than a (lorie of the 
Bible. Than they counte as Fables, the holie mifleries 
of Chriflian Religion. They make Chrifl and his Gof- 
pell, onelie feme Ciuill polUcie : Than neyther Religion 
cummeth amiffe to them : In t3rme they be Promoters 
of both openlie : in place againe mockers of both pri- 
uilie, as I wrote oncein a rude ryme. 

Now ncw^ now olde, now baih^ now ndthtr^ 
To f true the worldes courfi, they care not with whether. 
For where they dare, in cumpanie where they like, 
they boldlie laughe to fcome bodi proteflant and Pap- 
ift. They care for no fcriptiure : They make no counte 
of generall councels : they contemne the confent of 
the Chirch : They paffe for no Doctores : They 
mocke the Pope: They raile on Luther \ They allow 
neyther fide : They like none, but onelie themfelues : 
The marke they (hote at, the ende they looke for, the 
heauen they defire, is onelie, their OMOie prefent plea- 
fure, and priuate proffit: whereby, they plainlie declare, 
of whofe fchole, of what Religion they be: that is. 
Epicures in liuing, and adtoi in doctrine : this lafl 
Avorde, is no more vnknowne now to plaine Engliftie 
men, than the Perfon was vnknown fomtyme in Eng- 
land, vntill fom[e] Englifhe man tooke peines to fetch 
that deuelifh opinion out of Italic. Thies men, thus 
The Italian Italianatcd abroad, can not abide our 
ciiirche in GodHe Italian Chirch at home : they be 

London. ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ p^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ 

lowfliyp : they like not yat preacher : they heare not 
his fermons : Excepte fometymes for companie, they 
cum thither, to heare the Italian tongue naturally 
fpoken, not to hear Gods doctrine trewly preached. 

And yet, thies men, in matters of Diuinitie, openlie 
pretend a great knowledge, and haue priuately to them 
felues, a verie compendious vnderilanding of all, which 
neuertheles they will vtter when and where they lille : 
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And that is this : All the mifleries of Mofes^ the whole 
lawe and Cerimonies, the Pfalmes and Prophetes, 
Chriil and his Gofpell, G O D and the Deuill, Heauen 
and Hell, Faith, Confcience, Sinne, Death, and all 
they (hordie wrap vp, they quickly expounde with this 
one halfe verfe oi Horace. 

Credat ludaus Afpdla, 

Yet though in Italic they may freely be of no Reli- 
gion, as they are in Englande in verie deede to, neuer- 
SielefTe returning home into England they mufl 
countenance the profeflion of the one or the other, 
howfoeuer inwardlie, they laugh to fcome both. And 
though, for their priuate matters they can follow, fawne, 
and latter noble Perfonages, contrarie to them in all 
refpectes, yet commonlie they allie them- Paputricand 
felues with the worfl Papiiles, to whom jJEJJ'jJiij^ 
they be wedded, and do well agree togitber opimons. 
in three proper opinions : In open contempte of 
Goddes worde : in a fecret fecuritie of finne: and in 
a bloodie defire to haue all taken away, by fword and 
burning, that be not of their faction. They that do 
read, with indifferent iudgement, Fygius and Pigim. 
Machiaud^ two indifferent Patriarches of MmcAuiMeius. 
thies two Religions, do know full well what I fay trewe. 

Ye fee, what manners and doctrine, our Englifhe 
men fetch out of Italie : For finding no other there, 
they can bring no other hither. And therefore, manie 
godlie and excellent learned Englifhe men, ^^ ^^ ^^ 
not manie yeares ago, did make a better est tnueien. 
choice, whan open crueltie draue them out of this 
contrie, to place themfelues there, where Chrifles doc- 
trine, the feare of God, punifhment of fmne, G^mumk, 
and difcipline of honeflie, were had in fpedall regarde. 

I was once in Italie my felfe : but I thanke Vtme», 
God,nwabodethere, was butix.dayes: And yet I fawein 
that litmle tyme,in one Citie,more liberde tofmne, than 
euer I h^e]ard tell of in our noble Citie of Lcndcn, 
London m ix. yeare. I fawe, it was there, as free to finne, 
not onelie without all punifhment, but ailfo without any 
mans marking, as it is free in the Citie of London, to 
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chofe, without all blame, whether a man lull to weare 
Shoo or Pantocle, And good caufe why : For being 
vnlike in troth of Religion, they muR nedes be vnlike 
in honeflie of lining. For blefled be Chriil, in our Citie 
SeniiceofGod of London, commonlie the commande- 
in England. mentes of God, be more diligentlie taught, 
and the feruice of God more reuerentlie vfed, and that 
daylie in many priuate mens houfes, than they be in 
SeniiceofGod Italie once a weeke in their common 
ia Italie. Chirches . where, malking Ceremonies, to 

delite the eye, and vaine foundes, to pleafe the eare, 
do quite thrufl out of the Chirches, all feruice of God 
The Loid Maior in fpirit and tTOth. Yea, the Lord Maior of 
of London. Ix)ndon, being but a Ciuill officer, is com- 
monlie for his tyme, more diligent, in punifhing fmne, 
the bent enemie againd God and good order, than all 
The inquistton the bloodic Inquifitors in Italie be in fea- 
in Italie uen yearc. For, their care and charge is, 

not to punilh finne, not to amend manners, not to 
purge doctrine, but onelie to watch and ouerfee that 
Chnfles trewe Religion fet no fure footing, where the 
Pope hath any luriidiction. I learned, when I was at 
An vngodiie Venice^ that there it is counted good pol- 
poiiide. licie, when there be foure or fine brethren 

of one familie, one, onelie to marie : and all the red, 
to waulter, with as litle (hame, in open lecherie, as 
Sw}nie do here in the common myre. Yea, there be as 
fayre houfes of Religion, as great prouifion, as diligent 
officers, to kepe vp this miforder, as Bridewell is, and 
all the Mailers there, to kepe downe miforder. And 
therefore, if the Pope himfelfe, do not onelie graunt 
pardons to furder thies wicked purpofes abrode in 
Italie, but alfo (although this prefent Pope, in tlie be- 
ginning, made fom (hewe of miiliking thereoQ afligne 
both meede and merite to the maintenance oi flewes 
and brothelhoufes at home in Rome, than let wife men 
thinke Italie a fafe place for holfom doctrine, and 
godlie manners, and a fitte fchole for yong ientlemen 
of England to be brought vp in. 

Our Italians bring home with them other faultcs 
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from Italie, thougb not fo great as this of Religion, yet a 
great deale greater, than many good men well beare. 
For commonlie they cum home, common contempt 
contenmers of manage and readie per- •'■»»«««• 
fuaders of all other to the fame : not becaufe they 
loue virginitie, nor yet becaufe they hate prettie yong 
virgines, but, being free in Italie, to go whither fo euer 
lufl will caiy them, they do not lik^ that lawe and 
honeflie fhould be foch a barre to their like liberde at 
home in England. And yet they be, the greatefl 
makers of loue, the daylie daliers, with fuch pleafant 
wordes, with fuch fmilyng and fecret countenances, 
with fuch fignes, tokens, wagers, purpofed to be lofl, 
before they were purpofed to be made, with baigaines 
of wearing colours, floures, and herbes, to breede oc- 
cafion of ofter meeting of him and her, and bolder 
talking of this and that, etc And although I haue feene 
fome, innocent of ill, and flayde in all honeflie, that 
haue vfed thefe thinges without all harme, without all 
fufpicion of harme, yet thefe knackes were brought firfl 
into England by them, that learned them before in Italie 
in Circes Court: and how Courtlie curteffes fo euer they 
be counted now, yet, if the meaning and maners of fome 
that do vfe them, were fomewhat amended, it were no 
great hurt, neither to them felues, nor to others. 

An other propertie of this our Englifh Italians is, to 
be meruelous fingular in all their matters : Singular in 
knowledge, ignorant of nothyng : So fingular in wife- 
dome (in their owne opinion) as fcarfe they counte the 
befl Counfellor the Prince hath, comparable with 
them: Common difcourfers of all matters: bufie 
fearchers of mofl fecret affaires: open flatterers of 
great men : priuie miflikers of good men : Faire 
fpeakers, with fmiling countenances, and much curteffie 
openlie to all men. Ready ba[c]kbiters, fore nippers, 
and fpitefuU reporters priuilie of good men. And 
beyng brought vp in Italic^ in fome free Citie, as all 
Cities be there: where a man may freelie difcourfe 
againfl what he will, againfl whom he lufl : againfl any 
IVince, agaynfl any gouemement, yea againfl God him 
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felfe, and his whole Religion: where he mud be, either 
Gudphe or GibUine^ either French or Spamjh : and al- 
wayes compelled to be of fome partie, of fome faction, 
he fhall neuer be compelled to be of any Religion : 
And if he medle not ouer much with Chriftes true Re- 
ligion, he (hall haue free libertie to embrace all Reli- 
gions, and becum, if he lud at once, without any let or 
puniihment, lewilh, Turkiih, Papi(h, and Deuillilh. 

A yong lentleman, thus bred vp in this goodly fchole, 
to leame the next and readie way to (inne, to haue a bufie 
head, a factious !iart, a talkatiue tonge, fed with dif- 
courfing of Actions: led to contemne God and his Reli- 
gion, (hall cum home into England, but verie ill taught, 
either to be an honed man him felf, a quiet fubiect to his 
Prince, or willyng to feme God, vnder the obedience of 
trewe doctrine, or with in the order of honed lining. 

I know, none will be offended with this my generall 
writing, but onelie fuch, as finde them felues giltie 
priuatelie therin : who (hall haue a good leaue to be 
offended with me, vntill they begin to amende them 
felues. I touch not them that be good : and I fay to 
litle of them that be nought. And fo, though not 
enough for their deferuing, yet fufficientlie for this 
time, and more els when, if occafion fo require. 

And thus farre haue I wandred from my fird pur- 
pofe of teaching a child, yet not ahogether out of the 
>vay, bicaufe this whole taulke hath tended to the 
onelie aduancement of trothe in Religion, an honedie 
of lining : and hath bene wholie within the compaffe 
of learning and good maners, the fpeciall pointes be- 
longing in the right bringing vp of youth. 

But to my matter, as I began, plainlie and (implie 
with my yong Scholer, fo will I not leaue him, God 
willing, vntill I haue brought him a perfite Scholer out 
of the Schole, and placed him in the Vniuerfitie, to be- 
cum a fitte dudent, for Logicke and Rhetoricke: and fo 
after to Phificke, Law, or Diuinitie, as aptnes of nature, 
aduife of frendes, and Gods difpofition (hall lead him. 

The ende of thefirjl booke. 
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:r that your fcholer, as I &yd 
Eforfe, fhlll cum in deedc, firfl, to 
readie pcrfitnes in tranllating, 
lan, to a ripe and fkilfull choice 
1 markyng out hys fixe pointes, 

1. Prt^um. 



$. •Symmymtm. 

4. Qmirarium. 
. Diuerjum. 
. Phrafa. 

Than take this order with him : Read dayly vnto 
Lim, feme booke of Tuliie, as the third Cicrrr. 
booke of Epidles chofen out by Sturmius, de Amidtia, 
de Seneflute, or that excellent Epillle conteinyng almofl 
the whole firil booke aJ Q. fra : fome Comedic of 
Termee or Plautus : but in Plautus, IkilfuU Tnmiita. 
choicemuflbevfedby themafler, totraine fiai-hu. 
his Scholler to a iudgement, in cutting out perfitelic 
oucr old and vnproper wordes : Gxf. /"/- Cmtr. 
Cffmmai/arus antohciesid with allcuriofitic.in fpecially 
without all exception to bemadeeither byfrendeorfoe.is 
feene, the vnfpotted proprietie of the Latin long, euen 
whan it was, as the Greeiam lay, in aV/i^ that is, at 
the hied pitch of all perfiteneflc : or fome Orations of 
T. Lhnus, fuch as be both longed and T.Limin. 
plaineft. 

'I'hefe bookes, I would haue him read now, a good 
deale at euery lecture : for he Ihall not now vie daTi}lie 
tncHation, but onely conflrue againc, and paife, where 



ss The fecond booke teachyng 

ye fufpect is any nede : yet, let him not omitte in thefe 
bookes, his former exercife, in marking dihgently, and 
uTityng orderiie out his fix pointes. And for tranilat- 
ing, vfe you your felfe, euery fecond or thyrd day, to 
chofe out, fome Epiflle ad Atticum^ fome notable com- 
mon place out of his Orations, or fome . other part of 
TuUU^ by your difcretion, which your fcholer may not 
know where to finde : and tranflate it you your felfe, 
into plaine naturall Englifh, and than giue it him to 
tranflate into Latin againe : allowyng him good fpace 
and tyme to do it, both with diligent heede, and 
good aduifement Here his witte flialbe new fet on 
worke : his iudgement, for right choice, trewlie tried : 
his memorie, for fure reteyning, better exercifed, than 
by learning, any thing without the booke : and here, 
how much he hath proffited, fhall plainly appeare. 
\Vhan he bringeth it tranflated vnto you, bring you 
forth tlie place of TullU : lay them together : compare 
the one with the other: commend his good choice, 
and right placing of wordes : Shew his faultes iently, 
but blame them not ouer fliarply : for, of fuch mifllngs, 
ientlie admonifhed of, proceedeth glad and good heed 
taking : of good heed taking, fpringeth chiefly know- 
ledge, which after, groweth to perfitnefle, if this order, 
be diligent! ie vfed by the fcholer and iently handled 
by the mafl^er : for here, fliall all the hard pointes of 
Grammer, both eafely and furelie be learned vp: 
which, fcholers in common fcholes, by making of 
Lalines, be groping at, with care and feare, and yet in 
many yeares, they fcarce can reach vnto them. I re- 
member, whan I was yong, in the North, they went to 
the Grammer fchole, litle children : they came from 
thence great lubbers : alwayes learning, and litle pro- 
fiting : learning without booke, euery thing, vnder- 
fl.andyng with in the booke, little or nothing. Their 
whole knowledge, by learning without the booke, was 
tied onely to their tong and lips, and neuer afcended 
vp to the braine and head, and therfore was fone 
fpitte out of the mouth againe : They were, as men, 
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alwayes goyng, but euer out of the way: and why? 
For their whole labor, or rather great toyle without 
order, was euen vaine idlenefle without proffit In deed, 
they tooke great paynes about learning: but employed 
finsdl labour in learning : Whan by this way prefcribed 
in this booke, being flreight, plaine, and eafie, ^he 
fcholer is alwayes laboring with pleafure, and euer 
going right on forward with proffit : Alwayes laboring 
I fay, for, or he haue conilrued, parced, twife trau(^ed 
ouer by good aduifement, marked out his fix poiBtes 
by IkilfuU iudgement, he (hall haue neceflarie occafion, 
to read ouer euery lecture, a dofen ^roes, at thejlfijdL 
WEichjTIicaufe he thalllio~alw^es m order, he (Sail 
do it alwayes with pleafure: And pleafure alluJeth 
loue : loue hath lull to labor : labour alwayes oblein- 
eth his purpofe, as mod trewly, both AriJU^U in his 
Rhetoricke and Oedipus in Sophodes do ^ach, 
faying, vq.v yhip €ictov6v/a€vov aXio-icc. €t cef. Rhet a ^ *^ 
and this oft reading, is the verie rigEt inOedip. Ty>.^ 
folowing, of that good Counfell, which Eput.Ub.7. 
JVinie doth geue to his frende Fufcus^ laying, MuMum^^ 
nan multa. But to my purpofe againe : • /^^ 

Whan, by this diligent and fpedie reading! oued 
thofe forenamed good bokes of TuIIie^ Tcrence^^Cafio' 
and JJuie^ and by this fecond kinde of tranllating out 
of your Englifh, tyme (hall breed (kill, and vfe fhall 
bring perfection, than ye may trie, if you will, your 
fcholer, with the third kinde of tranflation : although 
the two firfl wayes, by myne opinion, be, not onelie 
fufficent of them felues, but alfo furer, both for the 
Maflers teaching, and fdiolers learnyng, than this third 
way is : Which is thus. Write you in Englifh, fome 
letter, as it were from him to his father, or to fjme 
other frende, naturallie, according to the difpofition of 
the child, or fome tale, or fable, or plaine narration, 
according as Aphihonim beginneth his exercifes of 
learning, and let him tranflate it into Latin againe, 
abiding in foch place, where no other fcholer may 
prompe him. But yet, vfe you your felfe foch difcre- 
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tion for choice therein, as the matter may be within 
the compas, both for wordes and fentences, of his 
former learning and reading. And now take heede, / 

led your fcholer do not better in fome point, than ^ou 
your felfe, except ye haue bene diligentlie exerofed 
in thefe kindes of tranflating before : 

I had once a profe hereof tried by good experience, 
by a deare frende of myne, whan I came firfl from 
Cambrige, to ferue the Queenes Maiedie, than Ladie 
Elizabeth^ lying at worthie Sir Ant. Denys in Chefton. 
John Whitneye^ a yong ientleman, was my bedfeloe, 
who willyng by good nature and prouoked by mine 
aduife, began to leame the Latin tong, after the order 
declared in this booke. We began after Chriflmas : I 
read vnto him TuUie de Amidtia^ whicii he did euerie 
day twife tranflate, out of Latin into Englifh, and out 
of Engliih into Latin agayne. About S. Laurence 
tyde after, to proue how he proffited, I did chofe out 
Jbrguatus taMlkt de Amidtia^ in the lat[t]er end of the 
firil booke definib. becaufe that place was, the fame in 
matter, like in wordes and phiafes, nigh to the fonne 
and facion of fentences, as he had learned before in 
de Amicitia. I did tranflate it my felfe into plaine 
Engliih, and gaue it him to tume into Latin : Which 
he did, fo choiflie, fo orderlie, fo without any great 
miffe in the hardefl pointes of Grammer, that fome, in 
feuen yeare in Grammer fcholes, yea, and fome in the 
Vniueriities to, can not do halfe fo well. This worthie 
yong lentleman, to my greated grief, to the great 
lamentation of that whole houfe, and fpeciallie to that 
mod noble Ladie, now Queene Eiizabeth her felfe, 
departed within few dayes, out of this world. 

And if in any caufe a man may without offence of 
God fpeake fomewhat vngodlie, furely, it was fome 
grief vnto me, to fee him hie fo hadlie to God, as he 
did. A Court, full of foch yong lentlemen, were 
rather a Paradife than a Court vpon earth. And 
though I had neuer Poeticall head, to make any verfe, 
in any tong, yet either loue, or for[rlow, or both, dul 
wring out of me than, certaine careful! thoughtes of 
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my good will towardes him, which in my m[o1urning for 
him, fell forth, more by chance, than either by (kill or 
vfe, into this kinde of miforderlie meter. 

Myne cwne John Whitney ^ nowfarewdl^ now death doth 

parte vs twaine^ 
No death^ but partyng for a while^ whom life JhaU 

ioyne agayne, 
Therfore my hartceafefighes andfohhes^ eeafe for\r\owes 

feedetofow^ 
Wherof no gaine^ but greater grief, and hurtful! care 

may grow. \lent^ 

Yet^ whan I thinke vponfoch giftes of grace as God him 
My loffe, his gaine, I mufi a while, with ioyfull teares 

lament 
Yongyeares to yeldefoch frute in Court, where feede of 

vice isfowne, [hnowne. 

Isfometime read, in fome place feene, among fl vsfddom 
His life he ledde, Chrifles lore to learne, with [wyil to 

worke the fame : 
He read to know, and knew to Hue, and liued to praife 

his name. 
Sofaft tofrende, fofoe tofeiv, fo good to euery wight, 
J may well unflie, butfcarcelie hope, agayne to haue in fight. 
The greater ioye his life to me, his death the greater payne: 
His life in Chrifl fo furelie fet, doth ^ad my hearte 

agayne: [care. 

His Itfe fo good^ his death better^ do mingle mirth with 
My fpirit with ioye, my flefh with grief, fo deare a 

frend tofpcu^e. 
Thus God the good, while they be good, doth take, and 

leaues vs ill. 
That wefhould mend ourfinfuU life, in life to taryfHlL 
Thus, we well left, be better reft, in heauen to take his plcue. 
That bylikelife, anddcath,at loft, ^ve may obteine like grace. 
Myne owne John IVhiteney agayne pcdrewell, a while 

thus parte tn twaine, 
Whom payne doth part tn earthy in heauen great ioye 

/hall ioyne agayne. 
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In this place, or I precede farder, I will now declare, 
by whofe authoritie I am led, and by what reafon I am 
moued, to thinke, that this way of d[o]uble tranflation 
out of one tong into an other, in either onelie, or at 
lead chiefly, to be exercifed, fpeciallie of youth, for 
the ready and fure obteining of any tong. 

There be fix wayes appointed by the bed learned 
men., for the learning of tonges, and encreace of 
eloquence, as 

{ I. Tranflatio linguamm, 

2. Paraphrafis, 

3. Mdaphrafis. 

4. Epitome. 

5. Jmiiatto, 
16. Declamatio, 

All theis be vfed, and commended, but in order, and 
for refpectes : as perfon, habilitie, place, and tyme 
(hall require. The fiue lafl, be fitter, for the Mafter, 
than the fcholer : for men, than for children : for the 
vniuerfities, rather than for Grammer fcholes: yet 
neuertheleile, which is, fittefl in mine opinion, for our 
fchole, and which is, either wholie to be refufed, or 
partlie to be vfed for our purpofe, I will, by good 
authoritie, and fome reafon, I trufl perticularlie of 
euerie one, and largelie enough of them all, declare 
orderlie vnto you. 

^ Tranflatio Linguarum. 

Tranflation, is eafie in the beginning for the fcholer, 
and bringeth all[fo]moch learning and great iudgement 
to the Mafl^er. It is mofl. common, and moll com- 
mendable of all other exercifes for youth : moft, com- 
mon, for all your conRructions in Grammer fcholes, be 
nothing els but tranflations : but becaufe they be not 
double tranflations, as I do require, they bring forth 
but fimple and fingle commoditie, and bicaufe alfo 
ihey lacke the daily vfe of writing, which is the onely 
thing that breedeth deepe roote, both in ye witte, for 
good vnderflanding, and in ye memorie, for fure keep- 
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ing of all that is learned. Mod commendable alfo, 
and that by ye iudgement of all authors, which intreate 
of theis exercifes. Tuiiie in the perfon of i. de. Or. 
Z. Crqffusy whom he maketh his example of eloquence 
and trewe iudgement in learning, doth, not onely praife 
fpecially, and chofe this way of tranflation for a yong 
man, but doth alfo difcommend and refufe his owne 
former wont, in exerciiing Faraphrafin d Metaphrafin, 
Paraphrafis is, to take fome eloquent Oration, or fome 
notable common place in Latin, and expreffe it with 
other wordes : Metaphrafis is, to take fome notable 
place out of a good Poete, and turn the fame fens into 
meter, or into other wordes in Profe. Crqffus^ or 
rather Tuiiie, doth miflike both thefe wayes, bicaufe 
the Author, either Orator or Poete, had chofen out 
before, the fitted wordes and apteA compofition for 
that matter, and fo he, in feeking other, was driuen to 
vfe the worfe. 

Quintilian alfo preferreth tranflation before all other 
exercifes: yet hauing a luft, to diflent, from Qmnt. x. 
Tkdiie (as he doth in very many places, if a man read 
his Rhetoricke ouer aduifedlie, and that rather of an 
enuious minde, than of any iuft caufe) doth greatlie 
commend Paraphrafis, croffmg fpitefullie Tuiiits iudge- 
ment in refuling the fame: and fo do Ramus and 
Taiaus euen at this day in France to. But fuch fmgu- 
laritie, in diflenting from the bed mens iudgementes, 
in liking onelie their owne opinions, is moch mifliked 
of all them, that ioyne with learning, difcretion, and 
wifedome. For he, that can neither like Arijiotie in 
Logicke and Philofophie, nor Tuiiie in Rhetoricke and 
Eloquence, will, from thefe fteppes, likelie enough pre- 
fume, by like pride, to mount hier, to the mifliking of 
greater matters : that is either in Religion, to haue a 
diffentious head, or in the common wealth, to haue a 
£iictious hart : as I knew one a ftudent in Cambrige, 
who, for a fingularitie, began fird to dident, in the 
fcholes, from Arijiotie, and fone after became a peruerfe 
Arian, againd Chrid and all. true Religion: and 
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iludied diligentlie Origene^ Bafileus^ and S, Hierome^ 
onelie to gleane out of their workes, the pernicious 
herefies of Cdfus^ Eunomius^ and HduidittSy whereby • / 
the Church of Chrift, was fo poyfoned withalL 

But to leaue thefe hye pointes of diuinitie, furelie, 
in this quiet and harmeles controuerfie, for the liking, 
or mifliking of Paraphrafis for a yong fcholer, euen as 
far, as TliUie goeth beyond QuintUian^ Ramus and 
TalcBuSf in perfite Eloquence, euen fo moch, by myne 
opinion, cum they bemnde TuHie^ for trew iudgement 
in teaching the fame. 

• Ptinius Se; *P/imus Secufulus^ a wife Senator, of 
25fjQ*,?J{[i|jJlo great experience, excellenth'e learned him 
praMepMrt suo» felfe, a Hberall Patrone of learned men, and 
nmatfuncmiuiii ^^ ^^^^^ yfrnXtr, in myne opinion, of all his 
(6o(Mo]numain. age, I cxcept not Suctofutis^ his two fchole- 
maflers Quintiiian and Tadtus^ nor yet his mod ex- 
Epist Ub. 7, cellent learned Vncle, the Elder Flinius^ 
Epbt. 9, (joth exprefle in an Epiftle to his frende 

Fufcus^ many good wayes for order in Rudie : but he 
beginneth \^ith tranflation, and preferreth it to all the 
red : and becaufe his wordes be notable, I will recite 
them. 

VtUe in primis^ vt muUi pradpiunt^ ex Graco in LaH- 
num^ d ex Latino vertere in Gracum : Quo grnere 
exerdtationis^ prcpridas splendorque verborum^ ap- 
ta struHura fententiarum^ figiirarum copia d ex- 
piicandi vis coUigHur. Prcderea^ imitaiiane Optimo- 
rum^ facuitas fimilia inueniendi paratur: d qua 
iegentem, fefdliffent^ tranfferentem fngere non pof- 
funt. Intdiigentia ex hoc^ d iudidum acquiritur. 

Ye perceiue, how Plinie teacheth, that by his exer- 
cife of double tranflating, is learned, eafely, fenliblie, 
by litle and litle, not onelie all the hard con^ities of 
Grammer, the choice of apteft wordes, the nght fram- 
ing of wordes and fentences, cumlines of figures and 
formes, fitte for euerie matter, and proper for euerie 
tong, but that which is greater alfo, m marking dayly, 
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and folowing diligentlie thus, the ileppes of the bed 
Aut[h]ors, like inuention of Argumentes, like order in 
difpofition, like vtterance in Elocution, is eafelie ga- 
thered vp : whereby your fcholer (hall be brought not 
onelie to like eloquence, but alfo, to all trewe vnder- 
(landing and right iudgement, both for writing and 
fpeaking. And where Dionyf. Haiicarnaffetus hath 
written two excellent bookes, the one, de dde^ opti- 
fnarum verbarum^ the which, I feare, is lod, the other, 
of the right framing of wordes and fentences, which 
doth remaine yet in Greeke, to the great proffet of all 
them, that trewlie (ludie for eloquence, yet this waie 
of double tranflating, (hall bring the whole proffet of 
both thefe bookes to a diligent fdioler, and that eafelie 
and plea(antlie, both for fitte choice of wordes, and 
apt compofition of fentences. And by theis authorities 
and reafons am I moued to thinke, this waie of double 
tranflating, either onelie or chieflie, to be fitted, for the 
fpedy and perfit atteyning of any tong. And for fpedy 
atteyning, I durd venture a good wager, if a fcholer, 
in whom is aptnes, loue, diligence, and condancie, 
would but tranflate, after tliis forte, one litle booke in 
Tullie^ as defeneiluU^ with two Epidles, the fird ad Q. 
fra : the other ad Lenivlum^ the lad faue one, in the 
(ird booke, that fcholer, I fay, (hould cum to a better 
knowledge in the Latin tong, than the mod part do, 
that fpend four or fiue yeares, in tofTmg all the rules.o( 
Crammer in common fcholes. In deede this one 
booke with thefe two Epidles, is not fufficient to 
affourde all Latin wordes (which is not necelTarie for 
a yong fcholer to know) but it is able to fumiihe him 
fully, for all ix>intes of Grammer, with the right placing, 
ordering, and vfe of wordes in all kinde of matter. 
And why not ? for it is read, that Dion. Fruffaus, tliat 
wife Phuofopher, and excellent orator of all his tyme, 
did cum to the great learning and vtterance that was 
in him, by reading and folowing onelie two bookes, 
Phadon Flatotds^ and Demofthenes mod notable oration 
«-€pc vapavfKa-peins. And a better, and nerer example 
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herein, may be, our mod noble Queene Elizabeth^ who 
neuer toke yet, Greeke nor Latin Grammer in her 
hand, after the firfl declining of a nowne and a verbe, 
but onely by this double tranflating of Demofthems and 
Ifocraies dailie without miffing euerie forenone, for the 
fpace of a yeare or two, hath atteyned to foch a perfite 
vnderflanding in both the tonges, and to foch a readie 
vtterance of the latin, and that wyth foch a iudgement. 
as they be fewe in nomber in both the vniuerfities, or 
els where in England, that be, in both tonges, com- 
parable with her Maieflie. And to conclude in a 
(hort rowme, the commodities of double tranflation, 
furelie the mynde by dailie marking, firfl, the caufe 
and matter : than, the wordes and phrafes : next, the 
order and compofition: after, the reafon and argu- 
mentes : than the formes and figures of both Sie 
tonges: laRelie, the meafure and compas of euerie 
fentence, mufl nedes, by litle and litle drawe vnto it 
the like fhape of eloquence, as the author doth vfe, 
which is remd. 

And mus much for double tranflation. 

Paraphrafis. 

^^* Paraphrafis^ the fecond point, is not 

onelie to exprefle at large with moe wordes, but to 
flriue and contend (as Quintilian faith) to tranflate the 
befl latin authors, into other latin wordes, as many or 
thereaboutes. 

This waie of exerdfe was vfed firfl by C Crabo^ and 
taken vp for a while, by Z. Craffus^ but fone after, 
vpon dewe profe thereof, reiected iufUie by Craffus 
and Cicero : yet allowed and made fterling agayne by 
M. Quintilian : neuerthelefle, fhortlie after, by better 
afiaye, difalowed of his owne fcholer Plinius Suutidus^ 
who termeth it rightlie thus Audax conlentio. It is a 
bold comparifon in deede, to thinke to fay better, than 
that is befl. Soch turning of the beft into worfe, is 
much like the turning of good wine, out of a faire 
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fweete flagon of iiluer, into a foule mudie bottell of 
ledder : or, to tume pure gold and iUuer, into foule 
braife and copper. 

Soch kinde of Paraphrafis^ in turning, chopping, 
and changing, the bed to worfe, either in the mynte 
or fcholes, (though M. Brokhe and QuintUian both fay 
the contrary) is moch mifliked of the bed and wife^ 
men. I can better allow an other kinde of /'on^^na^;^, 
to tume rude and barbarus, into proper and eloquent : 
which neuerthelelTe is an exerdfe, not fitte for a fdioler, 
but for a perfite mader, who in plentie hath good 
choife, in copie hath right iudgement, and grounded 
(kill, as did appeare to be in Sebaftian CqftaHo^ in 
tranllating Kemppes booke de ImUando Christo. -n. 

But to folow QuintUianus aduife to Paraphrafis^ were 
euen to take paine, to feeke the worfe and fowler way, 
whan the plaine and fairer is occupied before your 
eyes. 

The olde and bed authors that euer wrote, were 
content if occafion required to fpeake twife of one 
matter, not to change the wordes, but (^us, that is, 
worde for worde to ocprelTe it againe. For they 
thought, that a matter, well exprefled with fitte wordes 
and apt compofidon, was not to be altered, but liking 
it well their felues, they thought it would alfo be well 
allowed of others. 

A fcholemader (foch one as I require) knoweth that 
I fay trewe. 

He readeth in Horner^ almod in euerie ^-^w"**. 
booke, and fpeciallie in Secundo d nano liiados^ not 
onelie fom verfes, but whole leaues, not to / •. 

be altered with new, but to be vttered with TO^ | 
the old felfe fame wordes. ^ 

He knoweth, that Xenophofij writing Xtwphom, 
twife of Agefdaus^ once in his life, againe in the his- 
torie of the Greekes, in one matter, kepeth alwayes the 
felfe fame wordes. He doth the like, fpeaking of So-^ 
crates^ both in the beginning of his Apologle and in 
the lad ende of ifaro/An^fioFcvfi^rctfv. 

G 
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DtnunOunti, Dimojlhenes alfo in 4. PhUippica^ doth 
borow his owne wordes vttered before in his oration 
de Cherfonefo, He doth the like, and that more at 
large, in his orations, againfl Andration and TimocraUs. 
Cieen. In latin alfo, Cuero in fom places, and 

Vtrgmus. Virgil in mo, do repeate one matter, with 
the felfe fame wordes. Thies excellent authors, did 
thus, not for lacke of wordes, but by iudgement and 
(kill : whatfoeuer, other, more curious, and lefle Ikil- 
foU, do thinke, write, and do. 

Paraphrafis neuerthelefle hath good place in 
learning, but not, but myne opinion, for any fcholer, 
but is onelie to be left to^ perfiteMa ller, eyther to 
expound openlie a good author witEall, or to compare 
pnuatelie, for his owne exerdfe, how fome notable 
place of an excellent author, may be vttered with other 
fitte wordes : But if ye alter alfo, the compofition, 
forme, and order than that is not Paraphrafis^ but 
ImitatiOy as I will fullie declare in fitter place. 

The fcholer (hall winne nothing by Paraphrafis^ but 
onelie, if we may beleue Thili^f to choofe worfe wordes, 
to place them out of order,, to feare ouermoch the 
iudgement of the mailer, to miflike ouermoch the 
hardnes of learning, and by vfe, to gather vp faultes, 
which hardlie will be left of againe. 

The mafter in teaching it, (hall rather encreafe 
hys owne labo[u]r, than his fcholers profiet : for when 
the fcholer fhall bring vnto his mafter a peece of 
73v///> or Cafar turned into other latin, then muft the 
mailer cum to Quintilians goodlie leflbn de Emmdor 
Hone^ which, (as he faith) is the moft profitable part of 
teaching, but not in myne opinion, and namelie for 
youthe in Grammer fcholes. For the mafter nowe 
taketh double paynes : firil, to marke what is amiiTe : 
againe, to inuent what may be (ayd better. And here 
perchance, a verie good mailer may eafelie both de- 
ceiue himfelfe, and lead his fcholpjerfs] into error. 

It requireth greater learning, and deeper iudge- 
ment, than is to be hoped for at jiny Icholemafters 
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hand : that is, to be able alwaies leamedlie and per- 
fitehe. f j^^^g g^^ if upturn ejl : 

Tranfmutare quod pcrucrfum eft: 

Replete quod deefl; 

Detrahere quod obest : 
. Expungere quod inane eft. 

And that, which requireth more (kill| and deaper 

confideracion. r » ^ ^. 

Premere tumentta : 

Extfdlere humilia: 
Astringere luxurianiia: 
CoMponere diffoluta. 
The mailer may here onelie (lumble, and perchance 
faull in teaching, to the marring and mayning of the 
Scholer in learning, whan it is a matter, of moch 
readyng, of great learning, and tried iudgement, to 
make trewe difference betwixt. 

f Sublime^ et Tumidum: 

J Grande^ et immodicum : 

[ Decorum^ et ineptum: 

\ Ferfe5bim^ et nimiutn. 
Some men of our time, counted perfite Maifters of 
eloquence, in their owne opinion the bed, in other 
mens iudgements very good, as Omphalius euerie 
where, Sadoletus in many places, yea alfo my frende 
Oforius^ namelie in his Epiflle to the Queene and in 
his whole booke de lustida^ haue fo ouer reached them 
felues, in making trew difference in the poyntes afore 
rehearfed, as though they had bene brought vp in 
fome fchole in Afia^ to leame to decline rather then 
in Athens with Plato^ Ariftotle^ and Demofthenes^ (from 
whence lutiie fetched &s eloquence) to vnderuand, 
what in euerie matter, to be fpoken or written on, is, 
in verie deede, Nimiutn^ Satis^ Parutn^ that is for to 
fay, to all confiderations, Decorum^ which, as it is the 
hardeR point, in all learning, fo is it the faireft and 
onelie marke, that fcholers, in all their lludie, mud 
alwayes fhote at, if they purpofe an other day to be, 
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either founde in Religion, or wife and difcrete in any 
vocation of the common wealth. 

Agayne, in the lowed degree, it is no low point of 
learning and iudgement for a Scholemailer, to make 
trewe difference betwixt 

{ Humile d dtprefsum : 
Lene et remtffutn: 
- SiccuM et aridum: 
Exile d fnacrutn : 
Jnaffe^tum d n^6bim. 
In thefe poyntes, fome, louing Mdandhan well, as 
he was well worthie, but yet not confidering well nor 
wifelie, how he of nature, and all his life and (ludie 
by iudgement was wholly (pent in genere Di/dplinabiH, 
that is, m teaching, reading, and expounding plainlie and 
aptliefchole matters, and therefore imploded thereuntoa 
fitte, feniible, and caulme kinde of fpeakihg and writing, 
fome I lay, with very well liuyng pikyngPl, but not witii 
verie well weying MdanWumes doinges, do frame them 
felues a ilyle, cold, leane, and weake, though the mat- 
ter be neuer fo warme and earned, not moch vnlike 
vnto one, that had a pleafure, in a roughe, raynie, 
winter day, to clothe him felfe with nothing els, but a 
demie bukram caifok, plaine without pl[ajites,and iingle 
without lyning : which will neither beare of winde nor 
wether, nor yet kepe out the funne, in any hote day. 

Some fuppofe, and that by good reafon, 

^!S^hing *^^ Mdaneihon him felfe came to this low 

hath hurt Mf kinde of writing, by vfing ouer moch Para- 

STSuSJ/*^* P^<^f^ in reading: For ttudying therbie 

to make euerie thing ilreight and eafie, in 

fmothing and playning all things to much, neuer leaueth, 

whiles the fence it felfe be led, both lowfe and lade. 

And fome of thofe Paraphrafis of MelatiWion be fet 

out in Printe, as, ProArchia Poda^ d Marco Marcdlo : 

[ But a fcholer, by myne opinion, is better occupied in 

, playing or fleping, than m fpendyng time, not onelie 

vainlie but alfo haimedillie, in fodi a kinde of exercife. 

If a Mader woiilde haue a perfite example to folow, 
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how, in Genere fubiimi^ to auoide Nimium^ or in Medi- 
ocrif to atteyne Satis^ or in Humiii, to exchew Parum^ 
lethim read diligently for the firil,S(sa/;xdSim cuttv, 
Philippicam^ for the meane, De Natura Deorum^ and 
for the lowed, Partitiones, Or, if in an other tong, ye 
looke for like example, in like perfection, for all tiiofe 
three degrees, read Pro CtefipJionie^ Ad DtmattJunu, 
Leptinem^ et Contra Oiympiodorum^ and, what witte, 
Arte, and diligence is hable to affourde, ye fliall 
plainely fee. 

For our tyme, the odde man to performe all three 
perfitlie, whatfoeuer he doth, and to know the way to 
do them (kilfuUie, whan fo euer he lifl, is, in my poore 
opinion, lo/iannes Sturmius. Joan. stur. 

He alfo councelleth all fcholers to beware of Para- 
phrafis^ except it be, from worfe to better, from rude 
and barbarous, to proper and pure latin, and yet no 
man to exerdfe that neyther, except foch one, as is 
alreadie fumifhed with plentie of leaming,'and grounded 
with fledfail iudgement before. 

All theis faultes, that thus manie wife men do finde 
with the exercife of Paraphrafis^ in turning the beil 
latin, into other, as good as they can, that is, ye may 
be fure, into a great deale worfe, than it was, both in right 
choice for proprietie, and trewe placing, for good order 
is committed alfo commonlie in all common fcholes, 
by the fcholemaders, in toffing and trobling yong wittes 
(as I fayd in the beginning) with that boodierlie feare 
in making of Latins. 

Therefore, in place of Latines for yong fcholers, 
and Paraphrafis for the maflers, I wold haue double 
tranflation fpecially vfed. For, in double tranflating 
a perfite peece of TuUie or Cafar^ neyther the fcholer 
in learning, nor ye Mailer in teaching can erre. A 
true tochdone, a fure metwand lieth before both their 
eyes. For, all right congruitie : proprietie of wordes : 
order in fentences : the right imitation, to inuent good 
matter, to difpofe it in good order, to confirme it with 
good reafon, to expreffe any purpofe fitlie and orderlie, 
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is learned thus, both eafelie and perfitlie: Yea, to 
miiTe fomtyme in this kinde of tranflation, bringeth 
more proffet, than to hit right, either in Paraphr^i or 
niakii4[ of Latins. For though ye lay well, in a latin 
making, or in a Paraphrafis^ yet you being but in 
do[u]bte, and vncertayne whether ye faie well or no, ye 
gather and lay vp in memorie, no fure frute of learning 
Siereby: But if ye fault in tranflation, ye ar[e] eafelie 
taught, how perfitlie to amende it, and fo well warned, 
how after to exchew, all foch faultes a^[aine. 

Paraphrafis therefore, by myne opimon, is not meete 
for Grammer fcholes : nor yet verie fitte for yong men 
in the vniuerfitie, vntill fludie and tyme, haue bred in 
them, perfite learning, and (ledfafl iudgement 

There is a kinde of ParaphrafiSf which may be vfed, 
without all hurt, to moch profifet : but it ferueth onely 
the Greke and not the latin, nor no other tong, as to 
alter Hnguam lanicam aut Doricam into tneram AUi- 
cam : A notable example there is left vnto vs by a 
notable learned man Diony : HaUcam : who, in his 
booke, v^X fiwri^w^ doth tranflate the goodlie florie 
of Candaulus and Gyges in i HerodoH^ out of lomca 
Ungua^ into Attiaim. Read the place, and ye ihall 
take, both pleafure and profifet, in conference of it A 
man, that is exerdfed m reading, Thucydides^ Xeruh 
phon^ Plaio^ and Demofthents^ in viing to tume, like 
places kA Herodotus^ after like forte, (hold ihortlie cum 
to fuch a knowledge, in vnderftanding, fpeaking, and 
writing the Greeke tong, as fewe or none hath yet 
atteyned in England. The like exercife out of Dorica 
lingua may be alfo vfed, if a man take that litle booke 
of Plaio^ Itmcms Locrus^ de Ammo d natura^ which is 
written Dorke^ and tume it into foch Greeke, as Piatiy 
vfeth in otherworkes. The booke, is but twoleaues : and 
the laborwold be, but two weekes : but fureliethe profifet, 
for eafie vnderflanding, and trewe writing the Greeke 
tonge, wold conteniaile wyth the toile, that fom men 
taketh, in otherwifecoldliereading that tonge, two yeares. 

And yet, for the latin tonge, and for Uie exercife of 
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Paraphrafis^ in thofe places of latin, that can not be 
bettered, if fome yong man, excellent of witte, couragious 
in will, luRie of nature, and delirous to contend euen 
with the beil latin, to better it, if he can, furelie I 
commend his forwardneffe, and for his better inflruction 
therein, I will fet before him, as notable an example of 
JParqfhrqfiSf as is in Record of learning. Cicero him 
felfe, doth contend, in two fondrie places, to expreffe 
one matter, with diuerfe wordes : and that is Para- 
phrafis^ iaith QtdntUHan. The matter I fuppofe, is 
taken out of PanoHus : and therefore being tranflated 
out of Greeke at diuers times, is vttered for his pur- 
pofe, with diuers wordes and formes : which kind of 
exercife, for perfite learned men, is verie profitable. 

2. De Finib. 

a. Homo enim Raiionem habet d naiura menti datam 

qua^ et caufas rerum d canficuHonts videt^ et fimilitudines^ 

tranfferi^ d difiun^ comungit^ d cum praftniibus futura 

copulate omnemqtu comple^Utur vita amfequmtis Jlatutn, 

b. Eademque ratio fcuit fiominem hominum appdendum^ 

cumquehis^ natura^ dfermone in vfuamgruentem: vtpro- 

fe6lus d caritate domefticorum acfuorum^ currat iongiuSy 

d ft implied^ primo Cimum, ddnde omnium martaiium 

foddati: vtquenonfihifolifenatum meminerit^fedpatrue^ 

fedfuis^ vt exiguapars i£fi rdinquatur. c. £t guoniam 

eadem natura cupiditatem ingenuit homini veri inuem- 

endi, quod fadiiimi appard^ cum vacui curis^ diam quid 

in oodo fiat^ fare avemus^ dc. 

I. Offidorum. 

a Homo autem^ qui rationis est particeps^ per quam 
confequeniia cemit^ d caufas rerum vidd, earumque pro- 
grefsus, d quafi antecefsianes non ignorat^fimiiitudineSy 
comparat^ rebufque prafentibus cutiungit^ aique anne^Ht 
futuraSy facile totius vitce curfum vidd^ ad eamque de* 
gendam prceparat res necefsaruis. b. Eademque natura 
vi rationis hominem condliat hondni^ d ad Orationis 
d ad vita fodetatem : ingeneratqtu imprimis pracipuum 
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qttcndam amorem in eoSy qui procreaii funty impdlitquevt 
hominumojshisd ceUbrari inter fe^etjibi obediri \afe(^iri\ 
velit, ob eafque caufas studeat parjre ea^ qua fuppedUent 
ad cuUum d ad viBum^ nee fibi foli^ fed eoniu^^ liberis^ 
eaterifque quos eharos hdbeat^ iuerique debeat. ' c Qu£ 
cura exfufdtat etiam animos, ef maicres ad rem gerendam 
foot: imprimifque hominis est propria veri inqmfitio 
atque inue/iigatio : ita cum fumus neceffarijs n^pdjs 
curifque vaeui^ turn auemus aliquid videre^ audire^ addif- 
eere^ c(^mtionemque return mtrabilium^ etc. 

The conference of thefe two places, conteinyng fo 
excellent a peece of learning, as this is, exprefled by 
fo worthy a witte, as Ddllies was, mud needes bring 
great pleafure and proffit to him, that maketh trew 
counte, of learning and honeflie. But if we had the 
Greke Author, the fird Patteme of all, and therby to 
fee, how TuUies witte did worke at diuerfe tymes, how, 
out of one excellent Image, might be framed two 
other, one in face and fauor, but fomwhat differing in 
forme, figure, and color, furelie, fuch a peece of worke- 
manlhip compared with the Pateme it felfe, would 
better pleafe the eafe of honed, wife, and learned 
myndes, than two of the faired VenufTes, that euer 
Apelles made. 

And thus moch, for all kinde of Paraphrafis^ fitte or 
vnfit, for Scholers or other, as I am led to thinke, not 
onelie, by mine owne experience, but chiefly by the 
authoritie and iudgement of thofe, whom I my felfe 
would gladlied folow, and do counfell all myne to do 
the fame : not contendyng with any other, that will 
otherwife either thinke or do. 

Metaphrajls. 

This kinde of exerdfe is all one with Paraphrafis^ 
iaue it is out of verfe, either into profe, or into fome 
other kinde of meter : or els, out of profe into verfe, 
puu'xxi which was Socrates exercife and paflime 

PhaedoiM. (as Ploio reporteth) when he was in prifon, 
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to tranflate jEfopes Fabules into verfe. Quintilian doth 
greatlie praife alfo this exercife : but bicaufe 7\iliie 
doth difalow it in young men, by myne opinion, it 
were not well to vfe it [in] Grammer Scholes, euen for 
the felfe fame caufes, that be recited againfl Para- 
phrafis. And therfore, for the vfe or mifufe of it, the 
lame is to be thought, that is fpoken of Paraphrafis 
before. This was Sulpitius exeicife : and he gathering 
vp thereby, a Poeticall kinde of talke, is iufllie named 
of CicerOy grandis et Tragicus Orator : which I think 
is fpoken, not for his praife, but for other mens warn- 
ing, to exchew the like feulte. Yet neuertheles, if our 
Sdiolemafler for his owne inflruction, is defirous, to fee 
a perfite example hereof, I will recite one, which I 
thinke, no man is fo bold, will (ay, that he can amend 
it: and that is Chrifis the Prieftes Oration to the 
Grekes^ in the beginnyng of Homers Ilias^ H^m, t. it, 
turned excellentlie into profe by Socrates pu, 3. jPc^. 
him felfe, and that aduifedlie and purpofelie for odier 
to folow : and therfore he calleth this exercife, in the 
fame place, /ufirfo-is, that is, ImitaHOf which is mofl 
trew: but, in this booke, for teachyng lake, I will 
name it AfefapArqfis, reteinyng the word, that all 
teachers, in this cafe, do vfe. 

Homentjf I. IXcaS. 

i yap ^X0€ 0<Ai €irl vfja^ 'Axaio)v, 
Xva6fjL€v6i r€ Bvyarpa^ <t>€piav r* aictptio'C airotva, 
OT^/ifuoLT^ cxctfv iv X^P^^^ €icrfP6Xov Av6\X.iavos, 
Xpwr€tfi di'ii (ric^ff*rp^* icat cXurcrcro vdvras 'Axacovs, 
'ArpciSa Ek fiaXurra 8va», KO(rfii^op€ Xaoiv. 

'ArpciSa^ re, icat cLXXot cvKinj/AtScs 'Axacoi^ 
ifiiv fuv BtoX &>i<v, 'OXiyiirca Siafiar* cxorrcs, 
CKTTc/Mrat TlptdfJLOu> iroXiv, €V 6* oiica^ ticccr^ai* 
waiBa ^ \iuU Xurat re fftCX'qVf rii r' airotva 8cx€<r0aCy 
a(6/A€VOi Acos viov €Krjl36Xov *Air6XXiava, 

iv0* cLXXoi fiiv vdvT€% cirev^^fiijcrav 'Axacoi 
a/8cur0ai 6^ Sc/i^o, ical ayXak SdxOai oL^oiva* 
dXX* ovK *ATp€i&g ^AyafUfivovi iQvBav€ ^v/i^j), 
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dWh, KaKm a^ct, Kpartpov S* hrl fivOov ctcAAck. 

Tif vSv &y WvovT*, ^ wrrepov avris wJvro, 
/A^ vv rot oiJ XP^^hV o'KVJTrrpoVi koI orc/i/ia tfcocb. 
r^v £* cyw ov Xuroi, «rp/v fitv ica2 TVP^^ tirturiv, 
^furipif M oiKij^ Iv'Kpytl^ Tqk60i vdrprj^ 
IotSv ivoixofi^hn/fv^ Kal k/i^v Xcyof dvnowrav' 
aXX' tOiy fufi /».' ipkOi^t* auioTtpos'fSs k< vofai. 

Jg I^T^* cSScurev ^ o ycpoiv, jcal hr€l$€To fivOi^' 
pfj £* cfic^iov irap4 tftva voXwf^XourPow Oakwnrqsy 
xoXXcl £* ^Tctr* itrdvwOt Kui^v r^poff o ytpatM 
*'Kv6XXiavi cLvaicrt, r<$v ijvKOfioSy r/ic< Arfrti* 

kXSOi fuvy dpyvpSro^f os "Kpwnjv dfufufikpriKa^y 
kIXXhv T€ (a$€ny^ Tcvc&t^ re r^ft dvdmrtii^ 
cpLivOw* It iroTC TO» x^pUW hr\ vri6v ip€yjra, 
if €4 Si} itot/ TOft Kara irtoKa fii/pr ixtfa 
ravpwv nB* atvuiv, ro8c /loi Kprfrjvov ccA6a>p' 
rlorciav Aavaoi ifjtd Bdxpva <rourft pikejxnv. 

jiomLitH in 3de Rep faith thus. 

^odtna yap dvev fiirpoVf 
ov ydp cl/At iroM/rticos. 

i^Adcvi Xpvcn^S r^s re Ovyarphs k^pa <t>ip<ai^ koI iKen/s 
ruiv 'A)^acciiv, pAkurra ^ rcDv Baxrikknav i koX €S\€ro, 
iK€ivois piv rovs 0COVS fovi^t cAovras rijy Tpoiav^ avrovs 
Sk (TtaO^vat^ rrjv Si Ovyarkpa ot avr^ Xvcrat, B€^pivov^ 
Quroiyoj Kol rhv Oe^v aiSea-Odwas. Tocavra Si ciitoktos 
avrov, ol piv dkkoi cWjSoyro koH frwQVow^ o ^ 'Aya- 
pL€pviav 'QyplaiV€Vy ivT€kk6fi€vos vvv re airc^vacy ica2 avtftg 
/A^ cA^ctVy p^ avTif t6 t€ o'tcrjiTTpoVy Kol rd rov 0€ov 
trr^ppjoLTa ovk €irapK€<roL vpXv S2 kvOrjviii, avrov OvyaripOj 
cv'Apycft €^1; yi^pcurctv /tcra ov. airuKat Si ckcXcvc, icat fi^ 
€p€0l(tiVj tva (rct>$ oficaSc cXdot* 6 ^ vpto'Pv'ni^ aK^ixra? 
IScur^ re ica2 a'lrj/ci <rty^, diro\iapti<ras S* lie rov or/xi-' 
roirlSov iroXX<i ry 'AiroXXwvt cifx^o* t<^5 tc circowfitas 
rov 0€ov ai^aKaAciiv Kal vKopipvffTKtav Kal aVaircDv, ci re 
ircSirorc ^ cv ya(av otKoSop'/jcifriv 7} (V tcpcSv Ovo'ias K€xa- 
pwpAvov Biaprf<ratTO, tav Srf xdpiv icarcvx<TO rtaui rov? 
'A^acovs ra a Soicpva rots €K€lvov pdkwiv. 
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To compare Homer and Plato together, two wonders 
of nature and arte for witte and eloquence, is mod 
plea&nt and profitable, for a man of ripe iudgeraent 
Platos turning of Homer in this place, doth not ride a 
loft in Poetiodl termes, but goeth low and foft on foote, 
as profe and Pedcstris oratio (hould do. If Stdpitius 
had had Platos confideration, in right vfing this exer- 
dfe, he had not deferued the name of Tragicus Orator^ 
who Ihould rather haue (ludied to expreffe vim Demos- 
thenes^ than furorem Poata^ how good fo euer he was, 
whom he did follow. 

And therfore would I haue our Scholemafler wey 
well together Homer and Plato^ and marke diligentlie 
thefe foure pointes, what is kept; what is added ; what 
is left out : what is changed, either, in choife of wordes, 
or forme of fentences ; whidi foure pointes, be the right 
tooles, to handle like a workeman, this kinde of worke : 
as our Scholer Ihall better vnderfland, when he hath 
befejne a good while in the Vniuerfitie : fo which tyme 
and place, I chiefly remitte this kind of exercife. 

^ And bicaufe I euer thought examples to be the bed 
kinde of teaching, I will recite a golden fentence out 
of that Poete, which is next vnto Homer^ not onelie in 
tyme, but alfo in worthines: which hath beene a 
pateme for many worthie wittes to follow, by this kind 
oi MeiaphrafiSy but I will content my felfe, with foure 
workemen, two in Greke^ and two in Latin^ focii, as in 
both the tonges, wifer and worthier, can not be looked 
for. Surelie, no (lone fet in gold by mod cunning worke- 
men, is in deed, if right counte be made, more worthie 
the looking on, than this golden fentence, diuerflie 
wrought upon, by foch foure excellent Maflers. 

1. oiJtos /iJi' iravo/ouTTos, o? avr^ ra.vra. vor}(rQy 
il>paaxrdiuvos ra k' eirctra koI h rcAos 'go'iv dfi€ivia 

2. h(r$Xh^ ^ av icaiccivos, os cv tiirSvri vlBrjrau 

3. OS 8< ic€ fiifr' avros vo^ fn/ft^ cLAAov dKovtav 
iv Bvfuf /SdXXrfTOiy o fi^ avT* ax/»/ios ^vrfp. 
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IT Thus rudelie turned into bafe Englifli. 

1. Uiat man in wifedome paffdh all^ 
to know the bejl who hath a head: 

2. And meetlie wife eeke counted Jhall, 
whoyeildes him f elf e to wife mens redd. 

3. Who hath no witte^ nor none will heare^ 
amongefl aUfooles the belles may beare, 

j5opI)ocl«{ in Antigone. 

1. ^riitL iyiayt ir|9c<r^€V€iv «roA^, 
^vvojL rhv &vBpa vavj^ cirioTiy/iiys irAciwv : 

2. E* 5* ovv (^(Aet yap rovro firj ravry partw), 
Ka2 tQv k€y6vTiov ev Kokhv rh fiav$dv€tv, 

Marke the wifedome of Sophodes^ in leauyng out the 
lafl fentence, becaufe it was not cumlie for die fonne 
to vfe it to his father. 

T p. "^fcf^XroS in his Exhortation to youth. 

'M.€fivi^9€ rov *H(rco8ov, os ^i^c^ dpurrov jikv ttviu roy 
vap* cavrov rot S^ovra ^vvoptavra. 2. ^EtrOXhv Bi KOfcct- 
voVy rhv Tois, trap* kripiav virQ^t,\6tttnv hrofuvov. 3. rov 
Si vpbs ovBertpov cirir^Sccov d)(p€tov tTvoi vp^ drrcarra, 

T ffi. die Pro. A. Ciuentio. 

I. Sapientifsimum effe dicunt eum^ cui, quod opusfit^ ipfi 
venial in menlem: 2. Proxime accedere illum^ qui 
aJterius bene inuentis obtemperet. 3. Infbdtida contra 
eft: minus enim fttdtus eft is^ ctd nihil in mentem venit^ 
quam iliCy qui^ quod fhdti aUeri venit in menlem com- 
probat. 

Cicero doth not plainlie expreife the lafl fentence, 
but doth inuent it fitlie for his purpofe, to taunt the 
folie and fimplicitie in his aduerfarie AHius^ not weying 
ing wifelie, the fubtle doynges of Chryjfogpnus and 
StaUntis. 

T Sit. |Dtmtu( in Orat Minutij. Lib. 22. 

X. Scepe ego audiui milites; eum primum effe virum^ qui 
ipfe confulat^ quid in retn fit\ 2. Secundum eum^ qui 
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bene monerUi obediai: 3. Qui^ nee ipfe eonfuUre^ nee 
alien parere fet^ay^ eum extremi effe ingenij\ 
Now, which of all thefe foure, Sophocles^ S. JBqfi/, 
CieerOj or Ziuie, hath expreffed Heftodus bed, the 
iudgement is as hard, as the workemanfhip of euerie one 
is mod excellent in deede. An other example out of 
the Latin tong alfo I will recite, for the worthines of 
the workeroan therof, and that is Horaee^ who hath fo 
turned the begynning of Terence Eunuckus^ as doth 
worke in me, a pleafant admiration, as oft fo euer, as 
I compare thofe two places togither. And though 
euerie Mailer, and euerie good Scholer to, do know 
the places, both in Terence and Horacey yet I will fet 
them heare, in one place togither, that with more plea- 
fure, they may be compared together. 

T Serenttttj^ in Eunucho. 

Quidigitur faciam f nan eamf ne nunc qaidem cum ac- 
ceffor vlirdf anpotius ita me comparem^ nan perpeti mere- 
tricum cantumelieuf exdufit: reuacat^ redeam ? nan^fi me 
abfecrei. farm end a little after. Here^ qucs res in se 
neque canfdium neque madum habd vllum^ earn canfilia 
regere non pates. In Amare hcsc amnia infunt vitia, in- 
iuricSyfu^idanesJnimicitietfifiduciaSy bellum^pax rurfum. 
Ineerta hceejl tu poftutes ratiane certafacere^ nihila plus 
agcUy quamfi des aperam^ vt cum ratiane infanias. 

T Hotattttif, lib. Sen 2. Saty. 3. 

Niec nunc cum me vacet vitro ^ 
Accedam f an patius mediter finire dalores ? 
Exdufit: reuacat J redeam f nan fi obfecret, Ecce 
Seruus nan Paula fixpientiar: b Here^ qua res 
Nee madum habet^ neque canfilium^ ratiane modbque 
Tractari nan vult. In amare, Actc/unt mala, bellum^ 
Pax rur/um: hcecfi quis tempefiaiis prqph ritu 
Mobilia^ et axcafluitantia forte, laboret 
Reddere certa,fibi nihilb plus explicd, acfi 
Infanire paret certa natiane, modbque. 

This exercife may bring moch profite to ripe heads, 
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and (layd iudgementes: bicaufe in traueling in it, the 
mynde mud nedes be verie attentiue, and bufilie 
occupied, in turning and tofling it felfe many wayes : 
and conferryng with great pleafure, the varietie of 
worthie wittes and iudgementes togither: But this 
harme may fone cum therby, and namelie to yong 
Scholers, leffe, in feeking other wordes, and new forme 
of fentences, they chance vpon the worfe: for the 
which onelie caufe, Cicero thinketh this exercife not 
to be fit for yong men. 

• Epitome, 

This IS a way of fludie, belonging, rather to matter, 
than to wordes: to memorie, than to vtterance: to 
thofe that be learned alreadie, and hath fmall place at 
all amonges yong fcholers in Grammer fcholes. It 
may proffet priuately fome learned men, but it hath 
hurt generallie learning it felfe, very moch. For by 
it haue we lofl whole Trogus, the befl part of T, Liuius, 
the goodlie Dictionarie of Fompeius fejfius, a great deale 
of the Ciuill lawe, and other many notable bookes, for 
the which caufe, I do the more miflike this exercife, 
both in old and yong. 

Epitome^ is good priuatelie for himfelfe that doth 
worke it, but ill commonlie for all other that vfe other 
mens labor therein : a filie poore kinde of fludie, not 
vnlike to the doing of thofe poore folke, which neyther 
till, nor fowe, nor reape themfelues, but gleane by 
flelth, vpon other mens growndes. Soch haue emptie 
bames, for deare yeares. 

Grammar scholes haue fewe Epitomes to hurt them, 
except Epithcta Textoris^osi^ fuch beggarlie gatheringes, 
Zisfforman^ Whitiiugton^ and other like vulgares for mak- 
ing of latines: yea I do ^^^fhe, that all rules for yong 
fcholers, were fliorter than they be. For without doute, 
Grammaiica it felfe, is fooner and furer learned by ex- 
amples of good authors, than by the naked rewles oi Gram- 
marians. Epitome hurteth more, in the vniuerfities and 
ftudie of Philofophie : but mofl of all, in diuinitie it felfe. 
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In deede bookes of common places be verie necef- 
farie, to induce a man, into an orderlie generall know- 
ledge, how to referre orderlie all that he readeth, ad 
ceria rerum Capita^ and not wander in iludie. And 
to that end did F^ Lambardus the mafler of fentences 
and Ph» Mdandlum in our daies, write two notable 
bookes of common places. 

But to dwell in Epitomes and bookes of common 
pkices, and not to binde himfelfe dailie by orderlie 
fludie, to reade with all diligence, principallie the 
holye^ fcripture and withall, the befl Doctors, and fo 
to leame to make trewe difference betwixt, the autho- 
ritie of the one, and the Counfell of the other, maketh 
fo many feeming, and fonbumt miniilers as we haue, 
whofe learning is gotten in a fommer heat, and waihed 
away, with a Chndmas ihow againe: who neuertfae- . 
leiTe, are leffe to be blamed, than thofe blind builardes, I 
who in late yeares,of wilfull malicioufhes, would ne3rther , 
leame themfelues, nor could teach others, any thing \ 
at alL 

Paraphrafis hath done lefle hurt to learning, than 
Epitome: for no Paraphrafis^ though there be many, 
ihall neuer take away Dauids Pialter. Erafmus Para- 
phrafis being neuer fo good, (hall neuer banifhe the 
New Teflament And in an other fchole, the Paror 
phrafis of Brocardus^ or Sambucus^ (hal neuer take 
Arijlotks Rhetoricke, nor Horace de Arte Poetica^ out 
of learned mens handes. 

But, as concerning a fchole Epitome^ he that wo[u]ld 
haue an example of it, let him read Lucian v^pl icetAAovs 
which is the verie Epitome of Ifocrates oration de 
laudibus Heieme^ whereby he may leame, at the leail, 
this wife leiTon, that a man ought to beware, to bep 
ouer bold, in altering an excellent mans worke. I 

Neuertheles, fome kinde of Epitome may be vfed, by ^ 
men of fldlful iudgement, to the great proffet sdfo of 
others. As if a wife man would take Halles C[h Jronide, 
where moch good matter is quite marde with Inden- 
ture Erglilhe, and firft change, (Irange and inkhome 
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tearmes into proper, and commonlie vfed wordes: 
next, fpecially to wede out that, that is fuperfluous and 
idle, not onelie where wordes be vainlie heaped one 
vpon an other, but alfo where many fentences, of one 
meaning, be fo clowted vp together as though M. Hall 
had bene, not writing the florie of England, but vary- 
ing a fentence in Hitching fchole: furelie a wife 
learned man, by this way of Epitome^ in cutting away 
wordes and fentences, and diminifhing nothing at aU 
of the matter, (hold leaue to mens vfe, a (lorie, halfe 
as moch as it was in quantitie, but twife as good as 
it was, both for pleafure and alfo commoditie. 

An other kinde of Epitome may be vfed likewife veiy 
well, to moch proflfet Som man either by luflines of 
nature, or brought by ill teaching, to a wrong iudge- 
ment, is ouer full of words, [and] fentences, and matter, 
and yet all his words be proper, apt and well chofen : all 
his fentences be rownd and trimlie framed : his whole 
matter grownded vpon good reafon, and fluffed with 
full arguments, for this intent and purpofe. Yet when 
his talke fhalbe heard, or his writing be re[a]d, of foch 
one, as is, either of my two deared friendes, M, Haddon 
at home, or John Sturmius in Germanie, that Nitnium 
in him, which fooles and vnleamed will mod commend, 
(hall eyther of thies two, bite his lippe, or (hake his 
heade at it 

This fulnes as it is not to be mifliked in a yong man, 
fo in farder aige, in greater (kill, and weightier affaires, 
it is to be temperated, or elfe difcretion and iudgement 
fhall feeme to be wanting in him,. But if his Rile be 
flill ouer rancke and luRie, as fome men being neuer fo 
old and fpent by yeares, will dill be full of youthfuU 
conditions as was Syr 7^ ^/7a;i,and euermorewold haue 
bene, foch a rancke and full writer, mud vfe, if he will 
do wifelie the exerdfe of a verie good kinde QiEpitome^ 
and do, as certaine wife men do, that be ouer fat and 
fielhie : who leaning their owne full and plentifull table^ 
go to foiome abrode from home for a while, at the 
temperate diet of fome fober man, and fo by litle and 
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litle, cut away the grofhefle that is in them. As for an 
example : If Of arms would leaue of his ludines in 
(Iriuing againd «S. AuJUn^ and his ouer^^rancke railing 
againfl poore Luther^ and the troth of Gods doctrine, 
afid giue his whole fludie, not to write any thing of his 
owne for a while, but to tranflate DemqftJiemSy with fo 
Rraite, fad, and temperate a dyle in latine, as he is in 
Greeke, he would becume fo perfit and pure a writer, 
I beleue, a^ hath be[e]ne fewe or none fence Ckeroes 
dayes : And fo, by doing himfelf and all learned moch 
good, do others lefTe harme, and Chrides doctrine 
lede iniury, than he doth : and with all, wyn vnto him- 
felfe many worthy frends, who agreing with him gladly, 
in ye loue and liking of excellent learning, are forie to 
fee fo worthie a witte, fo rare eloquence, wholie fpent 
and confumed, in driuing with God and good men. 

Emonges the red, no man doth lament him more 
than I, not onelie for the excellent learning that I fee 
in him, but alfo bicaufe there hath pafifed priuatelie 
betwixt him and me, fure tokens of moch good will, 
and frendlie opinion, the one toward the other. Andi 
furelie the didance betwixt London and Lyibon, (hould ' 
not doppe, any kinde of frendlie dewtie, that I could, \ 
e3rther diew to him, or do to his, if the greated matter \ 
of all did not in certeyne pointes, feparate our myndes. 

And yet for my parte, both towsuxl him, and diuerfe 
others here at home, for like caufe of excellent learning, 
great wifdome, and gentle humanitie, which I haue feene 
in them, and felt at their handes my felfe, where the 
matter of difference is mere confdence in a quiet minde 
inwardlie, and not contentious malice with fpitefuU 
rayling openlie, I can be content to foUowe this rewle, 
in mifliking fome one thing, not to hate for anie 
thing els. 

But as for all the bloodie beades, as that PuO. 8a 
fat Boore of the wood : or thofe brauling BuUes of 
Baian: or aiiy lurking Darm\o^^ blmde, not by nature, 
but by malice,, and as may be gathered of their owne 
tedimonie, puen ouer to blindnes, for giuing ouer God 
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and his word ; or foch as be fo lufUe ruDnegates, as 
firll, runne from God and his trew doctrine, than, from 
their Lordes, Mailers, and all dewtie, next, from them v 

felues and out of their wittes, laftly from their Prince, 
contrey, and all dew allegeance, whether they ought 
rather to be pitied of good men, for their miferie, or 
contemned of wife men, for their malicious folic, let 
good and wife men determine. 

And to retume to Epitome agayne, fome will iudge 
moch boldnes in me, thus to iudge of Oforius ilyle : 
but wife men do know, that meane lookers on, may 
trewelie fay, for a well made Picture : This face had 
bene more cumlie, if that hie redde in the cheeke, were 
fomwhat more pure ianguin than it is: and yet the 
(lander by, can not amend it himfelfe by any way. 

And this is not written to the difpraife but to the 
great commendation of Oforius, becaufe TuUie him- 
felfe had the fame fulnes in him: and therefore went 
to Rodes to cut it away: and laith himfelfe, rccepi nu 
dotnum prope muiahts, nam quafi rrferuerat iam oratio. 
Which was brought to paffe I beleue, not onelie by 
the teaching of Moh AppoUomius but alfo by a good 
way of Epitome, in binding him felfe to tranflate meros 
Atticos Oratores, and fo to bring his flyle, from all lowfe 
grofheife, to foch firme fallnes in latin, as is in Demof- 
ihenes in Greeke. And this to be mod trew, may eafelie 
be gathered, not onelie of L. Craffus talke mi.de 
Or, but fpeciallie of Ciceroes owne deede in tranilating 
Demojihenes and AEf chines orations v^pl (rrc<^. to that 
verie ende and purpofe. 

.^ And although a man ^wndlie learned all readie, 

/ may take modi proffet hun felfe in vfmg, by Epitome, 

' to draw other mens workes for his owne memorie fake, 

' into fhorter rowme, as Conterus hath done verie well 

the whole Metamorphofis of Ouid, and Dauid Cyihrmus 

a great deale better, the. ix. Mufes oiHerodoUts, and 

Melandhon in myne opinion, far bed of all, the whole 

dorie of Time, not onelie to his own vfe, but to other 

mens proflfet and hys great prayfe, yet, Epitome is mod 
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neceflkrie of all in a mans owne writing, as we leame 
of that noble Poet Virgill^ who, if Donatus lay txewe 
in writing that perfite worke of the GeorgickeSy vfed 
dailie, when he had written 40. or 50. verfes, not to 
ceafe cutting, paring, and polliihing of them, till he 
liad brought them to the nomber of x. or xij. 

And this exerdfe, is not more nedefullie done in a 
great worke, than wifelie done, in your common dailie 
writing, either of letter, or other thing elfe, that is to fay, 
to perufe diligentlie, and fee and fpie wifelie, what is 
alwaies more then nedeth: For, twenty to one, offend 
more, in writing to moch, than to litle : euen as twentie 
to one, lall into fickneiTe, rather by ouer mochfulnes, 
than by anie lacke or emptinelTe. And therefore is he 
alwaies the beil Englilh Phyiition, that bed can geue a 
puigation, that is, hy-^NK^oiEpitome^ to cut all ouer much 
away. Aiid furelie mens bodies, be not more full of ill 
humors, than commonlie mens myndes (if they be 
yong, luilie, proude, like and loue them felues well, as 
moil men do) be full of fan[ta]fies, opinions, errors, and 
faultes, not onelie in inwauxl inuention, but alfo in all 
their vtterance, either by pen or taulke. 

And of all other men, euen thofe that haue ye inuen- 
tiueil heades, for all purpofes, and rounded tonges in 
all matters and places (except they leame and vfe this 
good leiTon of EpUomi) commit conmionlie greater 
faultes, than dull, (laying filent men do. For, quicke 
inuentors, and faire readie fpeakers, being boldned with 
their prefent habilitie to fay more, and perchance better 
to, at the foden ior that prefent, than any other can 
do, vfe lefTe helpe of diligence and iludie than they 
ought to do: and fo haue in them commonlie, lelTe 
learning, and weaker iudgement, for all deepe confide- 
rations, than fome duller heades, and flower tonges 
haue. 

And therefore, readie fpeakers, generallie be not 
the bed, playneft, and wifefl writers, nor yet the deeped 
itrdgers in ireightie afiaires, bicaufe they do not tarry to 
weye and iudge all thingies, as they fliould : but hauing 
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their heades ouer full of matter, be like pennes ouer 
full of incke, which will foner blotte, than make any 
fisdre letter at alL Tyme was, whan I had experience 
of two Ambafladors in one place, the one of a hote 
head to inuent, and of a haflie hand to write, the other, 
colde and (layd in both: but what difference of their 
doinges was made by wife men, is notvnknowne to fome 
perfons. The Bifliop of Winchefter Steph, Gardiner 
had a quicke head, and a readie tong, and yet was not 
the bell writer in England. Cicero in Brutus doth 
wifelie note the lame in Serg: GaibOj and Q. Hbrientius, 
who were both, hote, luflie, and plaine fpeakers, but 
colde, lowfe, and rough writers: And TliUie telleth the 
caufe why, laying, whan they fpake, their tong was 
naturally caried with full tyde and W3nide of their witte: 
whan they wrote their head was folitarie, dull, and 
caulme, and fo their llyle was blonte, and their writing 
colde: Quod vitium, fayth Cicero, perUigeniofis homini- 
bus nequefatis doilis pUrumque accidit. 

And therfore all quick inuentors, and readie faire 
fpeakers, muH be carefull, that, to their goodnes of 
nature, diey adde alfo in any wife, lludie, labor, leafure, 
learning, and iudgement, and than they Ihall in deede, 
palle all other, as I know fome do, in whome all thofe 
qualities are fullie planted, or elfe if they giue ouer 
moch to their witte, and ouer litle to their labor and 
learning, they will fonell ouer reach in taulke, and 
fardeA cum behinde in writing whatfoeuer they take in 
hand. The methode of Epitome is moll necellarie for 
foch kinde of men. And thus much concerning the vfe 
or mifufe of all kinde oi Epitome in matters of learning. 

ifc Imitatio. 

Imitation, is a facultie to exprelfe liuelie and per- 
fitelie that example : which ye go about to fol[l]ow. And 
of it felfe, it is laige and wide : for all the workes of 
nature, in a maner be examples for arte to folow. 

But to our purpofe, all languages, both learned and 
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mother tonges, be gotten, and gotten onelie by Imita- 
tion. For as ye vfe to heare, fo ye leame to fpeake : 
if ye heare no other, ye fpeake not your felfe : and 
whome ye onelie heare, of them ye onelie leame. 

And therefore, if ye would fpeake as the bed and 
wifefl do, ye mufl be conuerfant, where the bed and 
wifeft are : but if yow be borne or brought vp in a 
rude co[u]ntrie, ye (hall not chofe but fpeake rudelie : 
the rudefl man of all knoweth this to be trewe. 

Yet neuertheleffe, the rudenes of common and 
mother tonges, is no bar for wife fpeaking. For in 
the rudefl contrie, and mod barbarous mother lan- 
guage, many be found [yat] can fpeake verie wifelie : 
but in the Greeke and latin tong, the two onelie learned 
tonges, which be kept, not in common taulke, but in 
p nuate b ookes, we finde alwayes, wifdome and elo- 
quence, good matter and good vtterance, neuer or 
feldom a fonder. For all foch Authors, as be fulled 
of good matter and right iudgement in* doctrine, be 
likewife alwayes, mod proper in wordes, mod apte in 
fentence, mod plaine and pure in vttering the fame. 

And contrariwife, in thofe two tonges, all writers, 
either in Religion, or any feet of Philofophie, who fo 
euer be founde fonde in iudgement of matter, be com- 
monlie found as rude in vttering their m)aide. For 
Stoickes, Anabaptides, and Friers: with Epicures, 
Libertines and Monkes, being mod like in learning 
and life, are no fonder and pernicious in their opinions, 
than they be rude and barbarous in their writinges. 
They be not wife, therefore that fay, what care I for a 
mans wordes and vtterance, if his matter and reafons 
be good. Soch men, fay fo, not fo moch of ignorance, 
as eyther of fome fingular pride in themfelues, or fome 
fpeciall malice or other, or for fome pnuate and parciall 
matter, either in Religion or odier kinde of learning. 
For good and choice meates, be no more requifite for . 
helthie bodies, than proper and apte wordes be for 
good matters, and alfo plaine and fenfible vtterance 
for tlie bed and de[e]ped reafons : in which two pointes 
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(landeth perfite eloquence, one of the faired and lareil 
giftes that God doth geue to man. 
[ Ye know no^ what hurt ye do to leammg, that care 
I not for wordeSy but for matter, and fo make a deuorfe 
\ betwixt the tong snd the hart For marke all aigcs : 
looke vpon the whole courfe of both the Greeke and 
Latin tonge, and ye (hall furelie finde, that, whan apte 
and good woides began to be neglected, and properties 
of thofe two tonges tabe confounded, than alfo began, 
ill deed^ to. Jpring : ftrange maners to oppreiTe good 
Orders, newe and fond opinions to flriue with olde and 
ti«we doctrine, firfl in Fhilofophie : and after in Re- 
ligion : right iudgement of all thinges to be peruerted, 
and fo vertue widi learning is contemned, and lludie 
left of: of ill thoughtes cummeth peruerfe iudgement : 
of ill deedes fpringeth lewde taulke. Which fower mis- 
orders, as they mar mans life, fo deflroy they good 
learning withaU. 

But behold the goodneffe of Gods prouidence for 
learning : all olde authors and fectes of Fhilofophy, 
which were fondefl in opinion, and rudefl in vtterance, 
as Stoickes and Epicures, firil contemned of wife men, 
and after foigotten of all men, be fo confumed by 
tymes, as they be now, not onelie out of yfe, but-alfo 
out of memorie of man : whidi 'thing,~l furelie thinke, 
will fhortlie chance, to the whole doctrine and all the 
bookes of phantafticall Anabaptifles and Friers, and 
of the beafllie Libertines and Monkes. 

Againe behold on the other fide, how Gods wifdome 
hath wrought, that ci Academki and Feripatetici^ thofe 
that were wifefl in iudgement of matters, and pureft in 
vttering their m^des, the firil and chiefefl, that wrote 
mofl and bed, m either tong, as Fiato and AriJiotU in 
Greeke, TuUU in Latin, be fo either wholie, or fufR- 
ciently left vnto vs, as I neuer knew yet fcholer, that 
gaue himfelfe to like, and loue, and folowe chieflie thofe 
three Authors but he proued, both learned, wife, and 
alfo an honed man, if he ioyned with all the trewt 
doctrine of Gods holie Bible, without the which, the 



the ready way to the Latin tong. 119 

other three, be but fine edge tooles in a fole or mad 
mans hand. 

But to retume to Imitation agayne : There be three 
kindes of it in matters of learning. 
(/ The whole doctrine of Comedies, and Tragedies, is 
/a perfite imitation^ or faire liuelie painted picture of the 
life of euerie degree of man. Of this Imitation writeth 
Plato at large in j. ^ R^, but it doth not moch belong 
at this time to otu: purpofe. , 

The fecond kind of Imitation^ is to folow for learn- 
ing of tonges and fciences, the 'beil authors. Here 
rifeth, emonges proude and enuious wittes, a great 
controuerfie, whether, one or many are to be folowed : 
and if one, who is that one : Saicca^ or Cicero : SaluJL^ 
or Cafar^ and fo forth in Greeke and Latin. ^ ^ 

The third kinde oilmitationy belongeth to the fecona : 
as when you be determined, whether ye will folow one 
or mo, to know perfitlie, and which way to folow that 
one: in what place: by what meane and order: by 
what tooles and inilrumentes ye (hall do it, by what 
(kill and iudgement, ye (hall trewelie difceme, whether 
ye folow rightlie or ho. 

This Imitatio^ is difsimilis materei fimilis traHatio : 
and dXiOy fimilis materei difsimilis trailcUio^ as Virgill 
folowed Homer: but the Argument to the one was 
VlyffeSy to the other jEneas, Tullie perfecuted Antonie 
with the fame wepons of eloquence, that Demofihenes 
vfed before again(l Philippe, 

Horace foloweth Pindar^ but either of them his owne 
Argument and Perfon : as the one, Hiero king oiSicilie^ 
the other Augufius the Emperor : and yet both for like 
refpectes, that is, for their coragious (loutnes in warre, 
and iud gouemment in peace. 

One of the bed examples, for right Imitation 
we lacke, and that is Menander^ whom our Terence^ 
(as the matter required) in like argument, in the 
fame Ferfons, with equall eloquence, foote by foote 
^d folow. 

Som peeces remaine, like broken lewelles, whereby 



<y 



120 Thefecond booke teachyng 

men iioay rightlie eileme, and iufUie lament, the loiTe 

of the whole. 

ErafmuSy the ornament of learning, in our tyme, 

/ doth wi(h that fom man of learning and diligence, 

i would take the like paines in Demofthencs and Thdlie^ 

' that Macrobius hath done in Homer and Virgilly that 

is, to write out and io3me together, where the one doth 

imitate the other. Erafmus wilhe is good, but furelie, 

it is not good enough : for Macrobius gatherings for 

the jEtuodos out oi Homer ^ and Eobanus Heffus more 

diligent gatherings for the Bucolikes out of Theocritus^ 

as diey be not fullie taken out of the whole heape, as 

they (hould be, but euen as though they had not fought 

for them of purpofe, but fownd them fcatered here and 

there by chance in their way, euen fo, onelie to point 

out, and nakedlie to ioyne togither their fentences, with 

no farder declaring the maner and way, how the one 

doth folow the other, were but a colde helpe, to the 

encreafe of learning. 

But if a man would take his paine alfo, whan he hath 
layd two places, of Homer and VirgUl^ or oiDemoJlhenes 
and TuUie together, to teach plainlie withall, after this 
fort 

1. Tuliie reteyneth thus moch of the matter, thies 
fentences, thies wordes : 

2. This and that he leaueth out, which he doth 
wittelie to this end and purpofe. 

3. This he addeth here. 

4. This he diminiiheth there. 

5. This he ordereth thus, with pladng that here, 
not there. 

6. This he altereth, and changeth, either, in propep*^ 
tie of wordes, in forme of fentence, in fubftance of thef 
matter, or in one, or other conuenient circumflance of 
the authors prefent purpofe. In thies fewe rude £ng- 

/^li(h wordes, are wrapt yp all the neceflarie tooles and 
\ inllrumentes, where with trewe Imitation is rightlie 
wrought withall in any tonge. Which tooles, I openlie 
confefTe, be not of myne owne foiging, but partlie left 
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vnto me by the cunni[n]ge(l Mafter, and one of the 
worthiell lentlemen that euer England bred, Syr John 
Chekt\ partelie borowed by me out of the flioppe of 
the dearefl frende I haue out of England, lo, St 
, And therefore I am the bolder to borow of him, and 
here to leaue them to other, and namelie to my Chil- 
dren: which tooies, if it pleafe God, that an other day, 
they may be able to vfe rightlie, as I do wifh and daylie 
pray, they may do, I fhal be more glad, than if I were 
able to leaue them a great quantitie of land. 

This forefaide order and doctrine oilmitaiion^ would 
bring forth more learning, and breed vp trewer iudge- 
ment, than any other exerdfe that can be vfed, but 
not for yong begian^FSrbicaufe th^-4hall jiot be able 
^t qfCgnfidei L^uiie thero£ And" trewelie, it may be a 
fhame to good fludentes who hauing fo faire examples 
to follow, as Plato and Jhiilk^ do not vfe fo wife wayes 
in folowing them for the obteyning of wifdome and 
learning, as rude ignorant Artificers do, for gayning a 
fmall commoditie. For furelie the meanefl painter 
vfeth more witte, better arte, greater diligence, in hys 
fhoppe, in folowing the Picture of any meane mans 
face, than commonlie the beil fludentes do, euen in 
the vniuerfltie, for the atteining of learning it felfe. 

Some ignorant, vnleamed, and idle fludent: or fome 
bufie looker vpon this litle poore booke, that hath 
neither will to do good him felfe, nor fkill to iudge right 
of others, but can luflelie contemne, by pride and igno- 
rance, all painfull diligence and right order in fludy, will 
perchance fay, that I am to precife, to curious, in marking 
and piteling [pidling] thus about the imitation of others : 
and that the olde worthie Authors did neuer bufie their 
heades and wittes, in folowyng fo precifelie, either the 
matter what other men wrote, or els the maner how 
other men wrote. They will fay, it were a plaine 
flauerie, and iniurie to, to fhakkle and t}'e a good witte, 
and hinder the courfe of a mans good nature with fuch 
bondes of feruitude, in folowyng other. 

Except foch men thinke them felues wifer then 
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Cicero for teaching of eloquence, they mud be content 
to tume a new leaie. 

The bed booke that euer 7\iilie wrote, by all mens 
iudgement, and by his owne teftimonie to, in wrytyng 
wherof, he employed moll care, lludie, leamyng and . 
1 iudgement, is his booke d€ Orat, ad Q. F. Now let * 
vs fee, what he did for the matter, and alfo for the 
maner of writing therof. For the whole booke con- 
fifleth in thefe two pointes onelie: In good matter, 
and good handling of the matter. And fidl, for the 
matter, it is j^hsl ^Artfio tks^ what fo euer Antonie in 
tiieTecond, andC?^^wm the third doth teach. Trufl 
not me, but beleue Ikdlie him felfe, who writeth fo, 
fu^ in that goodlie long Epiflle ad F, Lenttdum^ and 
after in diuerfe places ad Atticum, And in the verie 
booke it felfe, Tullie will not haue it hidden, but botli 
Cahdus and Craffus do oft and pleafantly lay that 
flelth to Antonius chaige. Now, for the handling o f 
the matter, was TktUie io precife and curious rather to 
follow an other mans Pateme, than to inuent fome newe 
ihape him felfe, namelie in that booke, whereinlie^ur- 
pofed, to leaue to pofleritie, the glorie of his witte? 
yea forfoth, that he did. And tlus is not my geffmg 
and gathering, nor onelie performed by Tullie in verie 
deed, but vttered alfo by TuUie in plaine wprdes : to 
teadi other men thereby, what they (hould do, in tak- 
ing like matter in hand. 

And that which is efpecially to be marked, Tullie 
doth vtter plainlie his conceit and purpofe therein, by 
the mouth of the wifeft man in all that companie: for 
iayth Saeuola him felfe. Cur non imitamur^ Craffe^ 
Socratem illum^ qui est in Fhadro Flatanis etc. 

And furder to vnderfland, that Tkillie did not obiter 
and bichance, but purpofelie and mindfullie-ben d him . 
felfe to a precife and curious Imitation of /y^z/<0ViC<»«^ 
cemyng the fhape suad forme of thofe bookes, marke I 
pray you, how curious Tullie is to vtter his purpofe and 
doyng therein, writing thus to Atticus. 

Quod in his Oratorijs libris^ quos taniopere laudas^ 
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perfonam defideras Scauola, non earn tcmerh dimoui: 
Sed feciidem^ quod in iroXcrci^ Deus ilU twfter FlcUo, 
cum in Piraeum Socrates vmifsd ad Cephalutn locuple- 
tem et fejliuum Smem^ quoad primus Uie fermo habere- 
tur^ adest in difpuiandofenex: Deinde^ cum ipfe quoque 
commodifsimi locutus effet^ ad rem diuinam didt fe vel/e 
difcedercy neque pojiea reuertitur. Credo Flatonem vix 
piUaffe fatis confonum fore^ fi Jiominem id cetaiis in tam 
iongo fermone diuiius retinuiffet: Mulio ^o fatius hoc 
mihi cauendum putcaii in Scoeuola^ qui et atate et vale- 
tudine erat ea qua meminijli, et his honoribus^ vt vix 
fatis decorum videretur eum plures dies effe in Crafsi 
Tufculano. Et ercU primi libri fermo turn aiienus d 
Satuoioe fludijs: reiiqui libri rtyyoKoorliv habenty vt 
fcis, Huic ioculatoruz difputationifenem ilium vt noras^ 
iniereffe farik noiuu 

If Cicero had not opened him felfe, and declared 
hys owne thought and doynges herein, men that be 
idle, and ignorant, and enuious of other m^ns diligence 
and well doinges, would haue fwome that Jhdiie had 
neuer mynded any foch thing, but that of a precife 
curiofitie, we fayne and forge and father foch thinges 
of Tuliiey as he neuer ment in deed. I write this, not 
for nought: for I haue heard fome both well learned, 
and otherwayes verie wife, that by their luflie mifliking 
of foch diligence, haue drawen back the forwardnes of 
verie good wittes. But euen as fuch men them felues, 
do fometymes Humble vpon doyng well by chance and 
benefite of good witte, fo would I haue our fcholer 
alwayes able to do well by order of leamyng and 
right fkill of iudgement 

Concem3Hg Imitation, many learned men haue 
written, with moch diuerfitie for the matter, and ther- 
fore with great contrarietie and fome flomacke amonged 
them felues. I haue read as many as I could get 
diligentlie, and what I thinke of euerie one of them, I 
will freelie lay my m}Tide. With which freedome I 
truR good men will beaie, bicaufe it fhall tend to 
neither fpiiefuU nor harmefull controuerfie. 
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cuero. In TUUiey it is well touched, ihortlie 

taught, not fullie declared by Ant. in 2. de Orat\ and 
afterward in Orat. cut Brutuniy for the liking and mif- 
liking of Ifocraies\ and the contrarie iudgement of 
Tullic aga3mil CalutiSy Brutus^ and CcUidius^ de genere 
dicendi Aitico d Afiatico, 

DioHaiicar, Diotiif. Hoiic vepl fnfnj<r€(as, I feare is 
loft: which Author next Ariftotle^ Flato^ and TuUie^ 
of all other, that write of eloquence, by the iudge- 
ment of them that be beft learned, deferueth the next 
prayfe and place. 

QmnUL QuintUion writeth of it, (hortly and cold- 

lie for the matter, yet hotelie ^d fpitefullie enough, 
agaynll the Imitation of 7\dlie. 
Eratmm*. ErofmuSj \>tyng more occupied infpy- 

ing other mens faultes, than declaiyng his owne aduife, 
is miftaken of many, to the great hurt of ftudie, for his 
authoritie lake. For he writeth rightlie, rightlie vnder- 
ftanded: he and Longolius onelie differing in this, that 
the one feemeth to giue ouermoch, the other ouer litle, 
to him, whom they both, beft loued, and chiefly al- 
lowed of all other. 

Budams, Budctus in his Commentaries roughlie 

and obfcurelie, after his kinde of writyng: and for the 
matter, caryed fomewhat out of the way in ouermuch 
mifliking the Imitation of TuUie, 
Ph. Meiandi. PhiL Melan^/wHy leamedlie and Xrewlie. 
/««. Camm Cameraritis largely with a learned iudge- 

ment, but fumewhat confufedly, and with ouer rough 
aftile. 

Samhucus, Sambucus, largely, with a right iudge- 

ment but fomewhat a crooked ftile. 
Corunta, Other haue written alfo, as Cortefius to 

p.Btmbus, Poliiian^ and that verie well: Bembus ad 
loansturmius, Ftaun a great deale better, but loan, 
/^ Sturmins de Nobilitate liieraiay et de Amiffa dicendi 
^ raiioney farre beft of all, in myne opinion, .that euer 
^oke this matter in hand. For all the refl, declare 
chiefly this point, whether one, or many, or all, are to 
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be followed: but Sturtnius onelie hath moll leamedlie 
declared, who is to be followed, what is to be fol-v 
Iwed, and the bed point of all, by what way and 
o^er, trew Imitation is rightlie to be exercifed. And 
although Sturmius herein doth farre palTe all other, yet 
hath he not fo fullie and perfitelie done it, as I do 
^vifhe he had, and as I know he could. For though 
he hath done it perfitelie for precept, yet hath he not 
done it perfitelie enough for example: which he did, 
neither for lacke of ikill, nor by negligence, but of 
purpofe, contented with one or two examples, bicaufe 
he was mynded in thofe two bookes, to write of it 
both (hortlie, and alfo had to touch other matters. 

BarthoL Ricdus Ferrarienfis alfo hath written leamed- 
lie, diligentlie and verie largelie of this matter euen as 
hee did before verie well deApparatu lingua Lot. He 
writeth the better in myne opinion, bicaufe his whole 
doctrine, iudgement, and order, femeth to be bor- 
owed out of lo. Stur, bookes. He addeth alfo ex- 
amples, the bed kinde of teaching: wherein he doth 
weU, but not well enough : in deede, he committed! 
no fiEiulte, but yet, deferueth iinall praife. He is 
content with the meane, and followeth not the bed: 
as a man, that would feede vpon Acomes, whan he 
may eate, as good cheape, the fined wheat bread. He 
teacheth for example, where and how, two or three. 
hX'^ Italian Foetes do follow Virgil: and how Virgil^ 
him felfe in the done of Dido^ doth wholie Imitate 
Catullus in the like matter of Ariadnai \Vherein I 
like better his diligence and order of teaching, than 
his iudgement in choice of examples for Imitation. 
But, if he had done thus: if he had declared where 
and how, how oft and how many wayes Virgil doth 
folow Horner^ as for example the comming of Vlyffes 
to Alcynaus and Calypfo^ with the comming of jEneas 
to Car^H)fige and Dido\ likewife the games running, 
wredling, and ftioting, that Achilles maketh in Homer^ 
with the felfe lame games, that jEneas maketh in 
Virgilx The Ljnefle oi Achilles^ with the harnede of 
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jEneas^ and the maner of making of them both by 
Vulcanei The notable combate betwixt AcJiilies an^ 
HeHoTy with as notable a combate betwixt jEruas and 
Tkirmis, The going downe to hell of Vlyffes in 
Horner^ with the going downe to hell of ^neas in 
Virgil\ and other places infinite mo, as fimilitudes, 
narrations, meflages, difcriptions of perfons, places, 
battels, tempefles, fhipwrackes, and common places 
for diuerfe purpofes, which be as predfely taken out 
oi Horner^ as euer did Painter in London follow the 
picture of any (aire perfonage. And when thies 
places had bene gathered together by this way of 
diligence than to haue conferred them together by 
this order of teaching, as, diligendy to marke what is 
kept and vfed in either author, in wordes, in fentences, 
in matter: what is added: what is left out: what or- 
dered otherwife, either praponendOy interpanmdo^ or 
postpcnendox And what is altered for any refpect, in 
woid, phrafe, fentence, figure, reafon, aigument, or by 
any way of drcumflance: If Riccius had done this, he 
had not onely bene well liked, for his diligence in 
teaching, but alfo iufUie commended for his right 
iudgement in right choice of examples for the befl 
Imitation, 

Riaius alfo for Imitation of profe dedareth where 
and how Longoiius doth folow 7lri7/>, but as for Long(h 
liuSy I would not haue him the patem of our Imitation, 
In deede: in Longoiius fhoppe, be proper and faire 
fhewing colers, but as for fhape, figure, and naturall 
cumlinesy by the iudgement of befl iudging artificers, 
he is rather allowed as one to be borne withall, than 
efpecially commended, as one chieflie to be folowed. 

If Riccius had taken for his examples, where TuUie 
him felfe foloweth either Plato or DemoJlheneSy he had 
fhot than at the right marke. But to excufe Ricdus^ 
fomwhat, though I can not fuUie defend him, it may 
be fayd, his purpofe was, to teach onelie the Latin 
tong, when thys way that I do wifh, to ioyne Virgii 
with Horner^ to read Tullii with Demqfthenes and Piato^ 
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requireth a cunning and perfite Mafler in both the 
tonges. It is my wifh in deede, and that by good 
reafon: For who fo euer will write well of any matter, 
muil labor to exprelTe that, that is perfite, and not to 
flay and content himfelfe with the meane : yea, I fay 
faider, though it not be vnpofible, yet it is verie rare, 
and maruelous hard, to proue excellent in the Latin 
tong, for him that is not alfo well feene in the Greeke 
tong. Dillie him felfe, mod excellent of nature, moil 
diligent in labor, brought vp from his cradle, in that 
place, and in that tyme, where and whan the Latin 
tong mod florifhed naturallie in euery mans mouth, yet 
was not his owne tong able it felfe to make him fo 
cunning in his owne tong, as he was in deede: but the 
knowledge and Imitaium of the Greeke tong withalL 

This he confefleth himfelfe: this he vttereth in many 
places, as thofe can tell bed, that vfe to read him mofL 

Therefore thou, that fhoted at perfection in the Latin 
tong, think not thy felfe wifer than TuUie W!as, in choice 
of the way, that leadeth rightlie tc the fame : thinke 
not thy witte better than Tuilus was, as though that 
may feme thee that was not fuffident for him. For 
euen as a hauke flieth not hie with one wing: euen fo 
a man reacheth not to excellency with one tong. 

IJiaue bene a looker on in the Cokpit of learning 
thies many yeares : And one Cock bneUe haue I knowne, 
which widi one wing, euen at this day,^'doth pafle all 
other, in myne opinion, that euer I law in any pitte 
in England, though they had two winges. Yet neuer- 
theleffe, to die well with one wing, to runne lad with 
one leg, be rather, rare Maidreis moch to be merueled 
at, than fure examples iafelie to be folowed. A Bufhop 
that now liueth, a good man, whofe iudgement in 
Religion I better like, than his opinion in perfitnes in 
other learning, laid once vnto me: we haue no nede 
now of the Greeke tong, when all thinges be tranflated 
into Latin. But-tbe good man vnderdood not, that 
euen the bed tranfladon, is, for mere necelTitie, but an 
euill imped wing to flie withall, or a heuie dompc h^ 
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of wood to go withall: foch, the hier they flie, the 
fooner they falter and faill : the fafler they runne, the 
oftcr they flumble, and forer they fall. Soch as will 
nodes fo flie, may flie at a Pye, and catch a Dawe : 
And foch runners, as commonlie, they (houe and (hol- 
der to (land formoft, yet in tlie end they cum behind 
others and deferue. but the hopdiakles, if the Maflers 
of the game be right iudgers. 

I'herefore in perufing thus, fo many diuerfe bookes 
Optima ratio ^^^ Imitation^ it came into my head that a 
inaiationia. veric profitable booke might be made de 
Imitatione^ after an other fort, than euer yet was at- 
tempted of that matter, conteyning a certaine fewe 
fitte preceptes, vnto the which flioulde be gathered 
and applied plentie of examples, out of the choifefl 
authors of both the tonges. This worke would (land 
rather in good diligence, for the gathering, and right 
iudgement for the apte appl3dng of thofe examples: 
than any great learning or vtterance at all. 

The doing thereof, would be more pleafant, than 
painfull, and would bring alfo moch proffet to all that 
fliould read it, and great praife to him would take it in 
hand, with iufl defert of thankes. 
Erasmvt order ErofmuSy giuyng him felfe to read ouer 
inhissiudic, all Authors Grckc and Latin^ feemeth to 
haue prefcribed to him felfe this order of readyng: 
that is, to note out by the way, three fpeciall pointes: 
All Adagies, all fimilitudes, and all wittie lapnges 
of mod notable perfonages: And fo, by one labour, 
he left to poderitie, three notable bookes, and namelie 
two his ChiliadeSy ApopIUhcgmata^ and Simiiia. Like- 
>nfe, if a good (Indent would bend him felfe to read di- 
ligently ouer Tullie; and with him alfo at the fame tyme, 
! Plato, as diligently Flaio^ and Xmop/ion^ wvh 
XenopJum, his bookcs of Philofophie, IJocrates^ 
D^osth. 2^^ Demojlhenes \vith his orations, and 
AristotUt, AriflotU with his Rhetorickes: which 
fiuo of all other, be thofe, whom Tullie bed loued, and 
fpecially followed ; and would marke diligently in Tullie^ 
where he doth cxj>rimere or effiugerc (which be the verie 
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proper wordes of Imitation) either, Copiatn PkUanis or 
vmuflaiem Xenophontis^ fuauiiaUm Ifocratis^ or vim 
Demosthenes^ prapriam et puram fubtilitaiem Ariftotdis^ 
and not onelie write out the places diligentlie, and l ay . c 
tjiem together orderlie, but idfo to conferre them with ^ 
ikilfuil iudgement Ify thofe few rules, which I haue 
expreifed now twife before : if that diligence were taken, 
if that order were vfed, what perfite knowledge of both 
the tonges, what readie and pithie vtterance in all 
matters, what right and deepe iudgement in all kinde 
of leam3mg would follow, is fcarie credible to be 
beleued. 

Thefe bookes, be not many, nor long, nor rude in 
fpeach, nor meane in matter, but next the Maieilie of 
Gods holie word, mod worthie for a man, the louer of 
learning and honeftie, to fpend his life in. Yea, I 
haue heard worthie M. Cheke many tymes lay : I would 
haue a good lludent pafle and iomey through all 
Authors both Greke and Latini but he that will dwell 
in thefe few bookes onelie: firfl, in Gods holie Bible, 
and than ioyne with it^Tkliie in Latin^ flato^ Ariftatle: 
Xenophonx If aerates \ and Demofthmes in Greke \ mud 
nedes proue an excellent man. 

Some men alreadie in our dayes, haue put to their 
helping handes, to this worke of Imitation. p^rwHut. 
AsFerioniuSyHenr.Stephanusindietianario N,stifk, 
CiceranianOy and F. Vi£iorius moil praife- p- Vkurim. 
worthelie of all, in that his learned worke conteyning 
XXV. bookes de vctria lefUone', in which bookes be ioyned 
diligentlie together the bed Authors of both the tonges 
where one doth feeme to imitate an other. 

But all thefe, with Macrobius^ ^^^9 ^^d other, be 

no more but common porters, caiyers, and bringers of 

matter and ilufie togither. They order nothing : They 

laye before you, what is done : they do not teach you, 

how it is done : They buiie not them felues with forme 

of buildyng : They do not declare, this flufie is thus 

framed hy Demqfthenes^ and thus 'and thus by Tiiiiie^ 

and fo likewife in Xenophon^ Plaio and If cerates and 

I 
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Arijlotk. For ioyning Virgil yA^ Homer I haue fiiffi- 
ciendie declared before. 

PimUma. The like diligence I would wi(h to be 

H^fnUm. taken in Fmdar and Horace an equall 
match for all refpectes. 

In Tragedies, (the goodliefl Argument of all, and for 
the vfe, either of a learned preacher, or a CiuiU lentle- 
man, more profitable than Horner^ Pindar ^ Virgill, and 
Horace : yea comparable in myne opinion, with the doc- 
ScphacUa. (^triue of AriJiotU^ PiatOy and Xenophon^ the 
Suri^ides, \GrecianSy Sophodes and Euripides far ouer 
Smeca, inatch our Seneca in Latin, namely in 

oiicovo/u({i et DecorOy ^though Senacaes elocution and 
verfe be verie commendable for his tyme. And for the 
\ matters oi Hercules^ JTubes^ HippolytuSj and l>oiey his 
Imitation is to be gathered into die fame booke, and to 
be tryed by the lame touchflone, as is fpoken before. 

In hiilories, and namelie in IJuie^ the like diligence 
of Imitation, could bring excellent learning, and breede 
ilayde iudgement, in taking any like matter in hand. 
TiLLimm, Ondy lAuie were a fuffident taike for 

one mans fludie, to compare him, firft with his fellow 
Dum, HaU- ^^^ ^11 refpectes, Dum. Halicamaffcms : who 
emrm. both, liucd in one tyme: toke both one 

hiftorie in hande to write : deferued both like prayfe 
ppUHmM, of leamynge and eloquence. Than with 
Polybius that wife writer, whom Liuie profeifeth to 
follow : and if he would denie it, yet it is plaine, that 
the bed part of the thyrd Decade in Liuie^ is in a 
maner tranilated out of die thyrd and reft of Polibius : 
TkMciduUs. Laftlie with Thucydides, to whofe Imita- 
tation Liuie is curiouflie bent, as may well appeare by 
x.Diead. ^^ oi^^ Oration of thofe of Campania^ 
Li^ 7' afking aide of the Romana agaynft the 

Samnitesy which is wholie taken, Sentence, Reafon, 
Argument, and order, out of the Oration of CorcyrOy 
Tkmid, MX afking like aide of the Athenienfes againfl 
them of Corinth, If fome diligent ftudent would take 
^ paynes to compare them togither, he fhould eafelie 
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perceiue, that I do fay trew. A booke, thus wholie 
filled with ^xajn^l^ j:)f J[mit2Ltipn, firfl out of TtdlUy 
compared with FlaiOy XenopJum^ Ifocraics^ Demofthencs 
and AriJlotk\ than out of Virgil and Horace^ with 
Homer and Pindar : next out of Seneca with Sophocles 
and Euripides : Laftlie out of LiuiCy with Thucydides^ 
Polibius and HalicdmaffcBus^ gathered with good dili 
gence, and compared with right order, as I haue 
expreifed before, were an other maner of worke for all 
kinde of learning, and namely for eloquence, than be 
thofe cold gatheringes of Macrobius^ Heffus^ FerioniuSy 
StephanuSy and ViHariuSy which may be vfed, as I iayd 
before, in this cafe, as porters and caiyers, deferuing 
like prayfe, as foch men do wages ; but onely Sturmius 
is he, out of whom, the trew iuruey and whole worke- 
manfliip is fpeciallie to be learned. 

I tnifl, this my writ3aig (hall giue fome good fludent 
occafion, to take fome peece in hand of this worke of 
Imitation. And as I had rather haue aily q^^ 
do it, than my felfe, yet furelie my felfe recu ia^tandi 
rather than none at iXL And by Gods '*^°°«- 
grace, if Grod do lend me life, with health, free layfure 
and libertie, with good likyng and a mene heart, I will 
tume the bed part of m^ fludie and tyme, to toyle in 
one or other peece of this worke of Imitation. 

This diligence to gather examples, to giue light and 
vnderflandyng to good preceptes, is no new inuention, 
but fpeciallie vfed of the bed Authors and olded 
writers. For Ariftotle him felfe, (as Diog. Aruuuie*, 
Laertius dedareth) when he had written that goodlie 
booke of the Topickes^ did gather out of (lories and 
Orators, fo many examples as filled xv. bookes, onelie 
to expreffe the rules of his Tqpidtes. Thefe were the 
Commentaries, that Arijlotle thought fit for Commoitarij 
hys Topickes : And therfore to fpeake as £'gb£i'*^ 
I thinke,.-! heuer faw yet any Commen- Ariatoteiia. 
.tarie vpon Arijioties Logicke, either in Greke or 
LcUifiy that euer I lyked, bicaufe they be rather 
fpent in declaiyng fcholepoynt rules, than in gather- 
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ing fit examples for vfe and vtterance, either by 
pen or talke. For preceptes in all Authors, and 
namelie in AriJiotU^ without appl3ring vnto them, 
the Imitation of examples, be hard, drie, and cold, 
and therfore barra^, vnfruitlull and vnpleafant But 
Ariflotk^ namelie m his Topickes and Blenches, fhould 
be, not onelie fruitfuU, but alfo pleaiant to, if examples 
out oiFkUOy and other good Authors, were diligentlie 
gathered, and aptlie applied vnto his mofl peiSt pre- 
Preceptain ceptes there. And it is notable, that my 
^J^^ j^ frende Sturmius writeth herein, that there 
piai0mg, is no precept in Ariflatles Tqpickes^ wherof 

plentie of examples be not manifeft in Flatos workes. 
And I heare fay, that an excellent learned man, Tbmi- 
tanus in Italiey hath exprefled euerie falladon in 
AriJlotUy with diuerfe examples out of Plato, Would 
^to God, I might once fee, fome worthie fludent of 
Arijlotle and Plato in Cambrige, that would ioyne in 
one booke the preceptes of the one, with the examples 
\.flLthe other. For fuch a labor, were one fpeciall peece 
of that worke of Imitation, which I do wiihe were 
gathered together in one Volume. 

Cambrige, at my firfl comming thither, but not at 
my going away, committed this fault in reading the 
preceptes of Ariflotle without the examples of other 
Authors: But herein, in my time thies men of worthie 
memorie, M, Redman^ M. Cheke, M. Smith, M. Had" 
don, M, Watfon^ put fo to their helping handes, as 
that vniueriitie, and all (Indents there, as long as 
learning (hall lafl, (hall be bounde vnto them, if that 
trade in ftudie be trewlie folowed, which thofe men 
Idt behinde them there. 

By this fmall mention of Cambridge, I am caiyed 
into three imaginations: firil, into a fweete remem- 
brance of my tyme fpent there: than, into fom carefiill 
thoughts, for die greuous alteration that folowed fone 
after: ladlie, into much ioy to heare tell, of the good 
recouerie and eamefl forwardnes in aU good learning 
there agayne. 
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To vtter theis my thoughts fomwhat more largelie, 
were fomwhat befide my matter, yet not very farre out 
of the way, bycaufe it (hall wholy tend to the good 
encoragement and right confkleration of learning, 
which is my full purpofe in writing this litle booke: 
whereby alfo fhall well appeare this fentence to be 
mod trewe, that onelie good men, by their gouemment 
and example, make happie times, in euery degree 
and (late. 

Doctor Nico. Medcaife^ that honorable d.Nic, 

father, was Mader of S. lohnes Colledge, i^edca^;: ^ 

when I came thether: A man meanelie learned hinih 
felfe, but not meanely afiectioned to fet forward learnr 
ing in others. He found that Colledge fpending fcarfe 
two hundred markes by [the] yeare: he left it fpend- 
ing a thoufand markes and more. Which he procured, 
not with his mony, but by his wifdome; not charge- 
ablie bought by him, but Uberallie geuen by others by 
his meane, for the ^eale and honor they bare to 
learning. And that which is worthy 6f memorie, all 
thies giuers were almoft Northenmen: who being 
Uberallie rewarded in the feruice of their Prince, 
beflowed it as Uberallie for the good of their Contrie. 
Som men thought therefore, tibat D. Medcaife was 
parciall to Northrenmen, but fure I am of this, that 
Northrenmen were parciall, in doing more good, and 
geuing more landes to ye forderance of The paraaHne 
learning, than any oAor confaie men, j^JJ^JS^, 
m thofe dayes, did: which deede (hould coUedgc 
haue beene, rather an example of goodnes, for other 
to folowe, than matter of malice, for any to enuie, 
as fome there were that did Trewly, D, Med- 
calfe was parciall to none: but indifferent to all: a 
mafler for the whole, a father to eueiy one, in that 
Colledge. There was none fo poore, if he had, either 
wil in goodnes, or wit to learning, that could lacke 
being there, or (hould depart from thence, for any 
need I am witnes my felfe, that mony many times 
was brought into yong mens (ludies by (Inmgers whom 
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they knew not In which doing, this worthy Nicolaui 
folowed the fleppes of good olde 5. Nicoiaus^ that 
learned Biihop. He was aJBs^iA in deede, but would 
to God, amonges all vs Proteftants I might once fee but 
. one, that would winne like praife, in doing like good, 
for the aduauncement of lea;ming and vertue. And 
yet, tliough he were a Papifl, if any yong man, geuen 
to new learning (as they termed it) went beyond his 
fellowes, in witte, labor, ^nd towardnes, euen the lame, 
ne^er lacked, open praife to encorage him, nor 
pnuate exhibition to mainteyne hym, as worthy Syr 
L Cheke^ if he were aliue would beare good witnes 
and fo can many mo. - I my felfe one of the meaned 
of a great number, in that Colledge, becaufe there 
appeared in me fom fmall (hew of towardnes and dili- 
gence, lacked not his fauor to forder me in learning. 

And being a boy, newe Bacheler of arte, I chanced 
amonges m/ companions to Ipeake jgainll the Pope : 
which matter was than in euery mans mouth, bycaufe 
D, Haines and D. Sk^pe were cum from the Court, to 
debate the fame matter, by preaching and difputation 
in the vniuerfitie. This hapned the lame tyme, when 
I (loode to be felow there: my taulke came to D. 
Medcalfa eare: I was called before him and the 
Seniores : and after greuous rebuke, and fome punifh- 
ment, open warning was geuen to all the felowes, none 

J be fo hardie to geue me his voice at that election, 
ad yet for all thofe open threates, the good father 
mfelfe priuilie procured, that I ihould euen than be 
lofen felow. But, the election being done, he made 
countinance of great difcontentation thereat This 
good mans gocN^es, and &therlie ^.difcretion, vfed 
tdwiudes me that one day, thall neuef outijTmy re- 
membrance all the dayes of my life. And for the 
lame caufe, haue I put it here, in this fmall record of 
learning. For next Gods prouidence, furely that day, 
was by that good fathers meanest Dies nataliSf to me, 
for the whole foundation of the poore learning I haue, 
and of all the furderance, that hetherto elfe where I 
haue obteyncd. 
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This his goodnes flood not flill in one or two, but 
flowed aboundantlie ouer all that CoUedge, and brake 
out alfo to norifhe good wittes in eueiy part of that 
vniueriitie: whereby, at this departing tiience, he left 
foch a companie of fellowes and fcholers in S. lohnes 
CoUedge, as can fcarfe be found now in fome whole 
vniueriitie : which, either for diuinitie, on the one fide 
or other, or for Ciuill feruice to their Prince and con- 
trie, haue bene, and are yet to this day, notable orna- 
ments to this whole Realme: Yea S. lohnes did then 
fo florifh, as Trinitie college, that Princelie houfe now, 
at the firfl erection, was but Colania deduHa out of S. 
JoJmeSyTLOt onelie for their Mafler, fellowes, and fcholers, 
but alfo, which is more, for their whole, both order of 
learning, and difdpline of maners: and yet to this day, 
it neuer tooke Mailer but fuch as was bred vp before 
in S, lohnes \ doing the dewtie of a good Colonia to 
her MetropolU^ as the aimcient Cities of Grece and 
fome yet in Italie, at this day, are accuflomed to do. 

S. lohnes floode in this flate, vntill thofe heuie 
tymes, and that greuous change that chanced. An. 
1553. whan mo perfite fcholers were difperfed from 
thence in one moneth, than many yeares can reare vp 
againe. For, whan Aper de Sylua had FaaLSa 
pafTed the feas, and fisdlned his foote agame in England, 
not onely the two faire groues of learning in England 
were eyther cut vp, by the roote, or troden downe to 
the ground and wholie went to wracke, but the yong 
fpring there, and eaerie where elfe, was pitifuUie nipt 
and ouertroden by very beafles, and alfo the fairefl 
flanders of all, were rooted vp, and cafl into the fire, 
to the great weakening euen at this day of Chrifles 
Chirch in England, both for Religion and learning. 

And what good could chance than to the vni- 
uerfities, whan fom of the greatefl, though not of 
the wifefl nor befl learned, nor bed men neither of 
that fide, did labor to perfwade, that ignorance was \ 
better than knowledge, which they ment, nor for the \ 
kiitie onelie, but alfo for the greatefl rable of theif \ 
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fpiritualitie, what other pretenfe openlie fo euer they 
made: and therefore did fom of them atCambrige 
(whom I win not name openlie,) caufe hedge priefles 
fette oute of the contrie, to be made fellowes in the 
vniuerGtie: laying, in their talke priuilie, and declar- 
ing by their deedes openlie, that he was, felow good 
enough for their tyme, if he could were a gowne and 
a tipet cumHe, and haue hys crowne (home faire and 
roundlie, and could tume his PortreiTe and pie readilie : 
whiche I fpeake not to reproue any order either of 
apparell, or other dewtie, that may be well and indif- 
ferentlie vfed, but to note the miferie of that time, 
■\ whan the benefites prouided for learning were fo fowlie 
\ mifufed. And what was the frute of this feade? Verely, 
^"lud^ement in doctrine was wholy altered: order in 
difapline very fore changed : the loue of good learning, 
b^;an fodenly to wax cold : the knowledge of the 
tonges (in fpite of fome that therein had florifhed) 
was manifeilly contemned : and fo, ye way of right 
fludie purpofely peruerted: the choice of good authors 
of mallice confownded. Olde fophiftrie (I lay not 
well) not olde, but that new rotten fophiftrie began to 
bouxi and (holder logicke in her owne tong: yea, I 
know, that heades were caft together, and counfeU 
deuifed, that Duns^ with all the rable of barbarous 
queftioniftes, (hould haue difpofle(red of their place 
'i and rowmes, AriftaiU^ Pktto^ TuUie^ and DemoflheneSy 
^hen good M, Redman^ and thofe two worthy (larres 
of that vniuerfitie, M* Cheke^ and M. Smithy with their 
fcholers, had brought to flori(he as notable in Cam- 
AriMUuua, bri^c, as euer they did in Grece and in 
cSrm Itame: and for the doctrine of thofe fowre, 

DtmcltL the fowre pillers of learning, Cambri^e 

than geuing place to no vniu^tie, neither m 
France, Spainb, Germanic, nor Italic. Alfo in out- 
ward behauiour, than began (implicitie in apparell, to 
be layd a(ide. X>>urtlie galantnes to be. tsiken vp: 
frugahtie in diet was piuately mifliked: Towne going 
shotiog. to good cheare openly vfed: honeftpaf- 
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times, ioyned with labor, left of in the fieldes : vnthrifty 
and idle games haunted comers, and occupied the 
nightes: contention in youth, nowhere for learning: 
factions in the elders euery where for trifles : All whidi 
miferies at length, by Gods prouidence, had their end 
16. Nouemb, 1558. Since which tyme, th^ yong fpring 
hath (hot vp fo faire, as now there be in Cambrige 
againe, many goodly plantes (as did well appeare at 
the Queenes Maiefties late being there) which are 
like to grow to mightie great timber, to the honor of 
learning, and great good of their contrie, if they may 
(land their tyme, as the bed plantes there were wont 
to do : and if fom old dotterell trees, with (landing ouer 
nie them, and dropping vpon them, do not eithei 
hinder, or crooke their growing, wherein my feare is 
ye lelTe, feing fo worthie a luftice of an Oyre hath the 
prefent oueriight of that whole chace, who was him- 
felfe fomtym, in the faired fpring that euer was there 
of learning, one of the forwsirdeft yong-plantes, in all 
that worthy CoU^e of S. Jtohnesx who now by grace 
is growne to foch greatne(re, as, in the temperate and 
quiet (hade of his wifdome, next the prouidence of 
God, and goodnes of one, in theis our daies, Rd^ 
for (inceritie, lUera for order and aduauncement, 
Respub. for happie and quiet gouemment, haue to 
great rejoy(ing of all gocnd men, fpeciallie repofed 
diem felues. 

Now to retume to that Queftion, whether one, a 
few, many or all, are to be followed, my aunfwere 
(halbe (hort: All, for him that is de(irous to know all: 
yea, the word of all, as Quedionides, and all the bar- 
barous nation of fcholemen, helpe for one or other 
condderation : But in euerie feparate kinde of learn- 
ing and dudie, by it felfe, ye mud follow, chofelie a 
few, and chieflie fome one, and that namelie in our 
fchole of eloquence, either for penne or talke. And 
as in portracture and paintyng wife men chofe not that 
workman, that can onelie make a (aire hand, or a well 
(acioned legge, but foch [a] one, as can fumi(h vp fullie. 
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all the fetures of the whole body, of a man, woman 
and child: and with all is able to, by good (kill, to 
giue to euerie one of thefe three, in their proper kinde, 
die right forme, the trew figure, the naturall color, that 
is fit and dew, to the dignitie of a man, to the bewtie 
of a woman, to the fweetnes of a yong babe: euen 
likewife, do we feeke foch one in our fdiole to folow, 
who is able alwayes, in all matters, to teach plainlie, 
to delite pleaiantlie, and to caiy away b^ force of wife 
talke, all that ihall heare or reade him: and is fo 
excellent in deed, as witte is able, or wifhe can hope, 
to attaine vnto: And this not onelie to feme in the 
Latin or Greke tong, but alfo in our own Englilh 
language. But yet, bicaufe the prouidence of God 
hath Idt^vnto vs in no other tong, iaue onelie in the 
Greke and Latin tong, the trew preceptes, and perfite 
e^mmples of eloquence, therefore mufl we feeke in the 
Authors onelie of thofe two tonges, the trewe Pateme 
of Eloquence, if in any other mother tongue we looke 
to attaine, eidier to perfit vtterance of it our felues, or 
lldlfull iudgement of it in others. 

And now to know, what Author doth medle onelie 
with fome one peece and member of eloquence, anc^ 
who doth periitelie make vp the whole bodie, I wil» 
declare, as I can call to remembrance the goodlie 
talke, that I haue had oftentymes, of the trew differ- 
ence of Authors, with that lentleman of worthie 
memorie, my dearefl frend, and teacher of all the 
litle poorc learning I haue, Syr Io?m Chdke. 

The trew difference of Authors is bed knowne, per 
diuerfa genera diundiy that euerie one vfed. And there- 
fore here I will deuide genus dicendi^ not into thefe 
three, Tenut^ medioerh^ et grande^ but as the matter of 
euerie Author requireth, as 

Poeticum. 

, _ , HiJIoricum. 

in Genus < „/., ^^.. 

Oratorium^ 
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Thefe diflferre one from an other, in choice of wordes, 
in fram3mg of Sentences, in handling of Argumentes, 
and vfe of right forme, figure, and number, proper and 
fitte for euerie matter, and euerie one of thefe is diuerfe 
alfo in it felfe, as &e firit 

Comicunu 

. . Tragicum. 
Foeitcum. %n < ^ . 

Epicutn. 

Mdicunu 

And here, who foeuer hath bene diligent to read 
aduifedlie ouer, Terefice^ Seneca^ Virgil^ Horace^ or els 
Ariflophantts^ Saphodes^ Horner^ and Pindar^ and (hall 
diligently marke the difference they vfe, in proprietie 
of wordes, in forme of fentence, in handlyng of their 
matter, he (hall eafelie perceiue, what is fitte and 
decorum in euerie one, to the trew vfe of perfite 
Imitation. AVhan M. Watfon in S. lohns College at 
Cambrige wrote lus excellent Tragedie of Ahfalon^ M. 
Cheke^ he and I, for that part of trew Imitation, had 
many pleaiant talkes togither, in comparing the pre- 
ceptes of Ariftotte and Horace de Arte FoeticOy with 
the examples of Euripides^ Sophocles^ and Seneca, Few 
men, in writyng of Tragedies in our dayes, haue (hot at 
this marke. ^me in England^ moe in France^ Ger- 
manie^ and Italie^ alfo haue written Tragedies in our 
tyme: of the which, not one I am fure is able to abyde 
the trew touch of Arijlotles preceptes, and Euripides 
examples, laue onely two, that euer I ikw, M. Watfotis 
Abfalon^ and Georgius Buckcmanus lephihe. One man 
in Cambrige, well liked of many, but bed liked of him 
felfe, was many tymes bold and bufie, to bryng matters 
vpon ftages, which he called Tragedies. In one, 
wherby he looked to wynne his fpurres, and whereat 
many ignorant felowes fall clapped their handes, he 
began die Froiafis with jyochosijs 0ihnarij5\ which 
kinde of verfe, as it is but feldome and rare in Trage- 
dies, fo is it neuer vfed, iaue onelie in Epitafii whan 
the Tragedie is hied and hotefl, and full of greatefl 



\ 
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troubles. I remember ful well what M. Watfon merelie 
iayd vnto me of his blindnefle and boldnes in that 
behalfe although otherwife, there pafled much frendlhip 
betwenethem. ^^f^i^^ had an other maner [of] cafe 
of perfection, with a feare and reuerenceof theiudgement 
of the bed learned : Who to this day would neuer fuffer, 

/ yet his Abfahn to go abroad, and that onelie, biouife, 
m locis paribus^ Anapeftus is twife or thrife'vfed in (lede 

\ of Iambus, A final ^ulte, and fuch [a] one, as perchance 
would neuer be marked, no neither in lialie nor Jrance. 
This I write, not fo much, to note the firfl, or praife 
the lad, as to leaue in memorie of writing, for good 
example to poileritie, what perfection, in any tyme, was, 
mod diligentlie foughf for in^Ee maner, in all kinde 
of leamyng, in that mod worthie Collie of S. lohns 
in Cambrige. 

DiaricL 

AnnaUs. 

Commmiarios, 

luflam Hiftariam, 

For what proprietie in wordes, fimplidtie in fentences^ 
plainnede and light, is cumelie for thefe kindes, Qefar 
and Liuie^ for die two lad, are perfite examples of 
Imitation : And for the two fird, the old patemes be lod, 
and as for fome that be prefent and of late tyme, they 
be fitter to be read once for fome pleafure, than oft to 
be perfuedi for any good Imitation of them. 

( in Sermonem^ as qffida 
PhUofophiaim in\ Cicet Eth. Ari/L 

\ CantetUumem, 

As, the Dialoges of Plato^ Xenophon^ and Ciarox of 
which kinde of leamyng, and right Imitation tfacax>f, 
Carolus Sigonius hath written of late, bodi leamedlie 
and doquentlie: but bed of all my frende loan. Stur- 
mius in hys Commentaries vpon Gorgias Flaianis^ 
which booke I haue in writyng, and is not yet fet out 
in Print 



Histmicum in 
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/ HumiU. 
Oratorium in < Mediocre 
* V Sublime. 

Examples of thefe three, in the Greke tong, be plenti- 
ful! and perfite, as LydaSy Ifocraies^ and Demofthenesi 
and all three, in ont^QDemoJihenes^ in diuerfe orations as 
mmtra OHtnpiodorum^ inLeptinem^ etpro Ctefiphante* And 
trew it is, that Hermcgenes writeth oi Demoflhenes^ that 
all formes of Eloquence be perfite in him. In Ciceroes 
Orations, Medium etfublime be mod excellentlie hand- 
led, but Humile in his Orations is feldome fene. Yet 
neuerthelefle in other bookes, as in fome part of his 
offices, and fpecially in PartiHonibus^ he is comparable 
in hoc humili et difcipiinabiii generCy euen with die befl 
that euer wrote in Grdie. But of Cicero more iiillie in 
fitter place. And thus, the trew difference of fliles, 
in euerie Author, and euerie kinde of leamyng may 
eafelie be knowne by this diuifion. 

Poeticum. 



in Genus 



Hijloricum, 

PhUofophicum. 

Oratorium. 

Which I thought in this place to touch onelie, not 
to profecute at laige, bicaufe, God willyng, in the Latin 
tong, I will fullie handle it, in my booke de Imitatione. 

Now, to touch more particularlie, which of thofe 
Authors, that be now mofl commonlie in mens handes, 
will fone affourd you fome peece of Eloquence, and 
what maner a peece of eloquence, and what is to be 
liked and folowed, and what to be mifliked and 
efchewed in them : and how fome agayne will fumiih 
you fully withall, rightly, and wifely confidered, fom- 
what I will write as I haue heard Syr John Chcke many 
tjnnes lay. \ 

The Latin tong, concerning any part of purenefTe of \ 
it, from the fpring, to the decay of the fame, did not 
endure moch longer, than is the life of a well aged man. 
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fcarfe one hundred yeares from the tyme of the lad 
Scipio Africanus and LaliuSy to the Empire oiAtiguJlus, 
And it is notable, that Vdlius Faterculus writeth of 
Tulliey how that the perfection of eloquence did fo 
remayne onelie in him and in his time, as before him, 
were few, which might moch delight a man, or after 
him any, worthy admiration, but foch as Tullie might 
haue feene, and fuch as might haue feene Jktllie, And 
good caufe why : for no perfection is durable. En- 
creafe hath a time, and decay likewife, but all periit 
ripeneife reroaineth but a moment : as is plainly feen 
in fruits, plummes and cherries \' but more fenfibly in 
flowers, as Rofes and fuch like, and yet as trewlie in 
all greater matters. For what naturallie, can go no 
hier, mud naturallie yeld and (loupe againe. 

Of this (hort tyme of any purenefle of the Latin tong, 
for the firfl fortie yeare of it, and all the tyme before, 
we haue no peece of learning left, faue Flautus and 
Teretue^ with a litle rude vnperfit pamflet of the elder 
Cato, And as for Flautus^ except the fcholemaRei 
be able to make wife and ware choice, fird in proprietie 
of wordes, than in framing of Phrafes and fentences, 
and chieflie in choice of Jionellie of matter, your fcholer 
were better to play, then leame all that is in him. But 
furelie, if iudgement for the tong, and direction for the 
maners, be wifely ioyned with the diligent reading of 
FlautuSy than trewlie FlautuSy for that purenefle of the 
Latin tong in Rome, whan Rome did mod floridi in 
wel doing, and fo thereby, in well fpeaking alfo, is foch a 
plentifuU doreho[u]fe, for common eloquence, in meane 
matters, and all priuate mens afiaires, as the Latin tong, 
for that refpect, hath not the like aga3me. ^Vhan I 
remember the worthy tyme of Rome, wherein Flautus 
did Hue, I mud nedes honor the talke of that tyme, 
which we fee Flautus doth vfe. 

Terence is alfo a dorehoufe of the fame tong, for an 
other tyme, following foone after, and although he be 
not fo full and plentiful as Flautus is, for multitude of 
matters, and diuerfitie of wordes, yet his wordes, be 
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chofen fo purelie, placed fo orderly, and all his fluffe 
fo neetlie packed vp, and wittely compaffed in euerie 
place, as, by all wife mens iudgement, he is counted 
the cunninger workeman, and to haue his fhop, for the 
rowme that is in it, more finely appointed, and trimlier 
ordered, than Plauttis is. 

Three thinges chiefly, both in Platttus and Terence^ 
are to be fpecially confidered The matter, the vtter- 
ance, the words, the meter. The matter in both, isi 
altogether within the compafle of the meaneft mens) 
maners, and doth not flretch to any thing of any great | 
weight at all, but llandeth chiefly in vtteryng thei 
thoughtes and conditions of hard fathers, foolifh] 
mothers, vnthrifty yong men, craftie feruantes, fotle \ 
bawdes, and \^ilie harlots, and fo, is moch fpent, in ' 
finding out fine fetches, and packing vp pelting matters, 
foch as in London commonlie cum to the hearing of 
the Mafters of Bridewell Here is bale ftuffe for that 
fcholer, that (hould be cum hereafter, cither a good 
miniiler in Religion, or a Ciuill lentleman in feruice 
of his Prince and contrie: except the preacher* do 
know foch matters to confute them, whan ignorance 
furelie in all foch thinges were better for a Ciuill 
lentleman, than knowledge. And thus, for matter^ 
both Flautus and Terence^ be like meane painters, that 
worke by halfes, and be cunning onelie, in making the 
worfl part of the picture, as if one were (kilfuU in / 
painting the bodie of a naked perfon, from the nauell 
downward, but nothing elfe. 

For woid and fpeach, Flautus is more plentifully and 
7ermcs more pure and proper : And for one refpect, 
Terence is to be embraced aboue all that euer wrote in 
hys kinde of argument : Bicaufe it is well known, by 
good recoide of beaming, and that by Cueroes owne 
witnes that fome Comedies bearyng Terence name, 
were written by worthy Scipio^ and wife Lcelius^ and 
namely Heauton : and Adeiphi, And therefore as oft 
as I reade thofe Comedies, fo oft doth found in m3me 
eare, the pure fine talke of Rome, which was vfed by 
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the floure of the worthiefi nobilitie that euer Rome 

bred. Let the wifefl man, and bed learned that liueth, 

read aduifedlie ouer, the fird fcene of Heautarij and the 

firft fcene of Ade^hi^ and let him confideratlie iudge, 

whether it is the talke of a feruile ilranger borne, or 

rather euen that milde eloquent wife fpeach, which 

Ciaro in Brutus doth fo liuely exprefle in Laiius, And 

yet neuerthelefle, in all this good proprietie of wordes, 

and purenefTe of phrafes which be in Terence^ ye mufl 

npt follow him alwayes in placing of them, bicaufe for 

^^he meter fake, fome wordes in him, fomtyme, be 

' driuen awrie, which require a flraighter placing in 

plaine profe, if ye will forme, as I would ye fhould do, 

your fpeach and writing, to that excellent perfitneiFe, 

\ which was onely in JliSie^ or onelie in TuUies tyme. 

/ The meter and verfe of Piautus and Terence be verie 

' meane, and not to be followed : which is not their 

reproch, but the fault of the tyine, wherein they Avrote, 

/ whan no kinde of Poetrie, in the Latin tong, was brought 

^ to perfection, as doth well appeare in the fragmentes of 

£nnius, Ceri/iuSj and others, and euiden[t]lie in Plautus 

and Terence^ if Uiies in Latin be compared with right 

fkil, with Homer ^ Euripides^ Arifiophtmes^ and other in 

Greeke of like fort Cicero him felfe doth complaine 

of this vnperfitnes, but more plainly QuintiHan^ ^yisgy 

in Conutdia maximi claudicamus^ et vix leuem confc' 

qvimur vmbram : and mod eamedly of all Horace in 

Arte PoeticOy which he doth namely propter carmen 

lambicumy and referreth all good dudentes herein to 

the Imitation of the Greeke tong, laying. 

Exemplaria Graca 
noituma verfate manu^ verfcUe diuma» 

This matter maketh me gladly remember,, my fweete 
tyme fpent at Cambrige, and the pleafant talke which 
I had oft with M. Cheke, and M. Wat/on, of this fistult, 
not onely in the olde Latin Poets, but alfo in^our new 
Englifh Rymers at this day. They wifhed as Vir^ 
and Horace were not wedded to follow the faultes of 
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former fathers (a ihrewd manage in greater matters) 
but by right Imitaiion of the perfit Grecians, had 
brought Poetrie to petfitneife alfo in the Latin tong, , 
that we £ngli(hmen likewife would acknowledge and 
vnderfland rightfully our rude beggerly ryming, brought 
firil into Italie by Gothes and HunneSy whan all good 
verfes and all good learning to, were dellroyd by 
Uiem : and after caiyed into France and Germanie : 
and at lad receyued into England by men of excellent 
wit in deede, but of iinall learning, and lefle iudge- 
ment in that behalfe. 

But now, when men know the difference, and haue 
the examples, both of the bed, and of the word, furelie, 
to follow rather the Gothes in Ryming, than the Greekes 
in trew veiUfiyng, were euen to eate ackomes with 
fwyne, when we may freely eate wheate bread emonges \ 
men« In deede, Chaufer^ Th, Norian^ of Bridow, my 
L. of Surrey, M. Wiai, Th. Phaer, and other lende- 
man, in tranflating Ouide^ Palingenius dcadrSenua^ haue 
gonne as farre to their great piaife, as the copie they 
followed could caiy them, but, if foch good wittes, and 
forward diligence, had bene directed to follow the bed 
examples, and not haue bene caiyed by tyme and\ 



cudome, to content themfelues with that barbarous 
and rude R3rming, emonges their other worthy praifes, 
which they haue iudly dderued, this had not bene the 
lead, to be counted emonges men of learning and (kill, 
more like vnto the Grecians, than vnto the Gothians, 
in handling of their verfe. 

In deed, our Englidi tong, hauing in vfe chiefly, 
wordes of^^nc-fyUable which commonly be long, doth 
not wd l receiue the nature^^ Carmenr~Heroicumy 
^AcaxS&^ddnyluSy the apted foote for that verfe, con- 
teining one long and two (hort, is feldom therefore 
found in Englifh: and doth alfo rather dumble than 
(land vpon Monafyllabis. QuiniiHan in hys learned 
Chapiter de Comfofitume^ geueth this leffon J3% 
de MonafyllabiSy before me: and in the fame place 
doth ludlie inuey againd all Ryming, if there be any, 

K 
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/ who be angiie with me, for mifliking of Ryming, may 
be angiy for company to, with QuinHlian alfo, for the 
fame thing: And yet Quintiiian had not fo iuH caufe 
to miflike of it than, as men haue at this day. 
And although Carmen Exametrum doth rather trotte 
-- and hoble, than runne fmothly in our Englifh tong, 

/yet I am fure, our Englifh tong will receiue carmen 
C_ lambicum as naturallie, as either Grehe or Latin, But 
for ignorance, men can not like, and for idlenes, men 
will not labor, to cum to any poiitnes at alL For, as 
the worthie Poetes in Athens and Rome^ were more 
carefuU to iatiffie the iudgement of one learned, than 
ralhe in pleating the humor of a rude multitude, euen 
fo if men in England now, had the like reuerend 
regard to learning (kill and iudgement, and durfl not 
prefume to write, except they came with the like 
leamyng, and alfo did vfe like diligence, in fearchyng 
out, not onelie iufl meafure in euerie meter, as euerie 
ignorant perfon may eafely do» but alfo trew quantitie 
in eueiy foote and iillable, as onelie the learned fhalbe 
^ble jQ^o, and as the Grekes and Romanes were wont 
to do, furelie than raih ignorant heads, which now can 
eafely recken vp fourtea iillabes, and eafelie flumble 
on euery Ryme, either duril not, for lacke of fuch 
leamyng : or els would not, in auoyding fuch labor, be fo 
^tST bulie, as euerie where they be : andfhoppes 
in London fhould not be fo full of lewd and rude 
rymes, as commonlie they are. But now, the ripeft of 
tonge, be readied to write: And many dayly in fetting 
out bookes and bal[l]ett^jnake great fhew of bloifomes 
and'Buddes, in whom is neither, roote of learning, nor 
frute of wifedome at all Some that make Chaucer in 
Englifh and Petrarch in Italian^ their Gods in verfes, 
and yet be not able to make trew difference, what is a 

) fault, and what is a iufl piayfe, in thofe two worthie 

1 wittes, will moch miflike this my writyng. But fiich 
men be euen like followers of Chaucer and Fetrarke^ 
as one here in England did folow Syr Tho. Morex 
who, being mofl vnlike vnto him, in wit and leamyng, 
neuerthdes in wearing his gowne awiye vpon the one 
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fhoulder, as Syr Tho. More was wont to do, would 
nedes be counted lyke vnto him. 

lliis miflikyngof Ryming, beginneth not now of any 
newfangle fingularitie, but hath bene long mifliked of 
many, and that of men, of greatedleamyng, and deep- 
eft iudgement And foch, that defend it, do fo, either ) 
for lacke of knowledge what is beft, or els of verie 
enuie, that any (hould performe that in leamyng, 
whereunto they, as I iayd before, either for ignorance, 
can not, or for idlenes will not, labor to attaine vnto. . \ 

And you that prayfe this Ryming, bicaufe ye nefther 
haue reafon, why to like it, nor can (hew learning to 
defend it, yet I will helpe you, with the authoritie of 
the oldeft and leamedft tyme. In Grece^ whan 
Poetrie was euen as the hieft pitch of perfitnes, one 
Simmias Rhodius of a certaine dngularitie wrote a booke 
in ryming Grckt verfes, naming it c^v, conteyning the 
fable, how Jupiter in likenes of a fwan, gat that egge 
vpon Leda^ whereof came Cq/lor^ Pollux and faire 
\Ii'^ena. This booke was fo Uked, that it had few to 
read it, but none to folow it: But was prefentlie con- 
temned: and fone after, both Author and booke, fo 
forgotten by men, and confumed by tyme, as fcarce 
the name of either is kept in memorie of leamyng: 
And the like folie was neuer folowed of any, many* . ^ 
hondred yeares after vntill ye Hunnes and GothianSy ^^ 
and other barbarous nations, of ignorance and rude; '^ 
(ingularitie, did reuiue the iame folie agayne. -^ 

The noble Lord Th. Earle of Surrey, |»»« ^aric of 
firft of all Englifli men, in tranilating the ^^^^ 
fourth booke of Vir;gili\ and Gonfaluo P*nz, 
Feriz that excellent learned man, and Secretarie to 
kyng Philip of Spaine^ in tranilating the Vliffes of 
Homer out of Greke into Spani/h^ haue both, by good 
iudgement, auoyded^the fault of. Ryming, yet neither 
of them hath fullie hit[t]e perfite and trew veriifying. In 
deed, they obferue iufl number, and euen feete: but 
here is the fault, that their feete: be feete without 
ioyntes, that is to fay, not diftinct by trew quantitie of 



148 Thefecond booke teachyng 

fillabes : And fo, foch feete, be but Qumme [benummed] 
(leete: and be, euen as vnfitte for a verfe to tume ana 
runne roundly withall, as feete of bralfe or wood be vn- 
weeldie to go well withaU. And as a foote of wood, 
is a plaine (hew of a manifeft maime, euen fo feete, in 
our Englifh verfifing, without quantitie and ioyntes, be 
fine lignes, that the verfe is either, borne deformed, 
vnnatmall and lame, and fo verie vnfeemlie to looke 
vpon, except to men that be gogle eyed them felues. 

The fpying of this fault now is not the curioiitie of 
Englifh eyes, but euen the good iudgement alfo of the 
bell that write in thefe dayes in Iialie\ and namelie * 
Stmtt Feiieg ^^ ^^ worthie Smrft Felice FtgHncd^ who, 
FiiHueeu writyng vpon Ari/iotles Ethickes fo excel- 
lendie in Italian^ as neuer did yet any one in myne 
opinion either in Greke oxLatin^ amongeft other th^ges 
doth mod eamefUie inuey agaynft the rude rymmg of 
verfes in that tong: And whan foeuer he expreifed 
Arifloiles preceptes, with any example, out of Homer 
or Euripides^ he tranflateth them, not after the Rymes 
of Petrarke^ but into foch kinde of perfite verfe, with 
like feete and quantitie of fillabes, as he found them 
before in the Greke tonge: exhortyng eamefllie all 
the Italian nation, to leaue of their rude barbariouf- 
nefTe in ryming, and folow diligently the excellent Grd^e 
and Latin examples, in trew verfifiyng. 

And you, that be able to vnderfland no more, then 
ye finde in the Italian tong: and neuer went farder 
than the fchole of Petrarke and Ariqftus abroad, or 
els of Chaucer at home, though you haue pleafure to 
wander blindlie flill in ygurfqule wroiigjKay, enuie not 
others, that feeke, as wife men haue done before them, 
the fairefl and rightefl way: or els, befide the iufl 
reproch of malice, wifemen fhall trewlie iudge, that you 
do fo, as I haue fayd and fa^ yet agayne vnto you, 
bicaufe, either, for idlenes ye will not, or for ignorance 
ye can not, cum by no better your felfe. 

And therfore euen as Vir^l and Horace defenie 
mofl worthie prayfe, that they fpying the vnperfitnes in 
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Ennius and Plautus^ by trew Imitation oi Homer and 
EuripidcSy brought Poetrie to the fame perfitnes in 
Latin^ as it was in Gnke^ euen fo thofe, that by the 
fame way would benefite their tong and contrey, defenie 
rather thankes than difprayfe in diat behalfe. 

And I reioyce, that euen poore England preuented 
ItalUy firfl in fpying out, than in feekyng to amend this 
fault in leamyng. 

And here, for my pleafure I purpofe a lide, by the 
way, to play and iborte with my Mafter 7\dly\ from 
whom commonlie I am neuer wont to diflent He 
him felfe, for this point of leamyng, in his verfes doth 
halt a lide by his leaue. He could not denie it, if he 
were aliue, nor thofe defend hym now that loue him 
bed. Th^ fault I lay to his charge: bicaufe once it 
pleafed him, though fomwhat merelie, yet .p^jj.^ ^ .^ 
oueruncurteflie, to rayle vpon poore £ng- againuEns-^ 
land, obiecting both, extreme beggerie, and ^^ 
mere barbarioufhes vnto it, writyng thus vnto his frend 
Atticusi There is not one fcruple of filuer xd Att Lib. 
in that whole lile, or any one that knoweth i^- ^p- ^^ 
either leamyng or letter. 

But now inaller Cicav^ bleifed be God, and his 
fonne lefus Chrift, whom you neuer knew, except it 
were as it pleafed him to lighten you by fome fhadow, 
as couerdie in one place ye confefle faying: Veritatis 
tantum vmbram confedamury as your Mafler Offic. 
Plato did before you: bleffed be God, I fay, that fixten 
hundred yeare after you were dead and gone, it may 
trewly be fayd, that for filuer, there is more cumlie plate, ■ 
in one Citie of England, than is in foure of the proudefl ^^ ^ ' 
Cides in all lialUy and take Rome for one of them. 
And for leamyng, befide the knowledge of all leamed 
tongs and libeiall fdences, euen your owne bookes 
Cicero^ be as well read, and your excellent eloquence 
is as well liked and loued, and as trewlie folowed in 
England at this day, as it is now, or euer was, fence 
your owne tyme, in any place oiltalU either zXArpinum^ 
where ye were borne, or els at Rome where yc were 
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brought vp. And a lide to brag with you Cicero^ idiere 
you your fdfe, by your leaue, halted in fome point of 
leamyng in your owne tong, many in England at this day 
go (Insight vp, both in trewe (kill, and right doing therein. 

This I write, not to reprehend 7M«f, whom, aboue 
all other, I like and loue. bed, but to excufe Terence^ 
becaufe in his tyme, and a good while after, Poetrie 
was neuer perfited in Latin^ vntill by trew Imitation of 
the Grecians, it was at length brought to perfection: 
And alfo thereby to exhorte the goodlie wittes of Eng- 
land, which apte by nature, and willing by de(ire, geue 
them felues to Poetrie, that they, righdy vnderftsuiding 
the barbarous bringing in of Rymes, would labor, as 
Vir^ and Horace did in Latin, to make perfit alfo 
this point of learning, in our Englifh tong. 

And thus much for Plautus and Terence^ for matter, 
tong, and meter, what is to be followed, and what to 
be exchewed in them. 

After Flautus and Terence^ no writing remayneth 
vntill ThiUies tyme, except a fewe (hort fragmentes of 
Z. Craffus excellent wit, here and there recited of 
Cicero for example (ake, whereby the louers of leamyng 
may the more lament the lolTe of foch a worthie witte. 

And although the Latin tong did ^e blome and 
bloffome in Z. Craffus^ and M. Antonius^ yet in DtUies 
tyine onely, and in TuUie himfelfe chi^ie, was the 
Latin tong fullie ripe, and growne to the hieft pitch of 
all perfection; 
C And yet in the (ame tyme, it began to fade and (loupe, 
Tuilie him felfe, in Brutus de Claris Oratoribus^ with 
weeping wordes doth witneffe. 

^d bicaufe, emong[e]fl them of that tyme, there was 
fome difference, good reafon is, that of them of that 
tyme, (hould be made right choice alfo. And yet let 
tiie bed Ciceronian in Italie read Thllies familiar epid- 
les aduifedly ouer, and I beleue he (hall finde finall 
difference, for the Latin tong, either in propriety of 
wordes or framing of the (lile, betwixt Ihliie^ and thofe 
that write vnto him. As Ser. SuIpitiiiSj A. Cednna, 
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M, CaliSy M, d D, Bruti^ A, PoUiay Z. Planais^ and 
diuerfe other : read the epiftJes ofL,Fiancus Epi Pianci x. 
in X. Lib, and for an aflay, that Epiftle ub-Eputs. 
namely to the C&[n\ff. and whole SenaUy the eight Epiftle 
in number, and what could be, eyther more eloquentlie, 
or more wifelie written, yea by JUUie himfelfe, a man 
may iuflly doubt Thies men and IMlie^ liu€>d all in 
one tyme, were like in authoritie, not vnlike in learning 
and ftudie, which might be iuft caufes of this their 
equalitie in writing: And yet furely, they neyther were 
in deed, nor yet were counted in mens opinions, equall 
with jidlie in that facultie. And how is the difference 
hid in his EpifUes ? verelie, as the cunning of an expert 
Seaman, in a faire calme fre(h Ryuer, doth litle differ 
from the doing of a meaner workman therein, euen fo, 
in the fhort cut of a priuate letter, where, matter is 
common, wordes ealie, and order not modi diuerfe, 
finall (hew of difference can appeare. But where 7\tUu\ 
doth fet vp his iaile of eloquence, in fome broad deep 
Alignment, caried with full tyde and winde, of his witte 
and leamyng, all other may rather (land and looke after 
him, than hope to ouertake him, what courfe fo euer . 
he hold, either in faire or foule. Foure men one^ 
whan the Latin tong was full ripe, be left vnto vs, who 
in that tyme did florifh, and did leaue to poileritie, the 
fruite of their witte and learning: VarrOy Salujl^ Cafdr^ 
and Ciaro. Whan I lay, thefe foure onely, I am not 
ignorant, that euen in die fame tyme, mod excellent 
(^ Poetes, deferuing well of the Latin tong, as Lucretius^ 

CatuUuSy VirgiUy and Horace^ did write: But, bicaufe, 
in this Utle booke, I purpofe to teach a yong fcholer, 
to go, not to daunce: to fpeake, not to fmg, (whan 
Poetes in deed, namelie E^d and Lyridj as Siefe be, 
are fine dauncers, and trime fingers,) but Oratares and 
Histaridy be thofe cumlie goers, and faire and wife 
fpeakers, of whom I wifhe my fcholer to wayte vpon 
firil, and after in good order, and dew tyme, to be 
brought forth, to the finging and dauncing fchole: 
And for this confideration, do I name thefe fotire, to 
be the onelie writers of that tyme. 
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IT Varro. 

ymrr*. VoTTOy in his bookes de lingua Latina, d 

Analog as thefe be left mangled and patched vnto vs, 
doth not enter there in to any great depth of eloquence, 
but as one caried in a finall low veffell him felfe verie 
nie the common fhore, not much vnlike the fifher men 
of Rye, and Hering men of Yannouth. AVho deferue 
by common mens opinion, (mall commendacion, for 
any cunning la[y]ling at all, yet neuertheles in diofe 
bookes of Varro gQod..^d_necd&rie flufiie, for that 
meane kinde of Aigument, be verie well and leamedlie 
gathered togither. 

De Rep. Hjs bookes-o f Hufbandrie . are moch to 

'^ja'facM, be ^garded, and diligentlie to be read, not 

onelie for the proprietie, but alfo for the pl^^ntie of good 
wordes, in all contrey and hulbandmens afiaires : which 
can not be had, by fo good authoritie, out of any other 
Author, either of fo good a t3mie, or of fo great leamyng, 
as out of Varro, And yet bicaufe, he was fourfcore 
yeare old, whan he wrote thofe bookes, the forme of 
his flyle there compared with Jliliies writyng, is but 

r^uen the talke of a fpent old man : whofe wordes com- 
monlie fall out of his mouth, though verie wifelie, yet 
hardly and coldie, and more heauelie alfo, than fome 
eares can well beare, except onelie for age, and autho- 
rities fake. And perchance, in a rude contrey argu- 
ment, of purpofe and iudgement, he rather vfed, die 
fpeach of the contrey, than talke of the Citie. 

And fo, for matter lake, his wordes fometyme, be 
fomewhat rude : and by the imitation of the elder Caio^ 
old and out of vfe: And beyne depe flept in age, by 
n^ligence fome wordes do fo Mfcape and fall fh>m liim 
in thofe bookes, as be not worth the taking vp, by him, 
that is carefull to fpeak or write trew Latm, as (iiat 
lib. 9. Cqk L fentence in him, Romania in pace d rustids 
alebantur^ et in hdlo ab his tudpaniur. A good fludent 
mufl be therfore carefull and diligent, to read with 
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iudgement ouer euen thofe Authors, which did write in 
the moil perfite tyme: and let him not be affrayd to^ 
trie them, both in proprietie of wordes, and forme of 
ftyle, by the touch (lone of Cafar and Ckero^ whofe 
puritie was neuer foiled, no not by the fentence of thofe, . 
that loued them worft. — ^ 

All louers of leamyng may fore lament Tijeiou^of 
the lofie of thofe bookes of Varro^ which he Warroes 
wroteinhisyongandluftieyeares, with good ^^'^^ 
leyfure, and great leamyng of all partes of Philofophie : 
of the goodUeil aigumentes, perteyning both to the 
common wealth, and priuate life of man, as, de Ratione 
studijy et educandis liberisy which booke, is oft recited, 
and moch piayfed, in the fragmentes oiNaniuSy euen for 
authoritie lake. He wrote mod diligentlie and largelie, 
alfo die whole hiftorie of the (late oiRomex the m3rf- 
teries of their whole Religion : their lawes, cuftomes, 
and gouemement in peace: their maners, and whole 
difcipline in warre: And this is not my gelling, as one 
in deed that neuer (aw thofe bookes, but euen, the 
verie iudgement, and playne tedimonie of JUUie him 
felfe, who knew and read thofe bookes, in thefe wordes : 
JU atatem Fatria: lU drfcripHorus temporum: Tu 
facroruniy tu facer datum Jura: 2h doptesticanty tu bdli- 
cam dtfciplinam: lU fedem Rtgianumy lacoruMy tu 
omnium diuinarum humanarumque rerum \^ xcad. 
nominay generUy offiday caufas aperuiJlL etc Q««^ 

But tins great lode of VarrOy is a litle recompenfed 
by the happy comming oi Dionyfius Halicamafsceus to \ 
Rome in Auguftus dayes: who getting the poffeflion of 
Varros librarie, out of that treafure houfe of learning, 
did leaue vnto vs fome frute of Varros witte and dili- 
gence, I meane, his goodlie bookes de Antiquitatibus 
Romanorum. Varro was fo eftemed for his excellent 
leamyng, as Ikdlie him felfe had a reuerence to his 
iudgement in all douj^b]tes of leamyng. And Antonius 
lyiumuir^ his enemie, and of a contrarie cicadAtt 
faction, who had power to kill and bannith whom he 
lided, whan Varros name amonged others was brought 
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Li a fchedule vnto him, to be noted to death, he tooke 
his penne and wrote his wanant of iauegard with thefe 
mod goodlie wordes, Viuat Varro vir do^ifsimus. In 
later tyme, no man knew better: nor liked and loued 
more Varros leamyng; than did 51 Augu/iiney as they 
do well vnderiland, diat haue diligentlie read ouer h^ 
learned bookes de Ciuitate Dei\ Where he hath this 
mod notable fentence: Whan I fee, how much Varro 
wrote, I meniell much, that euer he had any leafure to 
read: and whan I perceiue how many thinges he read, 
I meruell more, that euer he had any leafure to write, 
etc 

And furelie, if Varros bookes had remained to pofteri- 
tie, as by Gods prouidence, the mod part of Tlilius 
did, than trewlie the Laiin tong might haue made good 
comparifon with the Greke. 

Saluste. 

SmhuL Salufty is a wife and worthy writer : but 

he requireth a learned Reader, and a right coniiderer 
of him. My deareft frend, and bed mailer that euer 1 
Svr loha ^^ or heard in learning, Syr/. Cheke^ foch 
Mt2»d c^ a man, as if I fliould liue to fee Engknd 
Sdffcvm^^ breed the like againe, I feare, I fhould 
KASahtsu, jjyg Qygy \on%y did once giue me a 

leiTon for Saluft^ which, as I (hall neuer foiget my 
felfe, fo is it worthy to be remembred of all thofe, 
that would cum to perfite iudgement of the Latin tong. 
He (aid, that Saluft was xiot v erie fi tte foryongjoen, 
to leame out of him, the puritie of theTiatih tong : 
becaufe, ^was not die pureft in proprietie of woid^ 
nor choifefljn aptnes of phrafes, nor the bell in fram- 
mgof fentences : and therefore is his writing, layd he 
neyther plaine for the matter, nor feniible for mens 
vnderilanding. And what is the caufe thereof^ Syr, 
quoth I. Verilie laid he, bicaufe in Salufi writing, is 
more Arte than nature, and more labor tim ^e: 
^incTin his labor alfo, to moch toyle, as it werer^tfi 
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an vncontented care to write better than he could, a 
fault common to very many men. And therefore he 
doth not exprefle the matter liuely and naturally with 
common fpeach as ye fee Xenophon doth in Greeke, 
but it is caried and driuen forth artificiallie, afce^to 
learned^ a forte, as JTiucydideSy doth in his orations.' 
Ai|^ow cummeth it to palTe, iayd I, that G^r and 
Ciceroes talke, is fo naturall and plaine, and Salujl 
writing fo ardficiall and darke, whan all they three 
liued in one tyme ? I will freelie tell you my fanfie 
herein, laid he : furely, Ctsfar and CicerOy befide a 
fmgular prerogatiue of naturall eloquence geuen vnto 
them by God, both two, by vfe of life, were ^ylie 
orators emonges the common people, and greatefl 
cotmcellers in the Senate hoTife : and therefore gaue 
themfelues to vfe foch fpeach as die meaneft fhould 
weUjOiderfland, and the wifeil bed allow : folowing 
jcaTefuUie that good councell oi AriJlotUiioqumdum vt 
multiy fapiendum vt paucL Salujl was no foch man, 
neyther for will to goodnes, nor (kill by learning : but . 
ill geuen by nature, and made worfe by bringing vp, 
fpent the mod part of his youth very miforderly in 
ryot and lechery. In the company of foch, who, neuer 
geuing iSxzyx mynde to honeil doyng, could neuer 
inure their tong to wife fpeaking. But at [ye] kfl cum- 
myng to better yeares, and b[ujying witte at the deareft 
hand, that is, by long experience of the hurt and fhamc 
that commeth of mifcheif, moued, by the councell of 
them that were wife, and caried by the example of foch 
as were good, firil fell to honellie of life, and after to 
the loue to (ludie and learning : and fo became fo new 
a man, that Cafar being dictator, made him Pretor in / 
Numidia where he abfent irom his contrie, and not | 
inured with the common talke of Rome, but fhut vp | 
in his iludie, and bent wholy to reading, did write the | 
florie of the Romanes, i^d for the better accom- 
' plu\iing of the lame, he re[a]d CiUo and Fifo in Latin 
for gathering of matter and troth : and Jhucydides in 
Greeke for the order of his florie, and fumilhing of his 
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ftyle. Cato (as his tyme required) had more troth foi 
the matter, than eloquence for the flyle. And fo 
Salujl^ by gathering troth out of CatOy imelleth moch 
of the roughnes of his (lyle : euen as a man that eateth 
garlike for helth, (hall caiy away with him the iauor of 
it alfo, whether he will or not And yet the vfe of old 
wordes is not the greateil caufe oiScUuJles [his] roughnes 
and darkneffe : There be in ScUuJl fome old wordes in 
Lib. 8. Csp- 3- dc^ ^ pairare beiium, duHare exercitum^ 
D«0niau. well noted by Qum/i/ian^ and verie much 
miiliked of him : zxAfupplicium iox fupplicoHoy a word 
fmellyng of an older (lore, than the other two fo mif- 
liked by Quint \ And yet is that word alfo in VarrOy 
fpeaking of Oxen thus, botus ad viilimas faduniy atque 
ad Deorum fupplida : and a few old wordes mo. Read 
SaluJU and 7\tUU aduifedly together : and in word:£ 
ye (hall finde fmall difference : yea Salujl is more geuen 
to new wordes, than to olde, though fom olde writers 
(ay the contrarie : as Claritudo for Gloria : exa^i for 
.perfect^ : Facundia for elaqumtia. Thies two lad wordes 
jrxacth and facundia now in euery mans mouth, be 
I neuer (as I do remember) vfed of Ihiiiey and therefore 
Ll thinke they be not good : For furely liillie fpeaking 
euery where fo moch of the matter of eloquence, 
would not fo precifely haue abdeyned from the word 
Facundia^ if it had bene good : that is proper for the 
tong, and common for mens vfe. I could be long, in 
reciting many foch like, both olde and new wordes in 
Salujl \ but in very dede neyther oldnes nor newneffe 
The cause why o^ ^ordcs maketh the greateft difference 
SaiustUnot betwixt Solujl 2xA Jhilliey but firft (Irange 
like Tuiiy. phrafes made of good Latin wordes, but 
framed after the Greeke tonge, which be neyther 
choifly borowed of them, nor properly vfed by him : 
than, a hard compofition and crooked (raming' of his 
wordes and fentences, as a man would (ay, £ngli(h 
talke placed and framed outlandi(h like. As for« 
example fird in phrafes, nitnius et animus, be two vfed 
wordes, yet homo nitnius animiy is an vnufed phrafe. 
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Vulgusy d atnaty dfieri^ be as common and well known 
woides as may be in the Latin tong, yet id quod vulgs 
atnat fieriy for fold fieri^ is but ajlnmge and grek}^ 
kind of writing. Ingms d vireslot proper wofdes, yet 
vir ingms virium is an vnproper kinde of fpeaking and 
fo be likewife, 

/ csger confiiij\ 

< promptifsimus bdlL 

\ territus anitni. 

and many foch like phiafes in Saluft^ borowed as I ] 
layd not choifly out of Greeke, and vfed therefore vn-; 
properlie in Latin. Againe, in whole fen tences. where 
Afijaatter is jgood, the wordes proper and^jpISne, yet 
fhe fenfe is hard and darke, and namely in his prefiices 
and oration[s], wherein he vfed mod labor, which fault 
is likewife in Thucydides in Greeke, of whom Salufi 
hath taken the greated part of his darkenelfe. For 
Thucydides like^e wrote his done, ndt at home in 
Gre[e]ce, but abrode in Italic, and therefore dnelleth of 
a certaine outlandifh kinde of talke, drange to them 
of AtkenSy and diuerfe from their writing, that lined in 
Athens and Gre[e]ce, and wrote the lame tyme that 
Thucydides did, as Lyfias^ Xenqphariy PlatOy and 
Ifocratesy the pured and playned writers, that euer 
wrote in any tong, and bed examples for any man to 
follow whether he write, Latin, Italian, French, or 
Englilh. Thucydides alfo femeth in his writing, not fo 
much benefited by nature, as holpen by Arte, and 
caried forth by defire, dudie, labor, toyle and ouer 
great curiofitie : who fpent xxviL yeares in writing his 
eight bookes of his hidoiy. Saluft likewife wrote out 
of his contrie, and followed the faultes of j^.^ jj^ 
Thuc. to moch: and boroweth of him fom caraT'or^ 
kinde of writing, which the Latin tong can ^ »«• Tbuc 
not well beare, as Cafus nominatiuus in diuerfe places 
abfolutk pofitusy as in that place of lugurthy fpeaking de 
LeptitaniSy itaque ab imperatorefadlk qucepdebant cuUptiy 
mifsafunt eb cohartes Ligurum quatuor. This thing in 
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participles, vfed fo oft in Thu(yd[ides\ and other Greeke 
authors to, may better be borne with all, but SeUufi 
Weth the fame more (Irangdie and boldlie, as in thies 
wordes, MuUis fibi quifque imperium ^dmtiims. I 
beleue, the bed Grammarien in England can fcaife 
giue a good reule, why quifque the nominatiue cafe, 
without any verbe, is fo thrufl vp amonged fo many 
oblique cafes. Some man perchance mil (mile, and 
lau^h to fcome this my writ)mg, and call it_idle^ijxi=— 
ofitie, thus to bulie my felfe .in pickling about thefe_ 
foall pointes of Grammy not fitte for my age, place ^ 

and calling, to trifle in : I truft that man, be he neuer fo 
great in authoriti^ neuer fo wife and learned, either, 
by other mens iudgement, or his owne opinion, will 
yet thinke, that he is not greater in England, than ). 
TldUie was at Jiome^ not yet wifer, nor better learned 
than Thllie was him felfe, who, at the pitch of three 
fcore yeares, in the middes[t] of the broyle betwixt 
Qb/ot and Fompeie^ whan he knew not, wheth^ to 
fend wife and children, which way to go, where to hide 
him felfe, yet, in an eameil letter, amongeH his 
AdAttUKr. earned councelles for thofe heuie tymes 
Epistoia. 3. concerning both the common date of his 
contrey, and his owne priuate great affaires he was 
neither vnmyndfull nor adiamed to reafon at large, 
and leame gladlie of AtticuSy a leffe point of Grammer 
than thefe be, noted of me in Saluft^ as, whether he 
would write, ad -Piraea^ in Ptraea^ or in Fircuuniy or 
Pircteum fine prapofitunu: And in thofe heuie tymes, 
he was fo carefull to know this fmall point of Grammer, 
that he addeth thefe wordes Si hoc mihi {i/n^/xa per- 
foluerisy magna me mdeftia liberaris. If IhUie, at that 
age, in that authoritie, in that care for his contrey, in 
that ieopardie for him felfe, and extreme neceifitie of 
hys deared frendes, beyng alfo the Prince of Eloquence 
hym felfe, was not aihamed to defcend to thefe low 
pointes of Grammer, in his owne naturall tong, what 
diould fcholers do, yea what fhould any man do, if he 
do thinke well doyng, better than iU doyng: And 
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had rather be, perfite than meane, fure than doubte- 
full, to be what he ihould be, in deed, not feeme what 
he is not, in opinion. He that maketh perfitnes in "^ 
the Latin tong his marke, mufl cume to it by choice | 
and certaine knowledge, not flumble vpon it by I 
chance and doubtfull ignorance. And the right (leppes^ 
to reach vnto it, be thefe, linked thus orderlie together, 
aptnes of nature, loue of leamyng, diligence in right 
order, conflancie with plealant moderation, and al- 
wayes to leame of them that be bed, and fo fhall you 
iudge as they that be wifefl. And thefe be thofe 
reules, which worthie Mailer Chelu dyd impart vnto 
me concemyng Salujl^ and the right iudgement of the 
Latin tong. 

IF Ca/ar. 

Ccsfar for that litle of him, that is left vnto vs, is 
like the halfe face of a VmuSy the other* part of the 
head beyng hidden, the bodie and the reft of the 
members vnb^on, yet fo excellentlie done hyApdles^ 
as all men may ftand Rill to mafe and mufe vpon it, 
and no man ftep forth with any hope to performe 
the like. 

His feuen bookes de hdlo GaUico^ and three de hdlo 
Ciuili be written, fo wifelie for the matter, fo eloquent- 
lie for the tong, that neither his greateft enemies could 
euer finde thejeaft noteof pardalitie in him (a mer- 
uelous wifdome of a man, namely writyng of his owne 
doynges) nor yet the beft iudgers of the Latin tong, 
nor the moft enuious lookers vpon other mens writ- 
yngesy can lay an^ other, but all things be moft 
p^telie done by hun. 

Brutus^ CaluuSy and Calidius^ who found fault with 
J^lies fulnes in woordes and matter, and that rightlie, 
for IWie did both, confefTe it, and mend it, yet in 
Qtfar^ they neither did, nor could finde the like, or 
any other fault 

And therfore thus iufUie I may conclude of Cafar^ 
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that where, in all Other, the beft that euer wrote, in 

any tyme, or in any tong, in Grekt and Latin, I 

except neither Plaio, Danofihates, nor TitUu, fome 

/ fault is iufUie noted, in Qxfar onelie, could neuer yet 

I fault be found. 

Yet neuertheles, for all this perfite excetlende in 

him, yet it is but in one member of eloquence, 

and that but of one fide neither, whan we mufl 

looke for that example to fol[I]ow, which 

hath a peifite bead, a whole bodie, 

-forward and backward, aimes 

and l^ges and alL 



FINIS. 



^siH' 
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